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[bookmark: _Toc228916301]ABSTRACT
This report represents an analysis and evaluation of how forensics has evolved in policing and in gaining public confidence. Analysis shows that the public perceived forensics positively in the UK. The report finds AI is becoming more established in forensics. Evidence suggests that the police service is looking to increase the use of AI in forensics although there is a lack of public trust in its use. Recommendations suggest a further investigation on where AI should be used in forensics.
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[bookmark: _Toc228916304]INTRODUCTION

[bookmark: _Toc228916305] Background:
Forensics has been a science for many years however, has only been used in British policing since 1986 West Midlands Police Museum (2025). With fingerprinting being the initial forensic method implemented, and the first technique to convict a person of a crime (The word, 2021).  The priority is to explore how forensics has evolved in British policing over the years, and the vast opportunities it has to further develop in the future, especially with the advancements of artificial intelligence Home Office (2025).
How forensics has falsely incriminated people will also be explored, and how that affects the public's view on the reliability of forensics and policing as found by the Criminal Cases Review Commission (2024). To gain these opinions, a survey will be used to collect data and evaluate what the general opinion of the survey is and whether the public and police find forensics reliable, or believe that there needs to be further development, to ensure accidental imprisonment is not possible. This topic is relevant because forensics is still very much used today in policing, and whilst forensics is very much a useful tool, there are downsides that need to be explored Criminal Cases Review Commission (2024) 

[bookmark: _Toc228916306]Research Focus: 
The investigation will discover the confidence the public has with forensics, and how effective they see the police. To evaluate, the objectives will be to, firstly, understand forensics and its importance in policing. Secondly, evaluate the reliability of forensics and the potential issues. Then lastly, display how forensics will develop in the future. These objectives will narrow the focus, into what the public confidence is in forensics and policing. 
 Time period will mainly be the present, and future, they both will be researched, however the past will be lightly touched upon, to fully show how far forensics has developed in British policing. The primary data will be mainly aimed at the public, alongside past or present police staff, whom will be encouraged to join in participation of the survey, as this will allow understanding in if there is a difference in opinions.

[bookmark: _Toc228916307]Aims and Objectives:
Aim: Critically evaluate fingerprinting through exploring forensic science:
Objective 1: Understanding forensics and its importance in policing. The objective is to explore what forensic science is and its different branches that specialise in specific areas like fingerprinting and using credible sources that will allow the ability to critically evaluate fingerprinting in the Police, whilst also displaying its importance. 

Objective 2: Evaluating the reliability of forensics and the potential limitations. The objective for this aim is to demonstrate how valuable the use of forensics in policing is and to show this, real-life cases will be used. For example, fingerprinting caught its first murders “just two years after it was introduced it caught and convicted its first murders as a result of fingerprinting”, The Word (2021). Forensics can sometimes do more harm rather than good such as, falsely incriminating people. An example of this would be the ‘Cinderella murder’ where a man named Michael Shirely was wrongfully convicted for the murder in 1986 due to the wrong DNA evidence and was eventually found innocent in 2003 Criminal Cases Review Commission (2024).

Objective 3: Summarising how forensics can develop in the future: There is already AI analysis being used for forensics Police Foundation (2025) and with how much AI is advancing and being used in day-to-day life, it would not be a surprise if it would get implemented more in forensics in the very near future.

[bookmark: _Toc228916308]Outline research methods and timescales:
 The participants will be those in the public, and past or present police staff. This will allow to see what the general opinion is on forensics and whether there is any difference between those in the police and the public. To see the opinion of what police staff have said, they will be asked to start off their answers with ‘(Police)’. The qualitative research will be the survey as it gives open ended questions making it so the participants can answer more freely, and the quantitative research will be done using established articles.
There will be many ways in which the research methods will be used. The main research methods will be gathering information from credible sources like books, and reports or online websites such as The Police Foundation however there will also be primary data from using an online survey made to gather information from the public and past or present police staff.

[bookmark: _Toc228916309]Value of research
Since there will be a goal of 50 to 100 participants that will be able to fill out the survey, the information will not be as rich as what it would if it was for example, 500 participants filling it out SurveyMonkey (2024). “Collecting more responses increases statistical power, a high response rate allows for the detection of statistically significant trends and patterns” SurveyMonkey (2024). Having it online will make it easier to expand the research area, which could also change the results compared to if it was people from the same area.
The relevant literature that will be used is Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing Students 2023. This is a great source of information to use as it is centred around policing and discusses a topic that some of the general public can feel negatively about “If an arrested suspects tenprints are already in the IDENT1 system, then their identity can be confirmed in 10 minutes” Dr.Wood etal (2023). The online survey that will be created will have a question centred around this to see what the publics’ and polices views are on this subject. Another piece of key literature that will be used is from The Police Foundation. The Police Foundation shows that “AI is being used to perform repetitive tasks of a human worker” The Police Foundation (2025). This creates the debate that AI can be used for other things in policing such as forensics.
This research will benefit anyone who expects an unbiased view on forensics in policing, it also aids those in the police to realise that, although forensics can be undeniable in placing someone at the scene of a crime, it has been found to falsely incriminate people, so should be treated more carefully, and not to take what is Infront of them at face value, as it could just be confirmation bias Criminal Cases Review Commission (2024).
The research is worth doing because it shows what the public perception of forensics and the police is, and if they have a lot of confidence in them or not. This allows the opportunity to see the main problem areas, alongside providing an unbiased view on forensics which allows the reader to form their own opinions on the different topics that are involved in this dissertation. 











[bookmark: _Toc228916310]Literature Review

[bookmark: _Toc228916311]Introduction: 
This study will research and analyse different studies on forensics, and help format further research. For example, the resources used will be prioritising forensics and public opinion. Studies will consist of completed research, statistics and will revolve around forensics in policing, and public opinion. When it comes to the evaluation of public opinions, studies would have to be used rather than journals as they would be more straight forward and “understanding of the academic literature on a specific topic” Institute for Academic Development (2024). 
Some problems may arise that can affect research. Such as, unreliable sources, lack of information on the chosen topic and outdated/ geographically inept research Academic Development (2024). There are a few issues when it comes to conducting a literature review, one of them can be that sometimes trying to find a source that exactly covers the chosen topic at hand can be quite challenging, due to how specific it needs to be. 
There are positive and negative features too, some negative features can be that there is a lack of resources for police opinion on AI in forensics Forensic Capability Network (2022). As research needs to be non-biased as well as not pushing a certain ‘agenda’, it can be easily forgettable that the information must be critically evaluated. Alternatively, it would be a positive to try and bring in a mix of research, for and against the topic chosen, as it broadens the ability to evaluate the information by different publishers. This also supports the ability to compare resources to highlight difference.

[bookmark: _Toc228916312]Displaying forensics and its importance in policing 
Forensics is a research rich field, that provides plenty of information. Narrowing down a bit when trying to find studies that involve forensics and policing, however there are still plenty of sources to explore. Surface and Interface Analysis (2010) stated that the “police are under great deal of media pressure to do everything possible to solve the case”. This exhibits that even though this article was written over ten years ago, even then the police would be under scrutiny, much like police today, which is what another article shows that 12% of the public questioned by the Independent Office for  Police Conduct, have stated that they  reported the police to complain about “the handling of an incident and 4% reporting failure to do their job/ neglecting duties”,  Independent Office for Police Conduct (2025). 
[bookmark: _Int_HvLmfsFT]The importance of forensics’ will be supported using sources that confirm why forensics is so important in policing and even how it can positively affect the public view of the police. Forensics can help police “link a suspect to a crime scene and help interpret a scene”, College of Policing (2022). There are also systems put in place where police officers can get a person's identity in real time using their finger prints or palm prints by using the ‘IDENT1 system’ “These scanners are linked to IDENT1 through a ‘Biometric Services Gateway’ and are proving very useful in the rapid identification of living and even deceased persons”,  Dr. Wood, et al (2023).
 The Home Office (2022) report explains in depth how important forensics is, especially in the criminal justice system stating, “forensics delivers an important and largely positive contribution to the criminal justice system”. The Home Office (2022) further confirm that there is a “growing base of research for the use of forensics in policing” however, there is a gap in research for forensics in the criminal justice system that needs to be further investigated.
The use of forensics in policing can greatly help the public perception of the police and forensic science. “Chief Constable Nick Dean argues that forensics is vital for enabling crime investigation and prevention and sets out a raft of changes which could help policing restore public trust”, Forensic Capability Network (2022). The article goes on to further state, that it is imperative the police to ‘get’ forensics right as it is crucial to court cases as it can affect suspects, victims and public support, meaning getting this wrong can have a negative and lasting impact towards the police. To get forensics right, it will ultimately help with how the public views the police, meaning they can place their trust in them and forensic science.


[bookmark: _Toc228916313]Exhibiting what the limitations are in forensics and evaluating the reliability
Research can be found that discuss the positives and negatives of forensics such as one source that claims that there can be a lack of enforcement on forensics “Some have equated the current lack of statutory enforcement powers for the Regulator with an assumption that compliance is voluntary” Forensic Science Regulator (2021). What this indicates, is that even though there is a code of conduct when it comes to the handling of forensic evidence, where there has been misconduct including forensic evidence, because of the lack of enforcement powers, some forensic practitioners sometimes do not comply with the regulator Forensic Science Regulator (2021). This shows that even though forensic evidence is very much important and can play a very big part in solving and prosecuting a case, there could be a chance that where the forensic analysis came from, misconduct happened damaging the reliability it would have held Forensic Regulator (2021).
One way a suspect's identity can be found is through the use of fingerprinting , although very useful when there is a fingerprint present, it becomes a limitation when criminals have learnt to cover up these unique markers, such as wearing gloves, “there is now a general awareness of handprints among many lawbreakers, and accordingly many try to avoid depositing them at crime scenes” Paulis (2022).
Another limitation found, was that the police are overwhelmed when it comes to digital forensics “Inspectors concluded some forces were overwhelmed and did not have a clear understanding of what digital forensics are, this led to huge delays in examining devices, which has a knock-on effect on both victims’ wellbeing and chances of a successful prosecution” His Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary & Fire and Rescue Service (2022) it was also stated that the backlog was “more than 25,000 devices”.  
 Forensics is very reliable, as it would not be used in court if it was not, and there would not be as much code of conducts as there are if forensics was not as reliable Forensic Science Regulator (2021). The code of conduct is there to assure that the forensic evidence stays reliable as it can be the difference between a non-guilty verdict or a guilty one Forensic Science Regulator (2021).  Forensic Partners (2025) provided “significant support to one of the most complex murders our constabulary has investigated, all of the defendants were convicted, and we wouldn’t have achieved this without their expert analysis”. What this exhibits is that, yes, forensics does have its flaws, especially when it comes to the mishandling of the forensic evidence, however when those rare cases do happen, it does prove itself to be reliable and useful in successfully finding and convicting its suspects Forensic Partners (2025). “Forensic science is indispensable, it not only aids in solving crimes but also upholds the principles of justice by ensuring that evidence presented in court is credible and scientifically valid”, Koul et al (2024).

[bookmark: _Toc228916314]The future of forensics
[bookmark: _Int_1Sz8nKVO]To synthesize around the future of forensics, artificial intelligence is advancing by the day, the police and forensics have adopted artificial intelligence to help the process become quicker and more efficient Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). “Advances in digital forensics using artificial intelligence, machine learning and better data science, have not been matched by those adopted in ‘wet’ forensics”, Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). What this presents, is that the use of artificial intelligence has been tested, and it was found that it very much does benefit the police and those who are a part of forensic science, and can identify things that could be missed by the use of traditional methods, such as complex biological samples Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). Many other sources confirm that the future of forensics will be the further use of artificial intelligence. For example, UK Parliament (2025) also touched on this stating, “It will focus on the future of forensic science in the UK... especially in digital forensics and AI”. Yet another bit of research also confirms the use of artificial intelligence in forensics in the future with Forensic Capability Network (2023) stating that, “Improving our understanding of AI and how it may assist forensic science”. Investigations that delve into the future of forensics mention AI somewhere, very much showing that there is a trend amongst this genre of the future of forensics.
The main trends found, is that when it comes to the future of forensics, most research is based on upcoming AI development. With a lot of the research gathering intelligence on how it can strongly be beneficial to use, as it can shorten the time it takes to examine patterns in the evidence and can also find gaps in the forensic evidence that traditional methods would miss Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). When it came to gaps in the research, concurrent sources proved difficult to find, at least UK based literature around forensics and policing. This shows that it would be beneficial to conduct more research around the field of forensics and policing as it is lacking in that area.
Some main pieces of literature that were discovered, was the works from UK governing bodies such as the Home Office and journals or websites that specialise in forensic science in the UK, like Forensic Capability Network. They are also both very reliable, as they not only present facts  alongside providing sources for their findings, compared to other sources for instance news websites that can sometimes twist a story in favour of their view “this bias can influence the tone and content of news reporting, what stories are reported on, and at times means only one side of and issue is presented” Impress (2024). 
The main idea of the sources used, is that forensics is very important in policing and that there should be steps taken to make it even more effective with the use of AI as mentioned previously. It is as a growing force within the police and potentially in forensics “Chief Constable Nick Dean argues that forensics is vital for enabling crime investigation and prevention, and sets out a raft of changes which could help policing restore public trust”, Forensic Capability Network (2022). To find these sources, a range of techniques were used to help locate them through using online libraries and searching keywords for reports, articles and journals. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916315]Conclusion
Overall, when it comes to the topic of forensics, many sources were found that further display the importance of forensics now and the role AI plays in the future. The main findings that have been discovered, is that when it comes to the topic of the future of forensics, almost all sources that were found at least mentioned the use of artificial intelligence. With the research focus of sources being about the use of artificial intelligence in forensics, and them conducting their own research. Another main finding, was that forensics in policing is very important, and even though it is a niche part of policing, it can still affect how the public can view them which police Chief Constable Nick Dean, reiterated forensics' importance in policing, and that making it more effective in the police can greatly impact how the public views the police positively and how it can restore trust.
The gaps in literature that were found were manly the dates of the sources used. Even though there wasn’t a vast variety of current literature, it is still able to suffice the impact of a new age for forensics.  Especially around trusted sources talking about criminals using gloves to cover up their crimes, and the sources that were found during that time were not relevant to UK Policing or forensics. As stated previously, these gaps in literature show that there does need to be more research done in this topic area. This dissertation aims to demonstrate these gaps as it has an accumulation of different sources of this topic area that can help readers form their own opinion and conduct their own research.
















[bookmark: _Toc228916316]Methodology. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916317]Introduction
The subject area that this dissertation covers is how forensics has developed in policing and in gaining public confidence. To help study this some objectives were written to enable its research, with the objectives being understanding forensics and its importance in policing, evaluating the reliability of forensics and its potential issues. Lastly, presenting the conclusion on how forensics can develop in the future. These objectives will allow the dissertation to stay on track, find and choose the most relevant sources to answer the title question, to allow the best quality of work that can be done.  
The reasoning for undertaking this type of research is because this subject area is truly interesting to a lot of people it is often said that “Humans are natural pattern seekers”, Progressive Counselling Services (2025). Another source that further proves that the topic of forensics is intriguing to a lot of people is "because crime is foreign to most, the fascination with it and similar genres stems from the public’s curiosity regarding what would possess others to engage in criminal conduct, what it looks like and what happens as a consequence”, Rasmussen University (2019). 

[bookmark: _Toc228916318]Research strategy. 
Information will be gathered through the use of an online survey that has been made with specific questions to collect the needed data. The reason for choosing this method is because it allows the exact data needed, for the investigation into the subject area, and allows to view the differing opinions and type of information displayed through these different methods.
Using a survey as a data collection method has its many positives, firstly it can “provide access to diverse populations”, SmartSurvey (2024). This can help with seeing if there are any differing opinions on the subject matter which can therefore help create a more diverse set of data to display SmartSurvey (2024). Due to the survey being accessible online, it allows much more access across a greater number of people “Internet-based surveys have steadily gained popularity with researchers because of their myriad advantages such as ability to reach a larger pool of potential participants within a shorter period of time”, Menon and Muraleedharan (2020). It also makes is easier as you can get the information displayed right then and there rather than having to wait to receive a physical copy and then have to compile the findings and create a diagram of said information.
 Creating an online survey is also more often than not, free therefore is a cost-effective and student friendly way of creating a professional and effective information collector. “Paper surveys tend to be costly, even when using a relatively small sample. The use of online surveys circumvents this problem by eliminating the need for paper and other costs”, Wright (2017).
The participants that have been chosen are members of public and past or present police staff. To get access to police and ex police staff, it was a case of asking those known to be in the police to partake in the survey and asking them to send it on to those they know have been in the police or still employed. This has been completed to see if there is any divide in opinions between police staff and the public or if they generally have the same opinions. 
The public and police opinion of the criminal justice system could be seen to have some differences for example, “around half of all respondents reported that they were confident that the criminal justice system as a whole is effective (48%)” Office for National Statistics (2025). “The police have concerns over funding especially with crime evolving forces are unable to invest in other specialist areas of policing, crime is evolving at a rapid pace and becoming more complex in nature, at a time when community needs have never been greater, we cannot afford to cut back resources” National Police Chiefs’ Council (2024). “With no resilience left in police budgets, efficiencies can only take us so far to meet these challenges”, National Police Chiefs’ Council (2024). 
There will be the option on questions that will have a section for police, for example, if the question requires a multiple choice, it will be displayed as ‘yes’ and ‘yes (Police)’ or ‘no’ and ‘No (Police)’. When it comes to questions that require the participants to write their opinion, people who serve or who have served in the police will be asked to put ‘(Police)’ at the start of what they are going to write.  
[bookmark: _Toc228916319]Data collection. 
To analyse the findings the collected data will be looked through and displayed on bar graphs and pie charts, this will be for the quantitative data as bar graphs and pie charts are better at displaying numerical facts rather than written information “there are extensive studies on various properties of different types of data graphs, for example, results shown in bar graphs can be read faster” Claudia Godau etal, (2016). This also makes it easier for the reader to interpret the information quickly rather than trying to figure out what works where, it can also give a more professional look to the primary data's display.
For qualitative data, the main sources being used will be official government websites and articles or books from the university's online library. These sources are being used to assure that the information being collected and used is reliable and the most up to date it can be to allow the best work possible and present the best information to the readers. Using these methods can also help avoid misinformation being spread. 
The survey that will be a big part in the quantitative data collected as the results will be the information used to create the pie charts and bar charts to effectively display the findings. The survey is not the only source for the quantitative data though, as it will be beneficial to use other sources, too to help broaden the information found Godau et al (2016). Because there will be such a wide range of different types of sources, it should make it easier to find the needed information needed to present in the dissertation to properly convey the right information. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916320]Data analysis.
To prepare the collected data before analysis, many methods have been used to collect the needed data to present. One method used as mentioned previously, is the survey made to collect the publics and polices’ view on forensics and whether it can help with gaining public confidence. To make the survey a Forms document made in Word will be used, this allows a cheap option as it is free therefore making it student friendly, and it is also a safer platform to use rather than some survey platforms that even though they are free, they may not be the best security-wise.
For data analysis, to better demonstrate the findings, visual displays such as pie charts and bar graphs will be used as a visual aid in better understanding the information collected. These graphs will only be made for the survey results.  Pie charts or bar charts are a good way to display data because, “researchers need to find creative ways to present data so that they (research papers and reports) are sufficiently appealing to the average reader, data that are presented in the form of charts and graphs are one way that researchers can make data more appealing” it also goes on to further state “many people find graphs much easier to understand compared to narratives”, Sage Research Methods (2012).
It is also suggested in academic research to use bar charts because “The visual representation of experimental results through bar graphs assist researchers in results comparison, statistical data variation analysis, and survey result illustration”, FusionCharts (2026). This means that it makes it easier for the reader to correctly interpret the data shown. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916321]Limitations.
Some problems found were that certain sources were not giving the answers needed which was one of the reasons why a survey was made, especially with up-to-date sources proving difficult to find. To avoid this, different types of sources available will be used allowing a bigger chance of finding more up to date information for the subject.  The survey will also help in finding the information needed that other sources may not have due to the survey being made with questions that need answering in mind. 
 
 Another limitation could be that people may not want to do the survey meaning that it could be harder to collect the needed information. To help assure that this does not become a problem, there will be many different methods to distribute the survey, like sending links to others and asking them to send the same link to people they know and also printing out the link or a QR code that directs the person who scans it to the survey. These methods allow the survey to be more accessible and allows a higher chance of respondents due to the different methods of promoting the survey. 
[bookmark: _Toc228916322]Conclusion:
The research into forensics and policing is needed because it is very relevant in today's society, and will be for many years to come, especially with how much both policing and especially forensics is developing with the ever evolving world. This research can also help with filling in where there might be gaps in this type of subject area and will provide data that can prove useful or interesting to those reading and have a curiosity towards this type of subject. 








[bookmark: _Toc228916323]Data Analysis

This is data that has been collected from the survey and will be analysed to find any trends amongst certain opinions and to also compare to claims made in the literature review to see if the survey results support or go against what has been stated. The findings below help support what the set objectives are, to understand forensics and its importance in policing evaluating the reliability of forensics and why it is irreplaceable, the potential issues with forensics and finally, exploring how forensics can develop in the future.

One of the main types of data that needed to be collected was from the survey made to gauge the public’s and those who have either previously served or currently serve in the police. The reasoning for this was to see if there was any divide in opinion between the public and past of present police staff, or if they are on the same wavelength. The main data that needed to be collected is centred around the objectives for the primary research and seeing if those who had done the survey, if in their opinion, it can affect how the public sees the police. To properly write up and display the empirical data, charts like pie charts and bar graphs will be used as a visual aid to better display any divides or main answers brought up. They will also have descriptions at the bottom further explaining what is being shown and what it reveals. Adding the extra information below allows the presented information to be fully understood and leaves no room for misinterpretation. 
The way in which respondents were collected was through sending the survey to those who are known personally and online and through work group chats. This method of spreading the survey around was successful as it gained over 60 respondents.  It is possible that due to the fact it was online, it made it easier to gain respondents due to the ease of sending it to others and them sending it to those they know, and it makes it very accessible.
· Objective 1: Understanding forensics and its importance in policing. 
· Objective 2: Evaluating the reliability of forensics and the potential limitations
· Objective 3: Summarising how forensics can develop in the future.
[bookmark: _Toc228916324]Findings: Description of analysis and results:
[bookmark: _Toc228916325]What is your age range?
[image: ]Here it can be seen that the main age range between the participants are 51-61 with the run-up ages being 18-28. Overall, it has a good age range as it does have a decent mix of age ranges. It is important to display the different ages because it increases the validity of the research due to the answers not just being from one age group. “Age information is also used to validate a survey sample, ensuring it accurately represents the target population or broader demographics” Climb (2025). 

[bookmark: _Toc228916326]How do you think forensics helps aid the police? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer, thank you.

[image: ]

Most respondents here stated that forensics can help prove a crime and find who the criminal was with 34 of the 66 participants or 51% stating this. 
The answers from the participants on the second question on the survey being ‘how do you think forensics helps aid the police?’. A majority of the participants stated that it helps solve crimes but also finding out exactly who the criminal is. These results support what was stated in the literature review being with sources stating, ‘link a suspect to a crime scene and help interpret a scene’ College of Policing  (2022). Another quote being ‘forensics delivers an important and largely positive contribution to the criminal justice system’ Home Office (2022). These answers also help further validate objective 1 where its goal was to display how important forensics is in policing especially with 51% of the participants stating that it helps prove a crime and find out who the criminal is.  

[bookmark: _Toc228916327]What, in your opinion, are the potential negatives of forensics? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer

[image: ]

What was found in the next survey question was that 40% of the respondents found that the possible limitations of forensics would be the possibility of cross contamination and wrongful convictions. These results can help further support what was said in the literature review, that being ‘Currant lack of statutory enforcement powers for the Regulator with the assumption compliance is voluntary’ Forensic Science Regulator (2021). In a nutshell this quote is basically saying some forensic evidence can be mishandled with little to no enforcement due to the lack of powers. 
Objective 2 is about analysing the reliability of forensics and its limitations and the answers from this question show that there is an air of distrust in the handling of forensics. Although there are already regulations in place, it is shown that there is not as much enforcement of them that the public may think they have as shown by the Forensic Science Regulators above.  

[bookmark: _Toc228916328]Do you think these negatives can affect how people view policing/the police?
[image: ]Here these results show that most of the respondents believe that the possible negatives of forensics can affect how the public view the police. This will link to the below image and help support what was previously found in the literature review.

[bookmark: _Toc228916329]Can you explain why on your above answer to question 4? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer.

[image: ]The main thing being brought up here was there is already a lot of distrust in the police now, and things like getting the wrong person because of forensics and taking too long to get a result. 

Another point brought up in the literature review that can be further supported is ‘4% reporting failure to do their job/ neglecting duties.’ IOPC (2025). This is because 39% of respondents stated that the potential limitations can negatively affect how the public view the police, with a lot of participants stating that there is already a lot of distrust now and pinning the crime on the wrong person or how long it takes forensics affects the public's view on police negatively. 
What this illustrates is that it would be beneficial to the police if they assure the evidence, they have is irrefutable because it can be seen in cases where the forensics falsely incriminated a person like the case of Michael Shirely. Cases like these would undoubtedly place the police under scrutiny of the public. It further proves that in objective 1 where it is based around the importance of forensic in policing, it shows that when done wrong, it truly does impact how the public views the police in a negative way. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916330]Do you think forensics has, in a way, taught criminals to better cover up their crimes?
[image: ]Here it can be seen that over 70% of the respondents believe that forensics has in a way, taught criminal to better cover up. This can be used as further evidence of the possible negatives of forensics. This could also bring up questions such as, the further forensics develop, do criminals better learn to cover up their crimes?
[bookmark: _Toc228916331]Can you further expand on your above answer to question 6? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer.
[image: ]

Most respondents here have stated about covering up prints like fingerprints through wearing gloves with 13 of the 66 mentioning gloves alone, or 19%. This once again can come up as a potential negative of forensics especially with fingerprinting being one of the objectives. 

Question 7 is around whether forensics has in a way taught criminals to better cover up their crimes. This can be used as another negative to certain areas of forensics like collecting prints. The quote from the literature review being ‘link a suspect to a crime and help interpret a scene.’ College of Policing (2022). What the survey shows is that the police and public know that criminals already understand the basics like covering prints, it is not out of the picture to assume that career criminals can fully cover their tracks possibly making it harder for police and forensics to ‘link a suspect to a crime.’ One of the systems the police have in place is the IDENT1 database ‘IDENT1 contained more than 8.45 million individuals’ tenprints and 2.1 million unidentified crime scene marks. The database compares: Crime-scene marks with other crime-scene marks to search for links between offences.’ Wood et al (2023).  This helps with objective 2 which aims to evaluate the reliability of forensics and its limitations and when there a whole system that helps identify people through their finger or handprints, it basically becomes useless when a criminal wears gloves that covers prints.     

[bookmark: _Toc228916332]How do you think forensics can develop in the future? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer.
[image: ]

A lot of people stated that it would become quicker and more reliable, with quite a few also stating things along the lines of AI or new technology. 29 out of the 66 participants stated things similar to technology or forensics becoming quicker and more reliable. This equates to 43% of participants.

Question 8 is asking how the participants think forensics can develop in the future. 43% of the respondents stated that they believed forensics would become more reliable and quicker in the future. This does back up ‘advances in digital forensics...machine learning and better data science...’ Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). The results also nicely link in with the third objective which is centred around the possible future of forensics, previous sources included all included at least some mention of artificial intelligence being used in policing and in forensics ‘Advances in digital forensics using artificial intelligence, machine learning and better data science, have not been matched by those adopted in ‘wet’ forensics’ Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). 

[bookmark: _Toc228916333]Artificial intelligence or A.I is becoming used more and more, and it has started branching to forensics. In your opinion, is this a good or bad thing?
[image: ]Here it shows that an overwhelming majority of respondents are actually pretty unsure about where A.I will go in forensics. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916334]Can you explain your above answer on question 9? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer.

[image: ]

Once again a lot of people were unsure, but many people did bring up how it can be mishandled somehow with 15 out of the 66 participants mentioning the possibility of mishandling or, 22% of participants. A few did state it could be a good thing the more it develops. 

Question 9 and 10 was centred around gathering what the participants thought about the use of AI in forensics with 66% the overwhelming majority very much in the middle, some of the  answers presented were along the lines that AI systems could experience errors or miss things that a human would not with an officer stating “A.I should not be relied on” and a member of public stating “AI is not actually intelligent and is only as good as the programming.” The running up results with 24% of participants were actually for the use of AI, with an officer answering, “Helps forensic teams” and a member of the public answering “AI can help analyse large amounts of evidence quickly and more accurately than humans in some cases. It can speed up investigations, spot patterns, and reduce human error.” What these results suggest is that as long as it is being used correctly, not relied on too much and human analysation is more dominant than that is the most beneficial way.  

[bookmark: _Toc228916335]Do you think the use of A.I in forensics can help with gaining public confidence in policing/ the police.
[image: ]Once again most people are unsure but as the runup, the respondents stated that they think the use of AI in policing will not help with public confidence in policing. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916336]Can you explain your above answer on question 11? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer.
[image: ]

With this question 13 of the 66 respondents stated that there already is not a lot of trust in AI with the public so using it as a big chunk of forensics now may not be the best move in gaining public trust. This would equate to about 19% of respondents. 

what popped up a lot was the mishandling of AI in forensics with questions 11 and 12 further backing up that public already have mistrust in the police further shown by the running up results being ‘no’ and using AI may not benefit in public view the can be used as an argument against the use ‘It will focus on the future of forensic science in the UK... especially in digital forensics and AI’ UK Parliament  (2025). One answer given by a member of public was, “At the moment a huge portion of the general public do not trust AI, on top of the mistrust in the police force due to corruption etc. AI is probably more of a bad thing for the moment until it is proved 100% correct and trustworthy” then and officer stating, “I don’t think people would trust a conviction based on AI”. What the results show is that there absolutely needs to be more of a human touch in policing and forensics rather than AI taking over a lot of the areas as the public and even police do not 100% trust AI.  

[bookmark: _Toc228916337]Summary:
Overall, it was found that a lot of the survey answers do further back up and support what has already been presented in the literature review, but there was the opinion of the participants that have gone against certain findings like, the use of AI in forensics. The results from the survey displayed the public and police believe that the ineffective use of forensics can negatively affect how the public views the police. It also displayed that a potential limitation of forensics is that criminals now have learnt ways to cover up their crimes like, wearing gloves, which can prove a challenge to police as of the ways they identify a criminal is through the IDENT1 system. 
It was also found that in basically all of the questions, the public and police or ex police are generally on the same wavelength when it comes to this topic at hand especially with their opinions on the use of AI in forensics and whether it can help with how the public views the police, with many of the respondents stating that they do not know enough on AI and that they are very in the middle on whether it is good or bad to use. Whilst most of the participants were very in the middle of the use of AI in forensics and policing it was shown that their main concerns were the potential mishandling and that it should not be used for the more ‘Important’ forensics and those who did find it positive stated it would be better used to stream line things and find patterns.  










[bookmark: _Toc228916338]Conclusion

[bookmark: _Toc228916339]Introduction
The primary research aim was to critically evaluate fingerprinting through exploring forensic science. This was found by exploring these three objectives;
· Objective 1-Understand forensics and its importance in policing.
· Objective 2- Evaluating the reliability of forensics and the potential issues.
· Objective 3- How forensics could develop in the future.
Objective one
The research found that forensics in policing is undoubtedly very important with it being stated that “forensics delivers an important and largely positive contribution to the criminal justice system.”  Home Office (2022). With it also being stated that, forensics help the police, ‘link a suspect to a crime and help interpret a scene.’ College of policing (2022). A chief constable stated that “forensics is vital for enabling crime investigation and prevention and sets out a raft of changes which could help policing restore public trust” Forensic Capability Network (2022). This further supports that the efficient use of forensics in policing, will benefit in gaining public confidence. The survey completed by the public and those who have served or currently serve in the police found that 51% of the participants stated that they believe forensics helps aid the police, through proving a crime and to see who has committed the crime. This showed that there were similar opinions on this question between the public and past or present police staff. 

Objective two
Upon the investigation of the reliability of forensics, and the potential limitations, it was found that in very rare cases, there are instances where forensic evidence is mishandled. “Some have equated the current lack of statutory enforcement powers for the Regulator with an assumption that compliance is voluntary” Forensic Science Regulator (2021). Although, forensic evidence can be mistreated it is very rare and almost never goes far in court Criminal Cases Review Commission (2024). The other limitation found, was the police struggling to effectively handle digital evidence, “inspectors concluded some forces were overwhelmed and did not have a clear understanding of what digital forensics are, this led to delays in examining devices which had a knock-on effect to both victims’ wellbeing and chances of successful prosecution”, His Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary & Fire and Rescue Services, (2022). The most common answer selected in question 3 was participants in the survey were wrongful convictions or cross contamination, with 40% stating this answer. It was discovered that a majority of the participants, 71% stated they believe that forensic has in a way, taught criminals to better cover up their crime, through means of wearing gloves. Once again, it is seen that the public and the police, have similar views when it came to this question.
Even though forensics is not always 100% reliable due to the chance of it being mishandled in some way, it is still very valuable and would not be used in court if not Home Office (2022). Forensic Partners provided, “significant support to one of the most complex murders our constabulary has investigated, all of the defendants were convicted, and we wouldn’t have achieved this without their expert analysis” Forensic Partner (2025). “Forensic science is indispensable”, as it not only aids solving crimes but also, upholds the principles of justice, by ensuring that evidence presented in court is credible and scientifically valid Koul, et al (2024). 

Objective three
The evaluation on how forensics could develop in the future showed that the use of artificial intelligence is becoming more prevalent in its use in policing itself, and that it has been tested and been found to be a lot more efficient “advances in digital forensics using artificial intelligence, machine learning  and better data science, have not matched those adopted in ‘wet’ forensics” Accelerated Capability Environment (2024). The common trend found among the sources mention the use of artificial intelligence in the future of forensics “it will focus on the future of forensic science in the UK... especially in digital forensics and AI” UK Parliament (2025) with another source also stating “Improving our understand of AI and how it may assist forensic science” Forensic Capability Network (2023). 
It was shown from the survey that around 43% of the participants stated that the future of forensics involves AI and that it would make the process of analysing forensic evidence quicker. The results also showed that 64% of the participants were quite in the middle and undecided about the use of artificial intelligence in forensics with some stating that their concerns were the possible mishandling of AI in forensics. 

[bookmark: _Toc228916340]Limitations
The main limitation of the survey is the fact that less than the goal of 100 participants, though it still had a respectable amount, more participants filling out a survey allows for the results to be richer and have more influence. Having more people fill out a survey also allows to better see if there's any trends going on. Some problems found were that certain sources were not giving the answers needed which was one of the reasons why a survey was made, especially with up-to-date sources proving difficult to find.

[bookmark: _Toc228916341]Conclusion.
This research is important because it demonstrates, that the public trust in the criminal justice system in the UK very much relies on the efficiency of the police and forensics and when there's cases of wrongful convictions where forensic evidence was used like the case of Michael Shirely, it does negatively impact how the public views the police and forensics further proven with the survey with 39% stating there's already distrust in the police and in the event of wrongful convictions and mishandled evidence would further that distrust. The research conducted through the survey also shows that people believe that forensics, in the future in general are quite wary of artificial intelligence being used on forensics with their main concerns being mishandling and systems failing. It would be in the best interest to assure that AI only gets used for specific types of evidence rather than the more important types of forensics. In conclusion, artificial intelligence is important for many aspects of forensics and is why implementing it can prove to be so impactful if interpreted correctly.
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I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in research and in the creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which i may be asked to Provide in evidence.




















[bookmark: _Toc228916343]Appendix
 1.What is your age range?Required to answer. Single choice.  
18-28 
29-39 
40-50 
51-61 
62-72 
73+ 

2.How do you think forensics helps aid the police? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state '(Police)' before your answer, thank you!)Required to answer. Single line text.  
Enter your answer ………………………………………………………………………...

3.What, in your opinion, are the potential negatives of forensics? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state '(Police)' before your answer.)Required to answer. Single line text.  
Enter your answer ………………………………………………………………………..

4.Do you think these negatives can affect how people view policing/ the police?Required to answer. Single choice.  
Yes. 
No. 
Unsure. 
5.Can you explain why on your above answer to question 4? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state '(Police)' before your answer.)Required to answer. Single line text.  
Enter your answer ………………………………………………………………………….

6.Do you think that forensics has, in a way, taught criminals to better cover up their crimes?Required to answer. Single choice.  
Yes. 
No. 
Unsure. 

7.Can you further expand on your above answer to question 6? (If you used to work or currently work in the police, please state '(Police)' before your answer.)Required to answer. Single line text.  
Enter your answer ………………………………………………………………………

8.How do you think forensics can develop in the future? (If you used to work or currently work in the police, please state '(Police)' before your answer.)Required to answer. Single line text.  
Enter your answer ………………………………………………………………………

9.Artificial intelligence or A.I is becoming used more and more, and it has started branching to forensics. In your opinion, is this a good or bad thing?Required to answer. Single choice.  
Yes- This is a good thing. 
No- This is a bad thing. 
Unsure- I am a little in the middle on this. 
10.Can you explain your above answer on question 9? (If you used to work or currently work in the police, please state '(Police)' before your answer.)Required to answer. Single line text.  
Enter your answer ………………………………………………………………………..

11.Do you think the use of A.I in forensics can help with gaining public confidence in policing/ the police.Required to answer. Single choice.  
Yes. 
No. 
Unsure. 

12. Can you explain your above answer on question 11? (If you used to work or currently work for the police, please state “(Police)” before you answer.
Enter your answer …………………………………………………………………………
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