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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross- curricular approach

The theme that will be discussed within this essay is ‘all around the world’ aimed at Key Stage 2 children in year 5. An integrated, cross curricular approach will be discussed throughout this essay along with how the four purposes set by Donaldson and the six areas of learning and experience will be embedded into two activities.  Cross curricular can be defined as “when skills, knowledge and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single experience, theme or idea” (Barnes. J, 2012:8). 
	The new curriculum aims to plan learning in a cross curricular environment, so that children are being taught not just one subject at a time. This is due to the fact that our experience of the world is cross curricular therefore it is setting children up for the real world at a young age. Barnes (2007:1) states “everything which surrounds us in the physical world can be seen and understood from multiple perspectives”. Therefore, it is very important to adapt this approach both inside and outside the classroom as pupils will be able to experience life in school as they would outside of the classroom. 
Within the key stage 2 curriculum there are four core subjects: Mathematics, English, Science, Welsh. There are also non- core subjects: History, Geography, Physical Education, Art, Music, Information Communication Technology, Design and Technology. Religious Education is separate to both core and non-core subjects. 
	Wales is introducing a new curriculum named ‘Successful Futures’ which is set by Donaldson. Donaldson believes that change is important within the new curriculum as it is more adaptable. Within Donaldson’s report Successful Futures, he states that there are four purposes that children and young individuals should be which are ambitious capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical informed citizens and health confident individuals. The report also states that there should be six areas of learning and experience. These are Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Humanities, Language, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and finally Science and Technology. All six of these areas of learning and experience are important and will contribute to the four purposes in different ways. Donaldson also explains that there are three cross curriculum responsibilities. These are Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence (Donaldson, 2015).  
	 There are 8 distinct types of cross curricular teaching and learning. These are tokenistic, hierarchical, multi-disciplinary, interdisciplinary, opportunistic, single transferable subject, theme- based and double focus cross curricular teaching and learning (Barnes (2012).  However, in my activities I will only focus on three of these approaches. 
An activity that could be considered within this theme is discussing where a stuffed animal has visited for example. This stuffed animal can have been used throughout the year of teaching where every week the animal goes to a different place or country. The children will be given the opportunity to discuss in pairs where they think the animal has been before sharing with the class therefore developing their thinking skills. Children will be able to become ambitious, capable learners, finding out different aspects of numerous countries. An area of learning which would be touched upon during this activity is Communication Literacy and Language as children will be given the opportunity to work as a class using problem solving skills to discover where the stuffed animal has been. We could then compare the place to the Wales which will touch upon Y Curriculum Cymreig. Alongside doing this we could also compare different aspects of the countries past and present for example what they used to wear to what they wear now compared to Wales. By doing this we are adapting a cross curricular approach teaching both Geography and History which would touch upon the area of learning and experience Humanities. The Geographic skill that will be developed during this activity is to ‘identify similarities and differences to describe, compare and contrast places and environments’ which can be found under ‘Understanding places, environments and processes’ in the Geography framework for Key Stage 2-3 (Welsh Government, 2013). The Historical skill that can be developed is to ‘identify differences between ways of life at different times’ which can be found under ‘historical knowledge and understanding’ in the History framework for Key Stage 2-3 ((Welsh Government, 2013). Throughout this activity, hierarchical cross curricular teaching and learning will occur where the children will achieve progress in one subject by also teaching another. Another approach that can be used throughout this activity is inter-disciplinary cross curricular teaching and learning where progression can be monitored. Also, creative thinking and connections can be made throughout the activity.

A second activity that could lead on from this activity under the theme ‘all around the world’ is getting children to research different foods from different countries. The children could develop their Digital Competency skills further by being able to ‘cite all sources when researching and explain the importance of this’ which is one of the skills found under the Digital Competency framework for year 5 children (Welsh Government, 2013). Geography skills can be developed when children identify where different types of foods come from and find the different countries on a world map or atlases. This is one of the Geographic skills that can be found in the key stage 2 Geography national framework (Welsh Government, 2013). Children will then be given the opportunity to create different traditional dishes from the different countries using different food types. The skills that can be developed in this activity is for learners to ‘develop a simple recipe for their products indicating their intentions and approach’ and to ‘work to their recipe to make products’ which can both be found under designing and making in the design and technology framework (Welsh Government). Within the new curriculum there are six areas of learning and experience. This activity has included, Humanities and Literacy, Language and Communication. By having these areas of learning and experience it has allowed the children to learn through an integrated, cross curricular approach which has many benefits such as children are able to link the two subjects with the skills instead of using a subject approach where children are limited to one subject and a direct skill. Also, by applying these areas of learning and experience it would provide a continuum of learning for the children. The four purposes could be used throughout this activity to ensure that the children are ambitious, capable learners and leading their own learning by researching for themselves. Y Curriculum Cymreig can be developed by asking children to compare different foods from different countries to food grown in Wales. They can then explore outdoors in their local area to see what types of foods they can find in their school grounds for example they might have a vegetable patch. Finally, Literacy skills can be developed when the pupils ‘use features which show the structure of the writing e.g. sub headings’ when planning the recipe. This is a direct skill found in the literacy framework for year 5 pupils (Welsh Government). Here a theme based cross curricular approach can be applied so that pupils focus on several different subjects such as Geography and Design and Technology. Another approach that can be used throughout this activity is an inter-disciplinary cross curricular teaching and learning approach where children will be given the opportunity to work on their creative thinking and making connections between the subjects. This can be a benefit as progression can be monitored and one of the main focus’ throughout the activity. 
 	There are both advantages and disadvantages to learning, planning and teaching with a cross curricular approach. One advantage of cross curricular learning that Barnes (2012) explains is that it can strengthen “left brain- right brain” connections through cross curricular learning which leads to enhanced problem-solving abilities. He also states that it is a powerful way to generate creative thinking.   Secondly, there is normally no time restraints because learning with a cross curricular approach can differ from a day, a week, a month or a whole academic year. On the other hand, it could take up a considerable amount of time to train the teachers as many teachers have had limited experiences teaching cross curricular work. This could as a result mean teachers try and avoid teaching using a cross curricular approach but instead focus on one subject at a time (Barnes and Shirley, 2007). A disadvantage to a cross curricular approach is that sometimes teachers may try and link too many subjects and skills in to one lesson. This could be a result of limited training and a lack of confidence on how to approach this type of teaching. Kerry (2011) explains how having too many skills and subjects within one lesson could result in missing the true meaning of cross curricular learning. Previously, links have been made between too many subjects and a lack of progression (Alexander et al, 1992).  Subject progression can be hard to manage with more than one subject therefore teachers may find it challenging. To avoid this danger, teachers can plan in detail with clear and achievable objectives (Barnes,2015). 
Another benefit of this approach is children will not see them as just separate subjects therefore, they might have a more positive attitude towards learning for example if a child did not like mathematics they might not try as hard but if it is mathematics linked to geography the child may be more encouraged to try and work. As stated previously, Barnes (2007:1) states “everything which surrounds us in the physical world can be seen and understood from multiple perspectives” therefore, we should not teach one set subject all the time with just one approach as the real world is not like that. As a result, children will be able to get a feel for the real world, learning about multiple subjects within a topic as they would in the real world. Therefore, it makes learning real and can provide meaning and motivation. 
It is said that previously, our curriculum has not been meeting deeper learning needs of the pupils however, deeper learning can be increased by reinforcing teacher efforts and linking relevant contents which will open new pathways of knowledge. As a result, more effective teaching will be in place as both the pupils and the teacher will be more engaged due to a deeper learning strategy. However, there is also a negative with deeper learning. Some children are satisfied with minimum learning only therefore it can be a struggle to keep these pupils engaged within the tasks (Johnson, 2013). 
Interestingly, in research by Parker et al (2012) only fourteen percent of pupils explained they had substantial experience, with seventy five percent said they have no or little experience of teaching and learning in a cross curricular way.
	To conclude, there are dangers to cross curricular learning, teaching and planning however, the advantages outweigh these factors. Also, some dangers can easily be resolved or minimized for example more training can be put in place for teachers to become more confident in teaching and using this approach. I believe if it is taught well it could enhance children’s creativity, motivation and make connections between subjects using skills learnt. As the new curriculum is being introduced, I believe adopting a cross curricular approach will benefit children to prepare them for the real world. As Dewey (1902) states “if we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow.” 
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