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[bookmark: _Toc512286477][bookmark: _Toc512286541][bookmark: _Toc512286585]Introduction

The main purpose of this assignment is to write a Reflective Report of myself, after receiving a pack that contains the feedback from all the coursework assignments from foundation year, by analysing the results and the comments made by the lecturers in marking criteria. This report will include a short brief of each assignment and the achievement of this.	 Also, it evaluates the areas that I performed well and the areas that improvements needed to have a better result. Explain also how through each individual assignment I could develop skills and knowledge, that I could use moving forward with my studies in the university, but also later with my career in engineering industry.
[bookmark: _Toc512286478][bookmark: _Toc512286542][bookmark: _Toc512286586]Technical Report & Solidworks Assembly 

One of my favourite module from foundation year was the introduction to automotive engineering.  In this module I have managed to understand the current state of the automotive and motorsport industry, but also realize some of the requirements and applications for future developments. The coursework assignment of this module had two parts, the first part was to write a technical report in which we had to investigate the history and usage of computer aided design (CAD) within the engineering industry and second part was to build parts in Solidworks and assembly in the right order to build a Lego car.
[bookmark: _Hlk512282118]The feedback criteria we received in assignments rely on background research, knowledge and understanding of subject, analysis, practical application and skills for professional practise.   
Starting with the background research my mark was 5 out of 10 as I had used sources over 20 years old which means that I haven’t got up to date information for the subject but also haven’t used in text citations, as a result it is hard for the reader to understand where that information is coming from. This made me realize how important research from a variety of sources, like websites, articles, magazines are and that I should create a bigger picture of the topic using these sources before rushing in a conclusion.
Moving on to knowledge and understanding of subject my mark was 5.8 out of 10. These criteria related with the background research as it highlights the importance of using as many sources you can and have the maximum comprehension and deep knowledge of the topic.
There were no analysis criteria on the specific assignment.
Practical application and development is usually the highest marks available in the assignments. In the specific assignment the mark applied in the accurate designing and assembly of parts to create a Lego cart. My mark was 40.5 out of 70 as I had some mistakes on designing but also the fact that I didn’t include as many information as I could in the description of the process and the steps I should have taken to design each part.
The last criteria was about skills for professional practise and my mark was 6.5 out of 10 as my report was well-presented but still I did a mistake by not labelling correctly the graphs and figures as a result for the reader to make it hard to understand the meaning of it.

As I have never used any CAD programs before I have realized that Solidworks is a useful tool not only for my university studies but also my career and that made me even more excited about the course. The level of the assignment was neither easy nor difficult for me as we had the right guidance in understanding the Solidworks platform and started by following a step by step beginner’s tutorial using sketching and designing tools to create a part. Farther from the weekly lectures, the university provided us with a flash drive contained the designing program and some parts with more advanced techniques for furthermore practise at home. This is something I appreciated a lot, even though I should be more efficient to achieve higher mark in the assignment, but also gave me the opportunity to work methodically and develop my skills by reading exercises books and learning new procedures which will be useful for the future.
[bookmark: _Toc512286479][bookmark: _Toc512286543][bookmark: _Toc512286587]Technical Poster

Task 2 for the introduction to automotive engineering module was to create a technical poster which provides an overview of a theoretical topic and a practical session based on one of the engineering topics which we will encounter through our degree. Also, we had to include a background research and its importance in the Motorsport industry. The technical report is widely used in the academic community or conferences and it summarize crucial information, bullet points and key words to display to a reader the topic by using usually a mixture of tables, graphs, pictures and other presentation formats. 
The feedback criteria we received in assignments rely on research – informed literature, knowledge and understanding of subject, analysis, practical application and skills for professional practise.   
In this case the research has to do with the references I have used, but also the correct way of using them. My mark was low as I haven’t use the correct Harvard convention and haven’t included in-text citation. I must admit that my references were poor and not in the right order or convention just like the assignment I have analysed above. Is a mistake that occur in more than one assignments and made me realise that I need to pay more attention in references.
Regarding my knowledge and understanding I had a good introduction and background research of the topics and made my points clear for the reader. I had also good description and well organised sections that clearly shows my knowledge and deep understanding of the topics.
The analysis here is one more time related with the correct reference. Every graph, picture and table I have used had either wrong or not reference at all, as a result of this is the hard finding of the sources I have used.
No practical application and development
The last part of the marking criteria is about skills for professional practise. The analysis and understanding of two different topics was the first part of this assignment, the second part had to do with the combination of those topics and the relation between them, had to presented in the poster. The lack of information in places within the not correct link between the topics was the reason I have received low mark. Even though the reader can understand the relation and how the aerodynamic and composite material are connected in the real world and industry, is something that is not clear in my technical poster.
[bookmark: _Toc512286480][bookmark: _Toc512286544][bookmark: _Toc512286588]Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]A reflective report is very important for a better understanding of the marking criteria and most important, the mistakes I did in the assignments. Is a tool I must use from now on to understand these mistakes and improve my skills and my mark. Two very important things I realise from last year assignments was that I had problem with references and proof reading. Is a comment often seen in most of my assignments and I am trying my best to improve this year, although I have the feeling that I am doing better but there is still space for improvement. 
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