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I believe it is pertinent to explore a little about me as a Youth Worker and person to give a little context as to who the author of this dissertation is and what my perspectives are. On a personal level I am a 30-year-old member of the LGBT+ communities, grew up in areas of deprivation in Cardiff, diagnosed with 2 specific learning difficulties (dyslexia and dyspraxia) and of significance to this dissertation I am a survivor of Child Sexual Exploitation. On a professional level, whilst I am coming to the end of my degree, I have been involved in the field of Youth Work for around 12 years. I have experience in a range of settings such as: open access operated by both local authority and voluntary sector, school based, a project manager with LGBT+ young people, as a Youth Worker for Better Futures Cymru and much more which can be found by following this link.
I have chosen this subject due to a practice observation that the youth work sector is not as much of a key stakeholder in the prevention of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and the recovery of those affected by CSE as it could be. However, there are a few challenges in this topic, such as: how one might respond to an issue that is not well defined and whose definition can be regularly contested, defining Youth Work and contrasting it to the broader spectrum of ‘work with young people’. I have considered this as a pertinent time given the cause of concern of the recommendations and understanding of CSE present in the recent Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse in relation to CSE in Organised Networks report and what could ultimately impact those affected by CSE. It is my hypothesis that these recommendations could result in victims of CSE being disempowered, ignored, and harmed further.  I recognise that I am in a unique position to be able to explore the subject as I am a survivor of CSE and I have worked with other survivors both in specialist services within a social care response and with survivors as part of addressing needs in other service settings, such as youth hostels, youth work in targeted and mainstream environments.
The limitations of this research are that there is limited ability to account for young people’s views within this research directly, which is why this research shall, were possible, seek to enhance the voices and quotes of young people included in other research projects. Similarly, my experience could affect my judgement of the research; this will be managed by regular reflective sessions and where possible a ‘check-in’ whether the findings resonate with other practitioners. Another limitation of the dissertation will be that no practical research will have been carried out, therefore there is limited raw data to work from to enhance the findings. Furthermore, there is the limitation of this being an undergraduate dissertation, which Chris Hart describes the format and function of a literature review at this level as:
essentially descriptive, topic focussed; mostly indicative of the core and current sources on the topic. Analysis of the topic to write a justification, research question or hypothesis. Reading of the literature to identify a workable methodology. 
(Hart, 2018, p. 41)
It is my hope that the dissertation will act as a springboard to achieve a greater understanding of CSE by other Youth Work practitioners, the important role that Youth Work might play in this area for decision makers, funders and commissioners that could increase this work. Ultimately, this will prevent further children and young people from becoming victims of CSE and improve recovery and greater wellbeing for those who have been or are currently affected by CSE.
[bookmark: _Toc102645543][bookmark: _Toc102645537][bookmark: _Toc103537143][bookmark: _Toc104140646]Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc104140647]Theme 1 - Young People, Victimhood and Discrimination
[bookmark: _Toc103537145][bookmark: _Toc104140648]Introduction
This theme of the literature review will explore a number of ‘-hoods’, such as victimhood, childhood, adulthood and youthhood. The suffix -hood is ‘used with some nouns to make nouns meaning a particular state or period in someone’s life’ (Macmillan Dictionary, no date). For example, childhood is a period of being a child and victimhood is a state of being a victim. However, this section will explore what these periods and statuses mean in terms of social constructionism.
Social constructionism is ‘an approach to sociology which is agnostic towards the reality of social phenomena, preferring to investigate the way that there are produced within social relationships’ (Giddens, 2021a, p 65). This means that the constructions are not fixed and are subject to change according to their context across history and societies, such as gender in the West could be constructed differently than in other cultures and similar could be in the present compared to that of the past (Giddens, 2021b).
This section will also explore the related topic of discrimination and oppression of young people and related forms of discrimination that will hopefully provide a wider context to other studies in later sections and how they relate to youth and victimhood.
[bookmark: _Toc102645539][bookmark: _Toc103537146][bookmark: _Toc104140649]Victims and Victimhood
Victimhood can be defined as the state of being a victim. But what is a victim? A victim can be defined as “someone or something that has been hurt, damaged, or killed or has suffered, either because of the actions of someone or something else, or because of illness or chance” (Cambridge Dictionary, no date). This definition is chosen because it recognises that there are victims without personal offenders, an example a person can be a victim of poverty or racism, in which the something is a sociological context such as institutions or structures.
What is important though is that whilst a person can be a victim by definition, that does not mean that the person will be accepted as a victim based on the way that society constructs victimhood. Christie (1986, cited in Duggan, 2018) argues that victims gain access to victim status as to whether they fulfil the attributes of the ‘ideal victims’. Christie presents a definition of an ‘ideal victim’ as ‘a person or category of individuals, who – when hit by crime – most readily are given the complete and legitimate status of being a victim (Christie, 1986 quoted in Duggan, 2018). Christie goes on to explain that to be recognised as a victim, one needs to generally be seen as obtaining several attributes. The attributes of an ideal victim can be found in Table 1 .
[bookmark: _Toc103537124][bookmark: _Ref103742602][bookmark: _Toc104140719]Table 1 – Attributes of the ‘Ideal’ Victim
	Attribute
	Explanation
	Example of meeting the attribute

	Weakness
	When the potential victim has less power than the offending person or force
	An elderly woman walking home

	Carrying out a respectable project
	When the victim is carrying out a task or duty that is seen to be of noble or good intentions
	A person who is walking to a bank to donate money from a fundraiser

	Blameless
	The person is perceived to not have carried out any actions (in present or past) that bring into question their ability to protect themselves or to have put them at further risk
	A person wearing clothes that are conservative, whilst being in an area that is required and is during the daytime.

	The lack of connection to the offending person or force
	The victim is does not have a personal connection to the offending person or force
	The person was attacked by a stranger

	The harm was caused by a bad person or force
	The person has experienced harm because of the offender or force
	The victim has been severely injured resulting in hospital admission as a result of the offender’s attack

	The ability of the victim to claim victim status
	The person articulates that they are a victim and actively seek for this to be taken as such or to oppose those who would silence them
	The person is able to advocate for themselves that they are a victim to the police

	(Christie, 2018)



It is worth noting that as a victim myself I find the concept of blame related to victim status troubling, however I can see the evidence of this being a social construct that plays out in the UK society when recognising a victim.
[bookmark: _Toc102645540][bookmark: _Toc103537147][bookmark: _Toc104140650]Age orientated constructions
[bookmark: _Toc103537148][bookmark: _Toc104140651]Childhood and Adulthood
The concepts of ‘childhood’ and ‘adulthood’ are typically agreed as being socially constructed (Pressler, 2010). Pressler (2010) argues that there are 3 typical ideologies of childhood, these are: ‘the angelic, the demonic and the small person’ (p19).
The angelic view of childhood as the name may suggest is the construction of childhood as time of innocence and in need of protection (Pressler, 2010), therefore dependent (Hallett, 2017; Beckett, 2019). This angelic perception of childhood, and by extension children, is also subject to the ‘developmentalism’ discourse in which the child is not a full person as they are not an adult yet (Woodhead, 2003 cited in Pressler, 2010). 
The demonic ideology of childhood is a suggestion that children are evil; they need moulding and to be controlled, this again leads to the concept that the children are incomplete as they have yet to become adults (Pressler, 2010).
The small people ideology of childhood is centred around the notion that children are just small version of adults, however this appears to be a more historical view of childhood (Clarke, 2010).
A theme of the angelic and demonic ideologies of childhood is that the construction of childhood somehow renders children as not being ‘full-people’ as it were (Pressler, 2010). This conception of what Blatterer (2007) refers to as being ‘personhood’, is construct that refers to a someone’s full membership of the social system and status as a ‘full adult’ (Eisenstast, 1971 cited in Blatterer, 2007). What is of significance here is that childhood is separated from this notion, as Hock and James (1993 cited in Blatterer, 2007) argue the characteristics of personhood in western society as obtaining autonomy, self-determination and choice. 
What is clear though in the angelic and demonic ideologies of childhood is that this must then counter itself as being different from adulthood, but then what is adulthood? What is interesting is that in a sociological perspective there is an assumed sense of adulthood that typically appears to be routinely unexamined (Blatterer, 2007). The accepted markers of the ‘ideal’ adulthood are those of: having one’s own family (one’s own children), the attainment of a stable relationship through commitment (typically that of marriage), attaining and security in a job, and being able to live independently (Blatterer, 2007). 
[bookmark: _Toc103537149][bookmark: _Toc104140652]Youth and Youth Workers– an In-between or achieving maturity?
According to Bradford (2012) the period of youth is considered a transitional state from childhood to adulthood, however it is not just a transitional state but one of liminality. A liminal state is one that occupies a space in which something is neither in the space it originated from or the space it is heading (Bradford, 2012), which in the context of Youth it is seen as neither childhood nor adulthood. Those that occupy these liminal states, sometimes referred to as liminars, are often seen as dangerous and anomalous (Bradford, 2012). Anomalous can be defined as: ‘different from what is usual, or not in agreement with something else and therefore not satisfactory’ (Cambridge, no date). In this case, ‘youth’ would be seen as anomalous to the constructions of childhood and adulthood in Braford’s (2012) view.
Young (2006) argues that Youth Workers conceptualise the constructions of adulthood and youth differently than of the kinds of constructions already mentioned. Young argues that Youth Workers’ understanding of adulthood to be more in line with the definition of ‘maturity’: 
A highly developed sensitivity to the requirements of others on oneself and a flexibility to express the appropriate aspects of one’s individuality to meet the situation. Such maturity does not come rapidly and assumes the self-discipline and humility that comes from a careful discernment of one’s own social situation and personal potentiality.
(Davies and Gibson, 1967 quoted in Young, 2006, p 30)
Young (2006) also refers to a list of attributes of adulthood from a Youth Worker’s perspective, these are listed in Table 2. What is interesting is these do not mirror the qualities that are arguably constructed according to Batterer (2007) mentioned earlier. As a Youth Worker and from when I was a previous young person working with Youth Workers, the attributes that Young (2006) presents is something that resonates with my perspective and my experiences respectively.
[bookmark: _Ref103297293][bookmark: _Toc103537125][bookmark: _Ref103765895][bookmark: _Toc104140720]Table 2 – Qualities of Adulthood as perceived by Youth Workers
	· The ability to engage in a clear exchange of information without seeking to manipulate or ‘out do’ others
	· Making choices from an informed position having considered the consequences for yourself, the community and others

	· Having emotional maturity and having control over yourself including of your emotions
	· Being able to say what you believe even if everyone else believes something different

	· Being in control of your life and having a sense of where your life is going
	· Being able to be in a group of peers and still be an individual 

	· Having self-respect and personal confidence
	· Being able to give to others

	· Acknowledging where you are at – your feeling, thoughts and desires
	· Taking responsibility of one’s own actions

	· Having a clear value system	Comment by Adam Kaps (2104681): Pronounce the interdependence 
	

	(Young, 2006, pp 29-30)



It is not to say however that the relevance of the Batterler’s (2007) ideas of adulthood or Bradford’s (2012) notions of Youthhood is not useful. For understanding what perspectives of young people by others and their ‘apparent’ destination to adulthood. I would argue that these do give context to the way in which society views children and young people as a general and how these feed into the context of young people’s experience and how they may be oppressed and discriminated against.
[bookmark: _Toc103537150][bookmark: _Toc104140653]Discrimination, Oppression, and young people
Thompson (2021) argues that discrimination is more than its dictionary definition when typically used in the legal, moral or political contexts. Thompson defines discrimination as not only when a difference is identified but also when it used to treat a person unfairly.
Oppression can be defined as the sustained effect of discrimination about by the dominance of one group over another, through the utilisation of power. (Thompson, 2021).
Young (2006) would argue that young people experience a form of oppression and discrimination through the form of ageism. Ageism can be defined as ‘a form of oppression that results from being discriminated against purely on the grounds of age as an assumed indicator of competence and worth’ (Thompson, 2017 quoted in Thompson, 2021, p 184). When considering the constructions of childhood and youthhood presented in a sociological context, young people are being discriminated against on account of age, by the very nature that they are seen and treated as not being a ‘full person’ and in the case of youth, their perceived danger to adults.
The ‘reasonable punishment’ of children was a discriminatory and oppressive structural mechanism that arrived from much of the demonic ideology of childhood and their ‘need for correction’, however this has recently been removed as a defence in Wales (Welsh Government, 2022). Similarly, the casting young people as ‘thugs’, ‘yobs’, and ‘feral’ in the media and of teenagers cast as: “lacking respect” (68 per cent), “lazy” (58 per cent), “anti-social” (54 per cent), “lacking direction” (53 per cent) and “apathetic” (48 per cent) (Tyler, 2014) is further support of a discriminatory mechanism.
However, Young (2006) argues that young people do not only experience ageism in isolation but that it can be intertwined with other forms of oppression. Due to the limitations of word-count and such within this dissertation only three forms of discriminatory and oppressive ideologies out of the many that exist will be drawn on. The three forms of oppression are: sexism, disablism/ableism and heterosexism.
[bookmark: _Toc103537151][bookmark: _Toc104140654]Sexism
[bookmark: _Toc102645541]Sexism can be defined as:
A deep-rooted, often unconscious system of beliefs, attitudes, behaviour and institutions in which distinctions between a person’s intrinsic human worth are made on the grounds of their biological sex and gender roles
(Bullock and Trombley, 2000 quoted in Thompson, 2021, p112)
However, this definition should be read with caution, because reflecting on my previous experience of trans* young people, in which the constructions of sex, gender and gender identity are different to the limitations found in Thompson’s (2021) work, however, are somewhat recognised in publications by Giddens and Sutton (2021a, 2021b). To add context for those readers that may be unfamiliar with the term ‘trans*’, it can be defined as ‘an umbrella term to describe people whose gender identity and sense of self does not wholly match the gender they were assigned at birth.’ (Youth Cymru, 2014, p13).
To understand this concept in more depth, the constructions of sex and gender, gender and gender roles will be defined. Giddens and Sutton (2021a, p971) have explained sex and gender as the ‘anatomical differences between males and females. Sociologists often contrast sex with gender, which refers to the socially constructed norms associated with men and women’. Gender roles can be defined as ‘Social roles assigned to each sex and labelled as masculine or feminine’(Giddens and Sutton, 2021a,p. 958). A social role can be defined as ‘the expected behaviour of an individual occupying a particular social position’ (Giddens and Sutton, 2021a, p. 972).
What is crucial from my understanding of working with trans* young people is that typical society views: sex, gender norms, gender roles and gender identities; through the binary lens of binarism, giving us only male/masculine/man and female/feminine/woman. Binarism can be defined as ‘a set of attitudes and beliefs that classify ideas, objects or systems (such as gender, race and sexuality) into two, often opposing, categories’ (Shelton and Mallon, 2022, p238).
It could be argued that sexism could also incorporate other noted forms of oppression such as: cisgenderism, an ideology that views those who are cisgender as more valued (Lennon and Mistler, 2014). For the context of the reader, cisgender is ‘a term used to describe a person whose gender aligns with the gender that is typically associated with assigned sex at birth’ (Shelton and Mallon, 2022, p238)
The literature which tends to focus on a binary lens of gender and therefore its inequality, I take a stance close to that of what Giddens and Sutton present as Rice’s views:
Rice (2014: 67–9) argues that the two-gender system across society produces persistent pressures on children to take on a gendered identity and has serious consequences in their lives. This system is firmly embedded within virtually all aspects of society, from gendered children’s toys to targeted make-up for girls and separate toilets in shops and public places. Rice says that, ‘Beyond brushing off stereotypes, altering this system requires broader and deeper changes at social, psychological, and physical levels, such as changing our language, institutions, relationships, and our sense of our bodies and selves.’
(Giddens and Sutton, 2021b, p. 556).
Therefore, I propose that the construction of the gender binary is harmful to all.
[bookmark: _Toc103537152][bookmark: _Toc104140655]Ableism
Disablism can be defined as the ‘systematic discrimination against people with disabilities which produces a milieu of oppression and degradation’ (Thompson, 2021, p213). Ableism can be defined as ‘stereotyping, prejudice, discrimination and social oppression towards people with disabilities’ (Bogart and Dunn, 2019, p 650). For the purpose of this dissertation, I will adopt the term ableism going forward as I make the case that many forms of ‘-isms’ highlight the construction that ideology that results in the oppression and discrimination. For example, in regard to sexism, I argue that this comes from the ideology that normalises that sex as a biological basis causes these differences between men and women, and how that ideology serves to justify roles according to assigned sex. In respect to that of ableism, I argue that this highlights the ideology is that one should be ‘able’ and therefore those that do not fit into that are seen as divergent and therefore lesser.
[bookmark: _Toc103537153][bookmark: _Toc104140656]Heterosexism 
Heterosexism can be defined as:
Heterosexism reflects the dominance of the worldview in which heterosexuality is used as the standard against which all people are measured; everyone is assumed to be heterosexual unless proven otherwise, and anyone not fitting into this pattern is considered to be abnormal, sick, morally corrupt and inferior. The assumption of heterosexuality and its superiority is perpetuated through its institutionalization within laws, media, religions and language, which either actively discriminate against non-heterosexuals or else render them invisible through silence.
(Wise, 2000 quoted in Thompson, 2021, p 254)
Heterosexism is commonly linked to homophobia, however, can also impact on others who are non-heterosexuals such as asexuals, bisexuals, demisexuals. I argue that heterosexism is supported by the ideology of monosexism, which can be defined as ‘Monosexism is a social structure operating through a presumption that everyone is, or should be, monosexual (attracted to no more than one gender)’ (Eisner, no date).
[bookmark: _Ref104120682][bookmark: _Ref104120687][bookmark: _Ref104120691][bookmark: _Toc104140657]THEME 2 – Defining Child Sexual Exploitation and its importance
[bookmark: _Toc102645544][bookmark: _Toc104140658]What is Child Abuse?
As a collected term Child Abuse is not a defined term however in a legislative context a ‘child’ and ‘abuse’ are defined by law in Wales. The term ‘child’ in relation to safeguarding means a person who is under the age of 18 years old, which is agreed unanimously across the four nations of the United Kingdom (Social Service and Well-being Act (Wales) 2014; Children’s Act 1989; Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, The Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995) and internationally as part of the UNCRC (UNICEF, 2016). The term abuse in general terms means ‘to treat someone cruelly or violently’ (Cambridge Dictionary, no date), and more specifically within safeguarding the term ‘abuse’ in Welsh legislation relates to ‘physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial abuse’ (Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, s197), and has similar meaning throughout the UK (Stop It Now! UK and Ireland, no date). Collectively then it is my understanding that child abuse means ‘the cruel or violent treatment of a physical, sexual, psychological, emotional and/or financial nature of a person under the age of 18”. Whilst not stated in the definition of abuse that these kinds of abuse could concurrently occur, it does from observation as a Youth Work practitioner occur and in current training these make up the categories of abuse (Social Care Wales, no date).
[bookmark: _Toc102645545][bookmark: _Toc104140659]What is Child Sexual Abuse?
Child Sexual Abuse in Wales is defined as:
‘forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening, including: physical contact, including penetrative or non-penetrative acts; non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, pornographic material or watching sexual activities or encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways.’
(Welsh Government, 2019, p 4)
The definitions across the UK are broadly similar and the differentiations appear to be a case of semantics in the application of these definitions, therefore the author has not chosen to explore these further in these pieces, however they will be contained in Appendix B for the reader’s ease.
[bookmark: _Toc102645546][bookmark: _Toc104140660]What is Child Sexual Exploitation
[bookmark: _Toc104140661]Historically
To fully answer this question, it is pertinent to look at the origins of the definition and how that history plays a crucial role in understanding the current situation for the definition in its policy, legal and practice contexts.
[bookmark: _Toc104140662]Child Prostitution
Prior to the millennium it should be noted that Child Sexual Exploitation was typically referred to as ‘Child Prostitution’ and was typically seen as a justice response in which children were often criminalised. In a period of 6 years, there were approximately 1,700 convictions of children (those under 18) for prostitution related offences, and a further approximate figure of 2,300 cautions issued for the same set of offences (Ayre and Barrett, 2000). The significance of these dates is also crucial as they are in a time following the introduction of the Children Act 1989 which detailed in section 1 of the act that ‘the child’s welfare shall be the court’s paramount consideration’, which seems completely at odds with the conviction of children for what is now hard to reconcile as harm of a child. Children young as 10 were cautioned (Ayre and Barret, 2000) and this is the lowest it could go as the minimum age of criminal responsibility is 10 years old (Ayre and Barret, 2000; Crown Prosecution Service, no date). This is compounded further again as children from the age of 8 were identified by Youth Workers as being involved in the exchange of money for sex (Green, Mulroy and O’Neill, 1997).
[bookmark: _Toc104140663]CSE under the guise of grooming and focussed on ‘at risk’
In 2000 the Department of Health (2000) published statutory guidance titled ‘Safeguarding Children Involved in Prostitution’ which despite the terminology not being changed at this stage, it did pave the way from focussing on a criminal response to that of a welfare. This led to a reduction in prosecutions of child prostitution related offences until 2006 in which there have been none since (Welsh Assembly Government, 2011). The Welsh Assembly Government was explicit in its guidance that:
the Assembly Government is clear that children and young people who are sexually exploited should not be regarded as having bad or criminal behaviour: they are the victims of sexual abuse
(Welsh Assembly Government, 2011, p 9)
This guidance was followed by the All-Wales Child Protection Procedures Group publishing the ‘Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at Risk of Abuse through Sexual Exploitation: All Wales Protocol’ which embedded the SERAF. The SERAF was a risk assessment tool developed by Barnardos that intended to aid professionals in scoping risk of CSE to a child (Clutton and Coles, 2008). The WAG accepted Barnardos definition of CSE as their own:
Child sexual exploitation is the coercion or manipulation of children and young people into taking part in sexual activities. It is a form of sexual abuse involving an exchange of some form of payment which can include money, mobile phones and other items, drugs, alcohol, a place to stay, ‘protection’ or affection. The vulnerability of the young person and grooming process employed by perpetrators renders them powerless to recognise the exploitative nature of relationships and unable to give informed consent.
(Clutton and Coles, 2008, p 2; All Wales Child Protection Procedures Group, 2013, p 3, my emphasis)
In this definition it became clear that the model of grooming was perceived as important.
[bookmark: _Ref103764627][bookmark: _Toc104140721]Table 3 – Misconceptions of CSE
	Misconceptions of CSE (Hallett et al., 2017)

	· The word grooming is interchangeable with CSE
	· Victims of CSE do not have any agency

	· CSE victims are always female
	· Perpetrators of CSE only men

	· Abusers are only adults
	· Abusers do not act alone

	· CSE only happens in the community and not in the home
	



The guidance and protocol were later reviewed in 2017 which highlighted several issues with the guidance and protocols (Hallett et al., 2017), as can be seen in Table 3. Importantly, the misconception that CSE only occurs through grooming was significant, as it opposed recognition of the those previously labelled as ‘child prostitutes’ and those engaging in sexual activity in exchange for other gains while being aware of the exchange (Hallett, 2017). Furthermore, the review also highlighted that young people appear absent of any agency, in part this could be a result of campaigns like the ‘Puppet on a String’ (Figure 1) from Barnardos in which children are seen as being completely controlled (Beckett, 2019).
[image: A picture containing text, swing, person
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[bookmark: _Ref103506279][bookmark: _Toc104140726]Figure 1 – Puppet on a String Imagery from Barnardos
I argue that the ‘Puppet on a String’ campaign altered the public’s perceptions of ‘child prostitutes’ to align with imagery of the angelic childhood (Pressler, 2010), allow to take on more attributes of the ‘ideal victim’ (Christe, 2018).  The angelic childhood construct allows children to be seen as in need of protection and innocent (Pressler, 2010), and this correlate to the ideal victim attributes of weakness and blamelessness (Christie, 2018). Furthermore, I argue the campaign supported the victims to be able to gain victim status (Christie, 2018), as the claim to victim status was made by proxy through organisations like Barnardos. This may be the cause for victims being perceived as having no agency (Hallet et al., 2017), as the notion of angelic childhood is bound in with a lack personhood (Eisenstast, 1971 cited in Blatterer, 2007) and therefore a lack autonomy (Hock and James, 1993 cited in Blatterer, 2007), which I argue is connected to the concept of agency.
The review of the guidance also highlighted issues with the SERAF, in that the SERAF tool was used effectively as a screening tool and determined whether a person was or was not a victim of CSE, which led to victims not being recognised (Hallett et al., 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc104140664]Currently
A key theme to the literature regarding the topic of CSE is that it has a range of contested definitions; there is currently no universal definition across the UK. The definitions of the 4 nations of the UK have been included in Appendix A.
The common elements amongst all national government definitions of CSE are succinctly summed up in the Welsh definition of CSE (excluding the notes) ‘Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) – is a form of sexual abuse, involves a child, involves some sort of exchange’ (Welsh Government, 2021, p7)
This notion of exchange refers to sexual activity being exchange for a gain for either the perpetrator or the victim. Some nations’ definitions of CSE introduce concepts of: manipulation, coercion, deceit, force, enticement and the imbalance of power (Welsh Government, 2021; Scottish Government, 2016; Department of Education, 2017; Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland, 2014).
Adam Richard Kaps (2104681)		Module – ECYW6001
In Table 4 the definitions components are laid out to show which definition contains which element and you will find the complete definitions mention for CSE in each nation in the appendix. 
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[bookmark: _Ref103766489][bookmark: _Toc104140722]Table 4 - Summary of characteristics from each organisation’s definition of CSE and Modern Slavery based sexual exploitation
	Topic Covered
	CSE
	Modern Slaver based Sexual Exploitation

	Author type
	Governments
	Inquiry
	3rd Sector
	Legal
	Home Office

	
	Wales (previous)
	Wales (current)
	England’s
	Scotland
	Northern Ireland
	IICSA
	Barnardo’s
	Sexual offences Act 2003
	Modern Slavery definition
	Modern slavery typology

	Exchange
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	X
	x
	x

	Coercion
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	x
	x
	
	x
	x

	Manipulation
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	x
	X
	
	
	

	Deceit
	
	
	X
	
	
	x
	X
	
	x
	x

	Force
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	x

	Power imbalance/abuse
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	x
	

	Perpetrators can be the only one to gain in exchange
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	x
	x

	Young person/victim gain in exchange
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	x
	

	Restrictions of perpetrator gain
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Enticement
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	



These definitions are further contested by the recent report released by the Independent Inquiry in Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) (Jay et al., 2022) regarding the element of exchange in definitions of child sexual exploitation. The report states:
The unique feature of child sexual exploitation is that children are coerced, manipulated or deceived into sexual activity. The issue of exchange is an unhelpful distraction. Exchange may be present in some cases of child sexual exploitation but not others. The current statutory definition in England, which provides that, in the absence of exchange, an element of financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator is necessary, is too restrictive. Child sexual exploitation can occur without these elements. 
(Jay et al., 2022, p141)
The basis for this conclusion came in part from the 3 main sources cited in the report, of which were from the accounts of: Amanda Naylor, representing Barnardos; Ms Lewis, representing the Angelou Centre; and Dr Helen Beckett, representing the Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse. These accounts typically supported the notions that children could be blamed for their abuse (Naylor, cited in IICSA, 2020a; Lewis, cited in IICSA, 2020d) and that the definition in provided in England was so broad it wasn’t useful when including young people who do not receive something as part of the exchange (Beckett, cited in IICSA, 2020b). It is not accurate from the cited evidence in the report of Dr Beckett’s testimony that she inferred that the concept of exchange is unhelpful, but rather that in its presentation in the current English definition is unhelpful. Her critique of the and/or component of gain in the exchange by either the victim, perpetrator or both was clear (Beckett, cited in IICSA, 2020b). 
However, it is key to note that the report did highlight that there were accounts that argued in favour of the inclusion of exchange from: Dr Sophie Hallett, representing Cardiff University and Sophie Langdale, representing the Department of Education. Both ascertain that the concept of exchange is a crucial element as part of responding to CSE as it addresses the identification of needs being met in the process of exchange (Hallett, cited in IICSA, 2020b; Langsdale, cited in IICSA, 2020c).
One aspect that is identifiable in this analysis is that the experiences of children, young people and victims impacted by this are not represented in any direct form. Given the contentiousness of this concept in the definition, an absence of directly citing the experiences of survivors in this conclusion is of concern. Upon further inspections of the transcripts of the hearings cited in the report for this contested concept of exchange in the definition, there are occasions where people did either attempt to or were successful in quoting survivors experience or positions. Those that had tried to deliver messages from young people were: Amanda Naylor; Dr Sophie Hallett; and Albert Heaney, representing Welsh Government. During the hearing Amanda Naylor raises that a male survivor had contacted her prior to her appearing at the hearing and his views on the definition, of which she states:
‘I had a conversation with a young man, who is a survivor of Child Sexual Abuse, just this week, who wanted to talk to me around our definition and the evidence I was going to give today because he said his exploitation would not have been identified if the word “exchange” wasn’t in the definition.’
(Naylor quoted in IICSA, 2020a, pp 161-162, emphasis added)
What is interesting in this statement is that whilst IICSA cited this her statements at the hearing, they failed to account that a survivor of CSE argued its importance in her statement at the hearing, of which is arguably more value to the discussion.
Furthermore, if we look at the statement of Dr Hallett, we will find that she paraphrases a young person also stating that:
‘So firstly it [exchange] brings attention to and recognition of the wider context surrounding sexually exploitative relationships and encounters, and positions vulnerability and unmet needs as a central part of the problem that requires attention. So it was very clear in my research from those young people that took part that they did not separate out sexual exploitation from, as they termed it, “the things going on in their lives”.
So if I can sum up this in a quote from one of the young people, the said:’
(Hallett quoted in IICSA, 2020b, pp99)  
Then Dr Hallett paraphrased a quote from her doctoral thesis, from a young person, which they stated: 
“it [sexual exploitation] doesn’t just happen it happens because either things just aren’t addressed, people are less able to fend for themselves and they don’t get the help they need, for whatever reason, and are put into difficult positions and sometimes it does take them there and if, people were there to help them in the first place then they wouldn’t, then this wouldn’t happen” 
(‘Nathan’ quoted in Hallett, 2013, p66)
From the combination of Dr Hallett’s analysis from her statement in the hearing and the original quote from the young person, it is clear that exchange relates to the young person’s unmet needs which they see as a crucial part of prevention. Hallett (2013, 2017) explains that the young people in her research agreed that if these unmet needs were met then there would not be able to be exploited. 
The last person who had attempted but was unsuccessful to place the voice of a survivor at the heart of this discussion was Albert Heaney, who was the Director for Social Services and Integration for Welsh Government at the time during the hearing. Mr Heaney however was advised to not present the quote from the survivor to the inquiry without legal advice (IICSA, 2020c). 
I am analysing this through a rights-based Youth Work perspective (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019; Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018), therefore I take into consideration Article 12 of the UNCRC, the right for children to be heard on matters that affect them (UNICEF, 2016). As the views of survivors are not reflected in the IICSA report and from my analysis of the voices of young survivors/victims, I do not see the IICSA’s conclusion that exchange is not a central feature of CSE as valid. My stance is founded in a philosophical position based on the principles and values of Youth Work that respects young people’s views (Davies, 2021; Young, 2006) and is based in their right to be involved (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019; Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018), and to validate IICSA’s recommendation would be at odds with that position. 
I argue the rebranding of ‘child prostitution’ to CSE using imagery relating to angelic childhood, has confused the matter further. Young people who initiate a sexual exchange or refuse to be ‘rescued’ by services are at odds with the imagery of angelic childhood as: asexual, passive, and innocent (Pressler, 2010; Hallett, 2017; Beckett, 2019); as they display agency. This means the definition no longer serves some young people it was originally intended to protect.
[bookmark: _Toc104140665]Modern Slavery and Child Criminal Exploitation
I argue that CSE currently contains an element of perpetrator gain because of the work on Modern Slavery. Modern Slavery is briefly mentioned in the Welsh statutory guidance (Welsh Government, 2021), and sexual exploitation is mentioned in the UK’s typology of Modern Slavery (Home Office, 2017). According to the Home Office: ‘Modern slavery encompasses: human trafficking; slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour (Home Office, 2022, page 17). However, what is human trafficking? The Home Office have incorporated the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings definition of trafficking into their statutory guidance. They both define human trafficking as:
the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.
(Home Office, 2022, p 17; Council of Europe, 2005, p 3)
In addition to this definition the guidance refers to the addition of ‘forced criminality’ (Home Office, 2022) and is referenced more clearly in the Home Offices typology of Modern Slavery in which it refers to it as criminal exploitation (Home Office, 2017)
The definition of CCE can be found in Appendix D. Why is the definition of CCE relevant? I argue as I have emphasised in the table, that the definition equally has a focus on that of exchange. For me this is indicative of a potential relationship of harm through exchange. In this context when I use the word harm, I am referring to the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 interpretation in section 197 in which harm means: ‘abuse or the impairment of— (a)physical or mental health, or (b)physical, intellectual, emotional, social or behavioural development’.
[bookmark: _Toc104140666]Child Exploitation – Commentary of young people
As mentioned earlier it appears that the root of exchange is key to young people in the definition of CSE, but this idea of exchange is not limited to CSE, as mentioned above. Young People involved in the review of the Welsh statutory guidance also recognised this, which can be illustrated by a young person’s comment ‘“there are much easier ways to make money than just having sex”’ (young person quoted in Hallett et al., 2017, p 44). Similarly it was argued by another young person involved in the review also felt it would be of benefit to professionals if to have a wider understanding of how children and young people are exploited, saying ‘“I don’t think people who work with children and young people understand that there’s more than the sexual stuff involved…there’s other stuff’” (young person quoted in Hallett et al., 2017, p 44). The same young person argued that bringing under one definition would ‘“break it all down for them and help them [practitioners]”’ (young person quoted in Hallett et al., 2017, p44).
[bookmark: _Toc102645549][bookmark: _Toc104140667]Theme 3 - Defining Youth Work Practice
[bookmark: _Toc104140668]Purpose, principles, and practice 
To first examine this area, we must consider in it’s purest forms what Youth Work is and then its relationship to wider areas such as Youth Services and work with young people.
The purpose of Youth Work in the UK is to:
enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential.
(CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019, p4)
Although the purpose of Youth Work is clear, the methodology and approach is somewhat less clear. Exploring even a key document like Youth Work in Wales: Purposes and Principles (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018) we can see that a stated principle such as “Youth work is based on the voluntary engagement of young people”(Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018, pp4), however two pages earlier in the same guide it states “Youth Work in Wales is based primarily on a voluntary relationship between young people and youth workers” (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018, emphasis added, pp4). The word ‘primarily’ to me means that it is mainly based in voluntary engagement, not that it is essential. In turn this highlights that even something that should be as fundamental listed principle is not always present. 
[bookmark: _Toc104140669]‘Pure’ Youth Work
In the Manifesto for Youth Work, Bernard Davies (2021) argues that work with young people should meet a set of criteria for it to be considered as Youth Work, this enables Youth Workers to claim a distinctive professional identity. These can be seen in the Appendix C.
[bookmark: _Toc102645550][bookmark: _Toc104140670]Voluntary engagement
[bookmark: _Toc102645551]As mentioned above an accepted tenet or principle of Youth Work is voluntary engagement with young people (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018; Jeffs and Smith, 2010; Davies 2010; Sapin 2013) however this is questionable when we consider the positions of where Youth Workers are located and their contexts. It is not without critique though as to whether voluntary engagement is essential for the process to be considered Youth Work (Jon Ord, 2009) and whether voluntary participation is one end of an incremental continuum with its other side being compliance, control and compulsion (Payne, 2009). An example of this may be that whilst a young person isn’t choosing to attend, whether they engage is a different matter; it is arguable that the voluntary engagement should be measured against the context they are placed in. 
[bookmark: _Toc104140671]Informal and non-formal
Youth Work finds itself in the realms of informal and non-formal activity (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018), but what does that mean? Interestingly we must first agree the ‘activity’ in question. It is suggested from context of the field that we are talking about either learning or education. Smith (2019) argues that the difference between the two is in the intentionality, with education being intentional and learning being incidental, and therefore there is critique around the usefulness of learning over education. As a result of this critique, I will be focussing on education as the activity. Informal education takes the form of conversation, understanding experience and is not limited to a setting (Jeffs and Smith, 2005, cited in Jeffs and Smith, 2010). By contrast non-formal education is seen as a negotiated set of learning objectives between those involved (Smith, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc102645552][bookmark: _Toc104140672]Starting and going beyond where the young person is, recognising them as individuals and their feelings
Davies (2021) writes about the importance of understanding the hopes and potential of young people and working to support young people in their agenda based not only on future growth but for the ‘here and now’ (p2). Ingram and Harris (2001) add to this with the notion that Youth Workers work with young people in that here and now rather than ‘not from where we would like them to be’ (p 18). By recognising young people for where they are at, Youth Worker’s perceive young people for the potential they have rather than with deficiency from an ideal (Davies, 2021) and value them for who they are (Young, 2006). This aspect of starting where a young person is also connects to the process of emancipatory or problem-posing education, in which the young person is seen as becoming more critically conscious (Purcell and Beck, 2010). This critical consciousness supports young people to see themselves in terms of their social reality and how to impact it to cause change (Jess and Newman, 2004 cited in Purcell and Beck, 2010). Therefore, it is not just about seeing a young person for where they are now but supporting them be where they want to be.
[bookmark: _Toc102645553][bookmark: _Toc104140673]Rights-based and Anti-oppressive practice based in cultural and community identities
Youth Work is concerned with the rights of children and young people (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018; CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019), not only in relation to their position as young people but also as members of other communities such as: those who are LGBT+, homelessness, or as this dissertation focuses on those who are victims or survivors of CSE. This aspect of practice is typically referred to as either anti-oppressive or anti-discriminatory practice (Sapin, 2013; Thompson, 2021; CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019) and is founded in the pillar of inclusion in Youth Work (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018). Sapin (2013, p7) argues that Youth Work can work with young people as an ‘agency for change’ in challenging the structural and social inequalities and beliefs that cause negative discrimination. This is arguably what makes Youth Work different to the way other professions (like social workers) that incorporate anti-oppressive practice, Youth Workers work with those oppressed to achieve change, rather than to make a change for those oppressed.
[bookmark: _Toc102645554][bookmark: _Toc104140674]Group work and peer networks
Youth Work has a long tradition of supporting and valuing group work and whilst is not present in all kinds of modern Youth Work, it does present itself as a more unique way of working when compared to the commonly individualistic approach of social work. Group work has a range of benefits noted and understood by Youth Workers, such as: improving health and wellbeing, developing social skills, and providing a potential for political involvement (Patton, 2010). This potential for political involvement when combined with the problem-posing education (Jess and Newman, 2004 cited in Purcell and Beck, 2010) and Youth Work’s anti-discriminatory and anti-oppressive practice (Sapin, 2013; Thompson, 2021; CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019) is arguably fostering collective action in groups through the raising of critical consciousness (Purcell and Beck, 2010).
[bookmark: _Toc102645555][bookmark: _Toc104140675]Relationships and power
A key feature of Youth Work is its focus on relationships between the Youth Worker professional and the young person (Ingram and Harris, 2001; Young, 2006; Jeffs and Smith, 2010; Davies, 2021). These relationships are distinctly different in their characteristics than that of other professions such as social work and teachers due to a more equal dynamics of power in the relationships between the Youth Worker and young person (Davies, 2021). These relationships are also founded in honesty, reciprocity, respect, trust, and the acceptance and value of young people (Young, 2006). 
[bookmark: _Toc104140676]Principles and Practices in context
Commonly accepted principles in Youth Work are: Voluntary engagement, starting where the young person is, a rights-based approach, a process founded in non-formal and informal education, based on equality and inclusion, operates within a group context, contains a focus on the relationship between young people and the Youth Work, a view as for reaching their full potential (Ingram and Harris, 2001; Young, 2006; Jeffs and Smith, 2010; Patton, 2010; Sapin, 2013; Davies, 2021). However, it is important to note the importance of context, such as: where a youth worker is (organisationally) and the young person’s situation (Payne, 2009). For example, if a young person is being abused then our response is not one of an educationalist (be that informal or non-formal), it becomes one of a welfare response.

[bookmark: _Toc102645557][bookmark: _Toc104140677]Theme 4 -Needs Analysis and interventions of CSE Victims/Survivors
[bookmark: _Toc102645558][bookmark: _Toc104140678]Needs Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc104140679]General population
To assess the needs of CSE Victims and Survivors, I shall first consider the literature that highlights a set of issue in the ‘general’ population of that community in Wales. The Keeping Safe report notes that significant factors that affect the likelihood of being a victim of CSE are: being female, experience of prior sexual abuse which was magnified if it was extra-familial abuse, the number of moves a young person has experienced in their living situation causing instability, having positive relationships with peers, how many support agencies were involved, how many social workers a person had been assigned and pregnancy (Hallett et al., 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc104140723]Table 5 – Protective and Risk Factors to CSE
	Protective factor
	Risk factor (increased likelihood of being a victim)

	Positive relationship with peers
	Being female

	How many agencies were involved with the young person
	Prior sexual abuse

	How many social workers were involved with the young person
	The number of moves experienced by a young person

	The young person being pregnant
	


(Hallett et al., 2019)
To add to some context of these factors it is worth noting that the Keeping Safe report adds 2 cautionary notes, for the protective factors, firstly is that the number of social workers involved appears to be related more toward those in which there appears to be an approach from Social Services to find a Social Worker that can build establish a positive relationship with the young person. Secondly, that the factor of pregnancy is one that could be related towards increased resources and input from service to cater for the young person’s needs because of pregnancy rather than the pregnancy itself.
A critique though that can’t be overlooked in this report is context in which this study was undertaken. The report itself was written in 2019 however the case files were selected from 2006 exercise related to the SERAF. This is pertinent as it would be important to note that an analysis of case files from that time could have been impacted by professionals understanding of CSE at that time which typically focussed on a grooming model as mentioned in theme 2 and their conceptions of the ‘idealised’ victim mentioned in theme 1. This could easily account for the relationship with being a girl as an increased factor in being a victim of CSE.
[bookmark: _Toc104140680]Boys and young men
It is worth noting here that Beech et al. (2018) found in their literature review that there is little written about boys and young men as victims of CSE as research tended to be heavily biased towards girls being victims and boys being perpetrators of CSE and CSA. Therefore, I believe it is pertinent to explore how boys are affected by CSE outside of a general population study in comparison to examining girls and CSE as well.
In a report by Barnardos, ‘I Never Spoke About It’… (Thomas and Speyer, 2016), it highlights that professionals are more likely to perceive boys as being the perpetrators rather than victims of CSE and that professionals do not give the same weight of indicators when applied to boys. The issues with this could lead to the contextual issues recording of case files in Keeping Safe report that led them to identify that girls and young women to be so significantly more likely to be victims of CSE. However again the context of this report is based in an issue in which the definition of the CSE comes which includes the elements of grooming which in itself present issues (citation – Hallett et al Review). 
Boys 2 was a significant piece of research carried out by Barnardos on behalf of the Home Office. It was developed to improve the identification, assessment and interventions of boys and young men who are victims of CSE. The report had 5 strands to the study: a literature review on male victims of CSE and CSA, workshops with professionals in fields related to CSE, analysis of case files of young people, interviews with boys and young men who were/are at risk of CSE, the results of psychometric measures to compare the general population of young people and the boys and young men involved in the interviews. (Beech et al. 2018)
The interviews with the boys and young men highlighted a number of themes of experiences particularly around: the family environment, school life, transitions, risk indicators and interventions (Beech et al., 2018). These are further explored in Table 6.

[bookmark: _Ref103574862][bookmark: _Toc104140724]Table 6 – Summary of findings from Interview with boys and young men who are victims of CSE (Beech et al., 2018, my emphasis)

Beech et al. (2018) from focus groups with professional found the issues listed in Table 7.






[bookmark: _Ref103576930][bookmark: _Toc104140725]Table 7 – Summary of Findings from Professional Focus Groups in Boys 2 Research
	· Assumptions that males are abusers and females abused
	· CSE is associated with ‘white teenage females’

	· Abuse for males is typically associated as being physical, where abuse for females is usually associated with being sexual
	· Male stereotypes see them as tough and strong and this is at odds with being a victim of CSE, this is thought to affect professionals and young people perceptions

	· More ‘evidence’ is required to males when identifying boys rather than the ‘gut feeling’ for girls
	· Males are perceived as harder to engage

	· Lack of time to delve deeper into issues
	· Criminal behaviour/anger seen as main focus of work (note behaviour is focus of response)

	· Professionals are not supported to go ‘outside of their role’
	· Concerns of being seen as homophobic

	· Lack of confidence in ‘going off script’ – this refers to breaking the narrative of the ‘horny teenage boys’ and all that comes with that.

	(Beech et al., 2018)



The Boys 2 report also detailed several outcomes from the psychometrics in which the boys and young men who were victims of CSE were found to be significantly: more emotionally lonely, more socially lonely and showed less problems handling negative emotions. The psychometrics also showed that they experience mildly: lower levels of self-efficacy, more external locus of control, more empathic concern for others.
[bookmark: _Toc104140681]LGBT+
There isn’t much in the way of empirical evidence of the needs of LGBT+ young people in relation to CSE. Even when there is guidance it is typically focussed on gay men rather than lesbians, bisexuals or trans* young people. This isn’t uncommon in the field of LGBT+ work, it was something that anecdotally many bisexual and trans* young people would disclose in my work with them. One thing however that does seem to be in agreement is that the need for acceptance is a primary reason behind exploitation of LGBT+ young people (Fox, 2016). Similarly, Fox (2016) suggests that LGBT+ young people do not get sufficient healthy relationship education and this can lead to accepting unhealthy relationship practices as normal and that young LGBT+ often had no age appropriate safe spaces. The lack of age-appropriate spaces and unhealthy norms could explain why Smeaton (2013 cited in The Children’s Society, 2018) found that there was an acceptance of within gay communities and some professionals that adults would have sex with underage children.
In a scoping study done by Albert Kennedy Trust (AKT) they found that 24% of the youth homelessness population identified as LGBT+ (AKT, 2015 cited in Bhandal and Horwood, 2021), this is pertinent that the both the general population and that of boys and young men both found unstable living arrangements to be a factor in CSE (Beech et al., 2018; Hallett et al., 2019). Similarly, it was found that 17% of LGBT young people (16-25 year olds) felt they had to have casual sex for somewhere to stay when homeless (Bhandal and Horwood, 2021), which is an exchange of sexual activity for an unmet need and therefore some (those under 18) would have fallen under the current definition of CSE.
[bookmark: _Toc104140682]Disability 
A study from Barnardos exploring what factors there were in experience of victims of CSE with learning disabilities. These factors are: overprotection, disempowerment, social isolation, society’s refusal to view them as sexual beings, a lack of professional awareness in the ‘capacity to consent’, a lack of sex and relationship education, and that young adults could still be at risk and fall into a gap of children and adult services (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015).
When exploring the factors related to a young person disclosing CSE, a few key factors were identified, these were: a lack of relationships with people who were supportive and would listen, that they didn’t perceive themselves as victims, and the consequences of disclosing to someone (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc102645560][bookmark: _Toc104140683]Discussion and conclusions
To best explore the findings of the literature review and what they mean, I think it is wise to separate the discussion points into mini-themes.
[bookmark: _Toc104140684]Youth Work, victim status and the liminal state of youthhood
Youth Workers recognise the oppression of those recognised as being in a state of youthhood (Young, 2006). This form of oppression (ageism) affects young people’s access to victim status, particularly in reference to CSE as they are in the liminal state between childhood and adulthood. Youth Workers are required to build an inclusive and anti-oppressive practice that benefit young people [YW19] (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019; Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018) and this therefore in their responsibility to address with young people.
[bookmark: _Toc104140685]Youth Workers duty to extending rights
Youth Workers have a role in supporting young people to have their interests heard [YW10] and to defend and recognise their rights [YW14] (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019; Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018). I argue that in relation to CSE this could be achieved by utilising section 7 of the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, which allows Welsh Government to extend the rights afforded to children under the UNCRC to those aged 18-24. Extending Article 34 to young people would assist young people above 18 that could be exploited such as the 17% homeless LGBT+ young people exchanging sex for somewhere to stay (Bhandal and Horwood, 2021) or those with learning disabilities that struggle with transitional services (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015)
[bookmark: _Toc104140686]Youth Worker’s listening to young people – importance of exchange
From the young people’s voices captured in Theme 2 of the literature review, I argue that Youth Workers must: accept and advocate for the exploitation of children (and young people) to be categorised in its own terms (Hallett et al., 2019), and recognise exchange as crucial part of exploitation of children (and young people), and that the exchange centres around the child (or young persons) unmet needs (Hallett, 2013; Hallett, 2017; Hallett cited in IICSA, 2020b; Langsdale cited in IICSA, 2020c). This may be at odds with the recommendations made by IICSA (Jay et al., 2022), however the accountability and duty remain to young people remains an essential Youth Work obligation (Young, 2006; Sercombe, 2010; Davies, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc104140687]Redefining CSE (and CCE) from a Youth Work perspective 
In consideration with the above sections, I would argue that with the involvement of young people, Youth Workers should redefine CSE into a workable set of definitions that recognise the exchange, with recognition of young people who are exploited through exchange. A potential model of how this might look can be found in Appendix E.
[bookmark: _Toc104140688]Interventions and Youth Work
[bookmark: _Toc104140689]Leading the safeguarding response
I echo the arguments presented by Green, Mulroy and O’Neill (1997) that youth work should be an integral part in challenging the sexual exploitation of children (and young people), which was called Child Prostitution at the time. However, whilst not stated explicitly in their work, an implication that integral role is one of leadership as they argue that the youth service should liaise, raise awareness and train statutory organisations in response to CSE, and for statutory organisations to adopt the Youth Work philosophy and approaches (Green, Mulroy and O’Neill, 1997). In today’s climate I argue that there is much work that needs to be done to get there, specifically in contexts of the Voluntary Youth Service. Examining what one participant of the 2017 CSE review:
“I think one of the strengths, from in my last job, you know as a youth worker, certainly if you’re a non-statutory organisation, filling this in [SERAF] gives you the opportunity to have your voice heard a little bit and to involve you in a process that sometimes you wouldn’t be”
(Hallett et al, 2017, pp 46-47, my emphasis)
Therefore, Youth Work needs to again validate its worth and secure the ringfenced funds as per the original recommendation of Green, Mulroy and O’Neill (1997).
[bookmark: _Toc104140690]Transitional protection
Should the youth service either play a leadership role or at least a joint up role in tackling exploitation of children (and young people) then this would provide a service in which young people can access who have those needs post 18. This post 18 need is highlighted from the report on around homeless young people exchanging sex for somewhere to stay (Bhandal and Horwood, 2021) and those with learning disabilities facing gaps between children and adult service (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015). Youth services operate for 11–26-year-olds and therefore can bridge that transitional support.
[bookmark: _Toc104140691]Secure living arrangements/housing
A key factor in the exploitation of children (and young people) was unstable living arrangements or homelessness (Beech et al., 2018; Hallett et al., 2019, Bhandal and Horwood, 2021) and currently there is support for tackling homelessness with youth work perspective (Hudd, no date) of which I will not detail here. Further information on this response can be found here.
[bookmark: _Toc104140692]Anti-Oppressive Practice through collective action in Youth Work
A key element of Youth Work is the principles and values of equality [YW19] (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019; Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018) and it’s recognition and practices foster the group life (Patton, 2010) and group action (Young, 2006), and the practice of emancipatory education through non-formal and informal education (Purcell and Beck, 2010). These together, I argue, create a perfect recipe for group action: that fosters inclusion (Patton, 2010) (combating isolation faced by survivors (The Children’s Society, 2018; Beech et al., 2018; Hallett et al., 2019)); and challenges, alleviates suffering and potentially eradicates the oppression faced by young people who are victims of CSE (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015; Beech et al., 2018; The Children’s Society, 2018; Bhandal and Horwood, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc104140693]Inclusive relationship, sex and sexuality education
A lack of appropriate relationship, sex and sexuality education was a key factor in the CSE of: boys and young men (Beech et al., 2018), LGBT+ young people (Fox, 2016; The Children’s Society, 2018), and young people with learning disabilities (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015). This could be supported by Youth Workers as it is part of their purpose to focus on the personal and social development of young people (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019) and are well versed in supporting young people in their relationships to others (Jeffs and Smith, 2010)
[bookmark: _Toc104140694]The Youth Work relationship
Saving the most important for last, all the studies cited in the Theme 4 detailed the importance of having a positive, reliable and accepting relationship with a significant adult (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015; Beech et al., 2018; The Childrens Society, 2018; Hallett et al., 2019; Bhandal and Horwood, 2021). Youth Workers are principally focussed on building positive relationships with young people (Ingram and Harris, 2001; Young, 2006; Jeffs and Smith, 2010; Sapin, 2013; Davies, 2021), and I have before argued before that the relationships we foster with young people meet the needs of victims/survivors of the exploitation of children (and young people) (Kaps and Hutchingson, 2020), furthermore Youth Workers abilities to provide consistency and continuity to our relationships can not be understated (Young, 2006) when looking at the needs of the victims/survivors of CSE (Franklin, Raws and Smeaton, 2015; Beech et al., 2018; The Childrens Society, 2018; Hallett et al., 2019)
[bookmark: _Toc104140695]Conclusion
To conclude, this dissertation has provided a clear understanding of the societal and personal dynamics that are at play in the exploitation of children and young people through exchange. It has highlighted the importance of exchange, the lack of victim’s/survivor’s voices in recent Inquiry recommendations and how societies constructions around victimhood are problematic for young people considering the current construction of youthhood in context of its relationship to childhood and adulthood.
It has provided insight into the understanding of safeguarding legislation in the UK, particularly in Wales, and how this could be further improved to prevent young people from becoming victims of exploitation and support young people who are victims/survivors of exploitation.
There is a positive relationship between the youth work approach and the needs of victims/survivors of the exploitation of children (and young people)
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[bookmark: _Toc104140697]Youth Services
· Youth Workers need to be reinvigorated on the empowerment of young people through ‘problem-posing education’ to challenge oppression, particularly but not limited to: ageism, sexism, ableism and heterosexism
· Youth Workers must recognise and advocate for the recognition by decision makers that exchange is a key feature of the exploitation of children and young people
· Participative research between professionals and young people should be carried out to distinguish and brand the differences between modern slavery and Child Exploitation. The hierarchy and definitions used in this dissertation should be used for a basis of discussion.
[bookmark: _Toc104140698]Decision Makers
· Youth Work needs hypothecated funding to support children and young people’s needs so that they can: lead in the prevention of young people (and children) being exploited, and to aid in the recovery of those that have. 
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	Purpose of Research Activity
Most research into child sexual exploitation (CSE) is based around a social care response, also, there appears to be very little written about the benefits that youth work could offer for this community of survivors/victims and the prevention of this occurrence. 

As social work in Wales in past has focussed on a risk assessment approach (Coles and Sutton, 2007; All Wales Child Protection Procedure Review Group, 2013) in conjunction with the concerns of leadership within local authorities downplaying the prevalence of CSE in their area to avoid being seen as “another Rochdale or Rotherham” (Jay et al., 2022) it could be argued that Youth Workers could be considerably further removed from that influence as there is a significant set of projects outside of Local Authority control in Youth Work.  It has been noted that 127 organisations are listed as members of Council for Wales Voluntary Youth Services (CWVYS) (no date). In the 2017 review on the CSE guidance stakeholders involved in the review were listed according to agency type, 6% were from ‘other local government’ agencies (which included youth work) and 23% were from the 3rd sector (Hallett et al., 2017).  However based on the annex, very few of those organisations listed were from organisations that had youth work projects. Furthermore, as a survivor of CSE, and through my professional observations I can see the benefits of Youth Work response to CSE (Kaps and Hutchings, 2020).

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-07/171115-review-safeguarding-children-young-people-sexual-exploitation-en.pdf

https://www.cwvys.org.uk/members/

https://www.cardiffandvalersb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CSE-Protocol-Review-FINAL-REVISION-October-20131.pdf 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/key-documents/28314/view/child-sexual-abuse-organised-networks-investigation-report-february-2022.pdf 

https://www.nota.co.uk/bridging-the-gap-bringing-together-personal-and-professional-experiences-of-cse-adam-richard-kaps-with-anna-hutchings/ 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/key-documents/26534/view/BRD000284.pdf 



(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

What are the common needs or experiences of young people who are victims/survivors of CSE?
Does youth work cater for the needs of young people who are victims/survivors of CSE?

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

To determine the role youth work could play in terms of responding to and supporting those who are survivors/victims of CSE.  Secondly, to identify the potential for the identification of Youth Work methodology which may help young people understand CSE and bolster their capacity avert exploitation as a method of meeting their needs.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

To better understand the dynamics of CSE
To understand if there is an alignment of effective interventions for those affected by CSE and the youth work methodology
To understand the legal and policy contexts of CSE in Wales
Understanding the needs of survivors and victims of CSE

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	Literature Review
.


(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
n/a

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
n/a

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☒
	☐

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☒
	☐

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☒
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☒
	☐

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	
Youth work is often connected heavily to the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act’s wellbeing goals. In particular the focus on participation of young people and communities will be a feature in several of the goals in addition to the compassionate elements of the work being explored considering the context of where CSE originated from in.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒


	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒


	
	Details of any other participant groups:

Dependent relationship for the above could be that they are employed by the gatekeeper, this removes some amount of autonomous control.

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	


(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	[bookmark: _Toc104140702]
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	[bookmark: _Toc104140703]1
	[bookmark: _Toc104140704]Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	[bookmark: _Toc104140705]Yes 
	☐

	
	
	[bookmark: _Toc104140707]No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
none

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

none

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

Emotional distress

Conflict of interest – being a survivor of CSE




(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

Through the practice of self-care measures

The use of reflection at all stages of the research, in particular reflection in-action, allowing time for people to respond and to ask clarifying questions 

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
none

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:

none
(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

none

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

none

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	☐x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☐x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify: Mobile phone and electronic recorder

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	
	Date:




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



[bookmark: _Toc104140709]This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/


[bookmark: _Ref103765539][bookmark: _Toc104140710]Appendix B – National Government Definitions of Child Sexual Exploitation
Below are each nations definitions of Child Sexual Exploitation
[bookmark: _Toc104140711]Wales
	Word being defined
	Component
	Notes on component

	Child Sexual Exploitation is:
	· Is a form of sexual abuse
	That can include sex or any form of sexual activity with a child; the production of indecent images and/or any other indecent material involving children


	
	· Involves a child
	It occurs to those up to the age of 18 years old


	
	· Involves some form of exchange
	The exchange can include the giving or withdrawal of something; such as the withdrawal of violence or threats to abuse another person.
There may be a facilitator who receives something in addition to or instead of the child who is exploited
Children may not recognise the exploitative nature of the relationship or exchange. Children may feel that they have given consent

	(Welsh Government, 2021, p7)


[bookmark: _Toc104140712]Scotland
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse in which a person(s), of any age takes advantage of a power imbalance to force or entice a child into engaging in sexual activity in return for something received by the child and/or those perpetrating or facilitating the abuse.1 As with other forms of child sexual abuse, the presence of perceived consent does not undermine the abusive nature of the act.
(Scottish Government, 2016, p2)
[bookmark: _Toc104140713]England
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology. 
(Department of Education, 2017, p5)
[bookmark: _Toc104140714]Northern Ireland
Child sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse in which a person(s) exploits, coerces and/or manipulates a child or young person into engaging in some form of sexual activity in return for something the child needs or desires and/or for the gain of the person(s) perpetrating or facilitating the abuse.
(Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland, 2014, p1)


[bookmark: _Ref103950536][bookmark: _Toc104140715]Appendix C – Youth Work Offer Checklist (Davies, 2021)
· Is the practice taking place in ‘open access’ settings to which young people have chosen to come and which can they can choose to leave – that is, is their participation voluntary?
· Is the practice proactively seeking to tip balances of power in their favour?
· Are young people perceived and received as young people rather than through a filter of adult-imposed labels?
· Is the practice starting where young people are starting, particularly with their expectation that they will be able to relax, meet friends and enjoy themselves?
· Is one key focus of the practice on the young person as an individual?
· Is the practice respectful of and actively responsive to young people’s peer networks?
· Is the practice respectful of and actively responsive to young people’s wider collective community and cultural identities and, where young people choose, is it seeking to help them strengthen these?
· Is the practice seeking to go beyond where young people start, in particular by encouraging them to develop their personal potential and be critical and creative in their responses to their experience and the world around them?
· Is the practice concerned with how young people feel as well as with what they know and can do?




[bookmark: _Ref103766650][bookmark: _Ref103766656][bookmark: _Toc104140716]Appendix D – Definition of Child Criminal Exploitation
	Word being defined
	Component
	Notes on component

	Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)
	· Is a form of child abuse which involves criminal exploitation and requires a safeguarding response

	Children are involved in criminal activities including the movement of drugs or money which results in personal gain for an individual, group or organised criminal gang

	
	· Involves a child

	It occurs to those up to the age of 18 years old

	
	· Involves enticement and/or force
	Involves an element of exchange and can still be exploitation even if the activity appears consensual.
Can involve force and/or enticement-based methods of compliance and is often accompanied by violence or threats of violence.
Is typified by some form of power imbalance in favour of those perpetrating the exploitation.

	(Welsh Government, no date)






[bookmark: _Ref104122444][bookmark: _Toc104140717]Appendix E – Suggested Hierarchy of Safeguarding – Redefining CSE, CCE and Modern Slavery in the Welsh Context


Child Sexual Exploitation and Child Criminal exploitation could be collected under a title of ‘Exploitation through exchange’. This rebranding would: highlight the importance of exchange as a central feature, remove currently problematic constructions of childhood, and combine the definitions in line with what young people themselves recognised would ‘“break it all down for them and help them [practitioners]”’ (young person quoted in Hallett et al., 2017, p44). This definition of ‘exploitation through exchange’ would be recognised as a form of harm under the definition found in the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, which would separate the need for it to be categorised as child abuse and therefore creating problematic issues with the child and adult definitions in the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. This also could be remedied by allowing the definition of young people as taken from the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 and be incorporated into the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014.
As a result of the recognition of victims/survivors comments that exploitation wouldn’t occur without a person exploiting an unmet need, it would be suggested that elements of Modern Slavery that currently include sexual exploitation or criminal exploitation (which currently do no feature exchange in the typology), would be renamed to ‘sexual servitude’ and ‘criminal servitude’ respectively.
The response of the exploitation through exchange would be split between Children’s Services and the Youth Service, with young people under the age of 12 being supported by Children’s Services and those 11-24 would be supported by the Youth Services, which allows a year of transitional support for those aged 11 to allow them to build positive relationships with new workers and ease the transition. 
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