A Study on Chinese Character 鱼(Fish) from the perspective of Morpheme
                             Lizhen Liu (No. 2008001)

Part I: Lead-in and Creative Points  
Morpheme is the smallest unit in term of expression and content, which cannot be further divided into smaller unit without destroying its meaning or dramatically altering the meaning. 
[bookmark: _Hlk55905183]The creative points of this task are to be the first one to find how morpheme works in Chinese character鱼(Fish); to be the first one to add sub-affix, upper affix, inner affix in the study of affix in Chinese; and to be the first one to discovery the phenomenon of linguistic involution in Chinese words.

Part II: Action Plan 
[bookmark: _Hlk55854391]Morpheme is an English word, and English is a language of sounds. If you can pronounce the word “morpheme”, you can always closely, but not exactly write it down according to its pronunciation. This is really a huge advantage of English linguistic magic! But Chinese language is more like a language of pictures. Most Chinese characters come from pictographic characters, which constructed their words by picture-drawing. For example, the word in picture 1 really takes a good shape of fish and this pictographic character’s meaning is a fish. With time passing by according to picture 2, it is now written as 鱼(Fish). So let’s take Chinese character 鱼(Fish) for example to study how morpheme exists in Chinese language.
[image: ] 
Picture 1: 鱼(Fish) 
[image: ]
Picture 2: how it to be modern Chinese language鱼(Fish)

Part III: Description 
In picture 3, it reads: “To look at the fish makes me happy.” As the saying goes: “If you give him a fish, you feed him for a day, but if you teach him how to fish, you feed him for a life time.” Here, we can find that 鱼(Fish) is a free morpheme  that constitutes a word by itself independently, but it is also a great root for it contributes to more than 100 compound words. For example: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk55896626]It is the root of some kind of fish: 鲨 shark鳗 eel 鲫 crucian鲤carp鱿 sleeve-fish
2. It is the root of some part of the fish: 鳞 lodicule 鳃 gill 鳍 fin 鳔 swim bladder
3. It is the root of some kind of animals rather than fish: 鲸 whale 鳄 crocodile
4. It is the root of some taste when you put fish and mutton to be cooked together: 鲜 fresh tasty
[image: ] 
Picture 3: “To look at the fish makes me happy.”

Part IV: Feelings 
If we step in the other culture’s shoes, we may find something we have taken for granted really catches new creative thinking. If you have a close look at the first Chinese character in picture 3, you can clearly see eyes, or even eyebrows in this pictographic character. In modem Chinese, it is “观”, which means to look at something. This reminds me of the English word “eye”, which seems to me a pictographic character in English. If we view two “e” as an eye, we quickly find the difference between “to see” and “to look”, for in “to look”, you should open your eyes widely as an “O”. Interesting!

Part V: Evaluation 
[bookmark: _Hlk55896647]Every language has its unique features. When it comes to affix, in English we have prefix, suffix and infix. But that is not all the case in Chinese. We may have a sub-affix: For example, 鲨( a shark). We may have an upper affix: For example, 鲁（an abbreviation of Shangdong province in China）. Or even an inner affix: For example, 䲣 (to go fishing). When morpheme in English is learned, morpheme in Chinese can be more appreciated in an adapted way. Take the essence and stay hungry, then both languages will have a fresh and promising development.

Part VI: Conclusion
Though the study on Chinese character 鱼(Fish) from the perspective of morpheme, it can be concluded that Chinese characters are limited in a square room, but it can be more complexed in this limited square, for example: Both 鱼(Fish) and 䲣 (to go fishing) have the same size of writing room, but鱼(Fish) has eight strokes while 䲣 (to go fishing) has eighteen strokes, which is much more complexed or elaborate. This phenomenon of Chinese words can be called linguistic involution. Involution or evolution, which is better in linguistic studies? It is hard to say. It just depends on your cultural preference. 
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