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Abstract
Plutarch’s Lycurgus is almost impossibly problematic to the historian owing to the potentially mythical status of its subject. Throughout the Life, Plutarch himself is unsurprisingly reluctant to make a judgment about the accuracy of his own sources, and makes such an admission within the opening lines. As such, scholarship concerned with Lycurgus often altogether dismisses its historicity and turns to alternative readings. It is widely accepted that Plutarch identified with Plato’s doctrines, leading to a common conclusion that Lycurgus serves as a prominent example of Plutarch’s philosophical self-expression, specifically in relation to Plato’s discussion of the best regime.

Furthermore, Plutarch develops Lycurgus’ character in order to satisfy the requirements of this discussion, for example by portraying him as alike to a physician whose laws are to become Sparta’s medicine, an analogy which is recurrent in Plato. My argument therefore, in line with current scholarship, is that Lycurgus is first and foremost concerned with the presentation of Lycurgus’ Sparta as a template for Plato’s ideal state. I also argue that Plutarch employs Platonic ideas to challenge Epicureanism, by formatting Lycurgus’ reforms as an introduction of Plato’s virtues and juxtaposing them against the corruption of the outside world. The purpose of this essay, then, will be to explore the ways in which Plutarch specifically develops the character of Lycurgus in order to evoke these concepts.




Draft Structure
Introduction and discussion of historicity (400-500 words approximately): Similar to my abstract, I will outline the problems with Lycurgus as a historical source, briefly explaining issues such as the unreliability of Plutarch’s sources, in particular with regards to Tyrtaeus and selective use of the fragments. I will also explain the lens under which I will be examining the text (as a Platonic reading), the methods I will be using in my enquiry (an examination of the scholarship and a closely textual analysis of Lycurgus) and will briefly outline how my essay will be organised in order to meet the expected outcomes of my argument.

Section 1: (1200-1500 words approximately) This section will outline the position of current scholarship, focusing to begin with on Plutarch’s position as a Platonist in broader terms, and then moving towards Lycurgus specifically. I will pay close attention to the work of Liebert for an important discussion of the alternative view that Plutarch is in fact using both Lycurgus to challenge Plato’s best regime,[footnoteRef:1] as-well as other arguments that suggest conflicting philosophies,[footnoteRef:2] and will use my critique of these views to indicate my own position within the scholarship. I will then argue my case, considering for example Boulet’s interpretation of Lycurgus and Numa as representing ‘two halves of an apple’, the best regime and the best ruler respectively, and how Plutarch is therefore using these as a template for Plato’s ideal state, considering that neither one could have met the specification in full, else Plato’s discussion would not be hypothetical.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Liebert, H, 2009, p.251-254.]  [2:  Lane, M, 2013, p.71. Lane questions whether Plutarch challenges Plato’s notion that writing underpins memory by presenting Lycurgus’ prohibition of written laws.]  [3:  Boulet, B, 2004, p.251-253. ] 


Section 2: (1500-2000 words approximately) This section will be more closely textual, and will explore the specific ways Plutarch develops the character of Lycurgus to convey the Platonic doctrine. This will include, for example, Lucchesi’s discussion of the use of medical analogies by both Plutarch and Plato to connect health, the soul and the governance of the state.[footnoteRef:4] I will also, as an example, look at the way in which Plutarch disassociates Lycurgus from the less virtuous aspects of Sparta such as the krypteia, in order to preserve his good character, by re-iterating the Delphic oracle.[footnoteRef:5] A discussion will also take place surrounding Plutarch’s challenge to Epicureanism, beginning with Warren’s application of this idea to other Lives, from which I will apply it to Lycurgus.[footnoteRef:6] I will argue that Plutarch treats the content of the reforms, most significantly regarding redistribution of land and property, as implementation of Plato’s cardinal virtues.[footnoteRef:7] [4:  Plut. Lyc. 5.2; Lucchesi, M.A, 2014, p.68-69. ]  [5:  Plut. Lyc. 28.]  [6:  Warren, J, 2011, p.278-283.]  [7:  Plut. Lyc. 8-9.] 


Conclusion: (400-500 words approximately) My conclusion will summarise the content of the essay, drawing on my findings in section 2 in order to re-iterate my position within the scholarship and explain how my arguments support this. I expect to have sufficiently shown that Lycurgus acts as a vehicle for Plutarch’s engagement with Plato, reflection on the ‘best regime’, and challenge to other schools of thought.
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