	
	
	



Task 1
  In the hairdressing industry, employers look for people who have both practical skill and the right attitude for salon work . To understand what skills are needed, I compared four job adverts for hair stylist roles, including the Live True London Hair Stylist advert and other similar salon jobs. This comparison helped me see what employers expect from hair stylist. One skill that appeared in all four job adverts was the ability to cut, colour and style hair to a good standard. Employers expect stylists to be confident in proving different services and to work with modern colouring techniques such as balayage and foils. Another important skill mentioned in all adverts was client consultation. Hair stylists need to listen to clients, understand what they want and give professional advice to achieve good results and keep clients satisfied. Communication and teamwork were also common requirements across the job adverts. Working in a salon means working closely with other stylists, so it is important to communicate well and support the team. Employers also want staff who are friendly, professional and able to create a welcoming environment for clients. Creativity was another key skill mentioned, as salons want stylists who can follow trends and offer modern styles that suit different clients. Finally, the job adverts showed that employers value training and development. Many salons offer opportunities to learn new techniques and improve skills, which shows that they want stylists who are motivated and willing to develop. Overall, comparing these four job adverts helped me understand that hair stylists need strong technical skills, good communication, creativity and a positive attitude to succeed in the industry. 
 Task 2
  To understand my readiness for employment and personal development, I carried out a self-assessment using a SWOT analysis. This helped me identify my strenghts, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats in relation to my career as a Hair Stylist. 
One of my main strengths is my practical experience in the hair industry. I have over one year of hands-on experience providing services such as cutting, colouring, styling, and clients consultation. I am confident with working with clients and enjoy creating styles that suits their needs and preferences. I also have strong communication skills, which help me build good relationships with clients and encourage repeat visits. In addition, I am creative and enjoy keeping up with hair trends, which allows me to offer fresh ideas and modern styles. My ability to work well in a team and maintain a clean and professional salon environment is another important strength. I have also identified some weaknesses. Although I am confident in many techniques, I feel that I need more experience with advanced colouring and speed when working during very busy periods. At times, I can be too focused on perfection, which may affect my time management. I recognise that improving my confidence in fast-paced situations will help me progress further in my career. There are several opportunities available to me in the hair industry. I can attend training courses, workshops, and masterclasses to improve my advanced skills, especially in colouring techniques such as balayage. Social media also provides opportunities to showcase my work, attract new clients, and build a personal brand. Working in different salon environments will help me again more experience and learn from other professionals. 
Some threats include high competition within the hair industry and changing trends. Clients expect high standards, so it is important to stay updated with new techniques. Another challenge is managing stress during busy periods, which requires strong organisational and resilience. Overall, I believe I am ready for employment and personal advancement. My NVQ qualifications, work experience, and positive feedback from clients show that I have the skills needed to work as a Hair Stylist. I am motivated, passionate, and wiling to continue learning, which supports my readiness for long-term success in the industry.
Task 3
 My main career goal is to develop myself as a professional Hair Stylist and build a successful long-term career in the hair and beauty industry. I want to continue improving my technical skills, gain more confidence, and eventually work in a busy, well-established salon where I can learn from experienced stylists and grow professionally.
In the short term, my goal is to secure stable employment as a Hair Stylist. I want to gain more hands-on experience in cutting, colouring, and styling different hair types. I also aim to improve my speed and time management, especially during busy salon hours. To achieve this, I plan to observe senior stylists, practise regularly, and ask for feedback so I can improve my performance. Attending in salon training sessions and product demonstrations will also help me develop my skills and confidence. Another short-term goal is to improve my advanced colouring techniques, such as balayage, highlights, and colour correction. I plan to attend professional courses and workshops to strengthen my knowledge and practical ability. Watching tutorials and practising on models will also help me gain experience. This will make me more confident when offering colour services to clients.
In the medium term, I would like to build a strong client base. Providing excellent customer service, giving honest advice, and creating a positive salon experience will help me achieve this. I also plan to use social media platforms such as Instagram or Tik Tok to share my work, show before and after results, and attract new clients. This will help me develop a professional image and increase my visibility in the industry.
In the long term, my goal is to become a senior stylist or specialist in colouring. I may also consider becoming self-employed or renting a chair in a salon once I have enough experience and loyal clients to prepare for this, I will continue learning about business skills, time management, and client retention. Overall, my personal development plan focuses on continuous learning, gaining experience, and improving confidence. I am motivated, passionate, and committed to developing my skills, which will help me achieve long-term success as a Hair Stylist.



	
	
	



