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Lecture Four

Obligations to Future Generations

Reading List
Essential reading

- Attfield, Environmental Ethics, second edn., 2014, pp. 89-97 (sections entitled ‘Does a consequentialist environmental ethics have acceptable implications’, and ‘Would biocentric consequentialism preserve enough species?’), and ch.4.
- O’Neill, John, Ecology, Policy and Politics: Human Well-Being and the Natural World (New York and London: Routledge, 1993), ch.3, ‘Future generations and the harms we do ourselves’. 

[Accessible at: http://www.playffun.ru/ftp/library/share/english%20ecology/o'neill%20j.-ecology,%20policy%20and%20politics.pdf]

- Parfit, Derek, Reasons and Persons (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984), Chs. 16 and 17. [Accessible online at Oxford Scholarship Online: http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/019824908X.001.0001/acprof-9780198249085?rskey=cn4e28&result=1&q=parfit reasons and persons. Also accessible as an e-book via LRC.]

- Leslie, John, The End of the World: The Science and Ethics of Human Extinction (London: Routledge, 1996), ch. 4, ‘Why Prolong Human History?’ [Accessible as an e-book via LRC.]

Recommended reading

- Hare, R.M., ‘Possible People’, in Hare, Essays in Bioethics (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1993), pp.67-83. Reprinted in Bioethics, Vol. 2, Issue 4, 1988, pp.279-93. [Scanned and uploaded – see Moodle page.]
- Sikora, Richard, ‘Is It Wrong to Prevent the Existence of Future Generations?’, in Sikora and Barry (eds.), Obligations to Future Generations (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1978), pp.112-166.  [Scanned and uploaded – see Moodle page.]
- Attfield, Robin, ‘Beyond the Earth Charter: Taking Possible People Seriously’, in Environmental Ethics, Vol.29, Issue 2, 2007, pp.359-67. [Accessible at: http://secure.pdcnet.org/8525737F00580E30/file/F090779BC21C92A2852574AB00550FC7/$FILE/enviroethics_2007_0029_0004_0023_0031.pdf]
Further reading

- Golding, Martin P., ‘Obligations to Future Generations’, in Ernest Partridge (ed.), Responsibilities to Future Generations (New York: Prometheus Books, 1981). Also published in The Monist, Vol.56, No.1, Philosophy and Public Policy, 1972, pp.85-99. 

[You can access the article in The Monist through JSTOR. JSTOR have a Register and Read function – more information on this is available at http://about.jstor.org/rr. Go to JSTOR and search for the article and then follow the instructions to create an individual account. You will then be able to access the full text to read online.] 
- Partridge, Ernest, ‘Should We Seek a Better Future?’, in Ethics and the Environment, Vol.3, No.1, 1998, pp.81-95. [You can access this article through JSTOR. JSTOR have a Register and Read function – more information on this is available at http://about.jstor.org/rr. Go to JSTOR and search for the article and then follow the instructions to create an individual account. You will then be able to access the full text to read online.] 

* For consolidation reading, see the following entries in The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:
- Arrhenius, Gustaf, Jesper Ryberg, and Torbjörn Tännsjö, ‘The Repugnant Conclusion’ (2010).

- Melinda Roberts, ‘The Non-Identity Problem’ (2009).
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