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Part 1 
 
In Wales there are many policies and important documents that inform us about all aspects of youth work and where youth work happens within the country. These are useful tools within the youth work field, guiding students to become practitioners. The document Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes (2018) states, “One of the main principles within youth work is that there is a voluntary relationship between practitioner and young people aged 11 to 25 years old”. This is agreed by Jeffs and Smith (2010) who say that “voluntary principle means that the young people are able to choose to enter the relationship with the youth worker and that they can also decide to end the relationship too if they want to”. Another important document that agrees with the above is The Youth Work Strategy for Wales (Welsh Government, 2019). This talks about how youth work is based on the voluntary participation between young people and youth workers and that this helps the young people feel like empowered partners. 
 
Part 2a 
 
This essay will discuss youth work and explore the definition of youth work and its purpose. The Youth Work National Occupational Standard (NOS), (2019), states its purpose is to, 
 
Enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential.  
 
One of the most important parts of a youth workers role is to build a relationship with the young person. Blacker (2010) stated, “A central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people”.  
 
Jolly (2010, p. 6) agreed with this and said that “It is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker”. Youth workers provide young people with opportunities to learn in a non-formal way. The activities that youth workers use are tools to provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place. “They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning” (Harte, 2020, p.90). 
 
 
 
Reference List: 

Blacker, H. (2010) “Relationships, friendships and youth work”, in Jeffs, T & Smith, M. (eds). (2010) Youth Work Practice. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 15-30 
 
CLD Standards Council Scotland. (2019) Youth Work National Occupational Standards. Glasgow: CLD Standards Council Scotland. 
 
Harte, S. (2010) “Local Youth in Work”, in Jeffs, T. & Smith, M. (eds). (2010) Youth Work Practice. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 85-100. 
 
Jolly, J. (2010) “Local Youth Work”, in Rogers. A. & Smith, M. (eds). (2010) Journeying Together. Dorset: Russel House Publishing, pp. 1-12. 
 
 
 
Part 2b 
 
Question 1 
 
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism.  
 
This is an academic offense and should not be done as a student in our work. Plagiarism is easily avoided with use of Harvard referencing, which means you are paying tribute to the writer and acknowledging using their work.   
 
Question 2 
 
You must use Referencing when you use any part of someone’s else’s work, not just when using a direct quotation from an author. In doing this you show that you have read about the subject you are writing about and that you can use this information to support the points you want to make. 
 
Question 3 
 
When referencing it is not ideal to use Wikipedia to search for information for assignments, the statement is false. Wikipedia can be changed by anyone who accesses the website. Therefore, the information could possibly be incorrect or invalid information. When referencing it is important to guarantee your text is correct, up to date and written by a valid source.  
 
 
 
 
 
Question 4 
 
A long quotation in an academic assignment is more than thirty words or two lines, when using a long quotation, you must enter the text as a separate paragraph. The text must be indented and does not enquire quotation marks. 
 
 
Question 5 
 
In searching for information for assignments it is important to find precise information. To begin research you should look back at taught sessions, discussions and notes and most importantly reading (Cottrell, 2013). However, the five sources which would be acceptable for academic study are: 
 
. Online searches 
. E-Books 
. Books 
. Journals 
. Legal and Government documents 
 
 
Part 3 
 
This short essay will investigate an article and respond to the article in a critical way. The article from Adolescent Health, is a student’s perspective on Cyber Bullying written by Agatston, Kowalski and Limber (2007). The article was published in the United States. The aim of this article was to gain better understanding of how cyber bullying is affecting students, and students participated in focus groups and information was gathered considering Cyber Bullying. A definition of Cyber Bullying from Bullying UK (2021) states, “Cyberbullying is any form of bullying which takes place online or through smartphones and tablets.”  
 
The article refers to a sample of 148 students across two middle and high school being interviewed, with both focus groups being 45 minutes long. The groups were divided by gender and all asked scripted questions by a same gender student assistance councillor. Whilst nearly all participants acknowledged that cyber bullying is a problem, this was only mentioned mostly by the girls from the focus group. Cyber bullying is not discussed at school by the participants, and they did not feel it was an issue raised with the school but with parents at home.  
 
The main finding of the article is how cyber bullying is not discussed by students at school and most instances are in the home situation. Most of the students have access to smart phones and therefore access to social media. The article was to explain what information was gathered from the students and that school polices should be read by parents and students. However, the article does not give a clear outline on what the main outcomes of the focus groups were. The intention of the author to gather information from young people about cyber bullying is clear, however, it is not clear to the reader what the writer wanted to do with this information. This may not be helped with the poor structure of the article, which is written in columns in a newspaper style. The columns may confuse a reader and where they need to be reading, the paragraphs change from reading down to then across. The paragraphs are in order, the method used for the focus groups, the results of the focus groups and lastly the discussion. This format can be read easily and helps the reader to understand the article, however, due to the length of the long narrow paragraphs it could be difficult to read. There were very few statistics within the article, considering the wide spectrum of research on this subject, which suggests the writer could have used more statistics.  
 
The language of the article helps to address the intended audience, educators and parents and could read the article at ease with the style and font being formal and academic. It would be difficult for the reader to focus on the accuracy of the article due to the small sample of students included in the focus group. Including a larger number of students would have given more weight to the outcomes, been clearer for the reader and be more likely to better highlight the scale of cyberbullying. The article had use of objective language, there were no personal thoughts or feelings from the writer within the article and it focused on the measurable. This language helps the reader gain its own opinion and focus just on the outcome of the focus groups.  
 
The article was clear on the problem of cyber bullying with students and particularly female students, and not much recognised by male students. A study by Do.Something.org (2019) shows that female students are at a higher rate of being victims and being the perpetrators of cyberbullying. It states that fifteen percent of teenage girls have been targeted online with males only recorded as six percent. This shows that females are targeted through several forms of cyberbullying ranging from name calling to sexual harassment to sexual pictures been distributed by their peers. The article that was read initially is outdated and had a small number of young people involved in the focus groups, since then there have been many developments in the technological world with up to ninety-five percent of young people owning a mobile phone. New software online for example Instagram, Snapchat and many others have made it much easier to hide behind a screen and bully their peers, unknowingly causing distress to young people which could include self-harming, suicide and other risky behaviours.  
  
Do.Something.org (2019) continues to say that only one in ten young people will tell a parent or an educator that they are being cyberbullied showing that there is still a lot of work to be done in educating young people, their families and their teachers about the effects of the bullying. The original article discusses putting framework in place to help and to put new guidelines in place, this is not shown in the article and reading further studies there is clearly a need for new guidelines. The fact that there is twelve years between both articles and that there is a similar outcome, the lack of education surrounding cyberbullying goes to show that there is a massive require for people in authority to put a set of guidelines in place to protect and prevent cyberbullying. 
 
In conclusion the article forms a good basis for the problems involving cyberbullying and young people, however the article is outdated and there needs to be more research done into the outcomes of the effects on young people. Furthermore, for young people to be able to speak to parents or educators about the problem of cyberbullying, there needs to be access to support and advice, as statistics in new and old articles demonstrates the lack of confidence that students have in their ability to report instances of cyberbullying. With the ever-growing developments of social media and the overwhelming rise of young people using the applications, even though the article states that female students are more likely to be at risk, the writers did not question and explore why male students are less likely to report and speak out about cyber bullying. The evidence within this essay points to the need of more research and more sustainable model of support for young children, teachers and parents.
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