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Title: A research report on the impacts of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on learning experiences of the students of Wales Trinity Saint David University London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc39951495]Abstract
For education, and other a better environment is needed. Currently, online world with its different media has been providing opportunities to students and others related to education for learning, sharing experiences, easy access to various sources of information and many more. Due to easy access and availability as well as less effort based a medium, internet has become popular among students and other stakeholders of education. Different webpages and online platforms currently are providing educational services. Students and academicians are getting benefited by them (Bates and Bates, 2012). University students and others are using these sites and platforms the most. Therefore, these platforms and sites are affecting students and other stakeholders negatively and positively. From that perspective, throughout the research influences of such a platform namely Moodle or (VLE) – Moodle on learning experiences of the students of Wales Trinity Saint David University London Campus have been explored. In carrying out this research, data have been collected qualitatively. 50 participants (all are students of this university) are the sampling population while convenient sampling method have been used for reaching to them and collecting primary data. Primary data are gathered from students while on the other hand, secondary data are gathered from published articles, websites, news articles, books and different other sources.

[bookmark: _Toc39951496]Rationale
Modern world is experiencing a tremendous wave of technological invention and innovation. Day on day scientists from across the world are coming up with different unthinkable inventions and devices. Out of all the devices and inventions, internet is the best. It is the easiest way of communication and for getting different services. All types of services are available on internet. From this virtual world different types of people are getting benefitted differently. Out of these people, students, academicians and learners are the most benefited ones. For them internet has turned into lifeline. Ranging from reading to research conduction all the activities they are accomplishing through virtual world or internet. Apart from that, students of Wales Trinity Saint David University London Campus are not out of that. Therefore, this study is aimed to find out the impacts of Moodle or Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience of this university. This research is worthy as it has provided information on different impacts of VLE on students’ learning experience (Hee Jeong Ihm, 2013). In case of getting positive outcome, VLE-Moodle can be permitted for other educational institutions or other areas of the nation. On the other hand, in case of negative impacts correctional steps could be undertaken which would save time, energy and other aspects of many students. 

[bookmark: _Toc39951497]Objectives 
The influences of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on learning experiences of the students of Wales Trinity Saint David University London Campus have been found out through the study.

[bookmark: _Toc39951498]Methodology 
In carrying out the research, data have been collected qualitatively. For impact analysis the quantitative research is used the least. Therefore, this method has been used as if the impacts can be analyzed easily and perfectly. 50 participants (all are students of this university) are the sampling population while convenient sampling method have been used for reaching to them and collecting primary data. Primary data are gathered from students while on the other hand, secondary data are gathered from published articles, websites, news articles, books and different other sources. Through questionnaires primary data have been collected directly from the participants. The questionnaire has been added at the end of this article (BRUCE and WHITNEY, 2017). Not only primary data or sources have been collected or resorted rather the secondary ones. In order to collect secondary data, published articles, books, websites, and current news articles, and different other sources are resorted.

[bookmark: _Toc39951499]Primary Data Analysis
50 participants have provided a range of data. All the data along with analysis have been demonstrated in this segment.
Responses against question.01

30 male students and 20 female have been chosen for the sampling while almost all of them are aged between 20-30.
Responses against question.03 & 04

Students and academicians resort Moodle for learning purposes. It provides facilities for creating personal learning environment. 45 students out of 50 of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus said that they find all sorts of data and information easily from Moodle. It is the platform which is significant for getting data and information which can be used for academic purposes (Moodle: Online Learning with the World's Most Popular LMS, 2020). 5 students said that they don’t think that they find significant data on Moodle. They think other sites like Google and so on are useful in that case. 45 students might find all significant data which are only academic and not out of academic. 
Responses against question.05 

Most of the students are used to using Moodle. 40 students said that they know using Moodle better. Only 10 students don’t know the use of Moodle. In case of 40 students they also said that they have been using this platform since they got admitted in this university. 10 students don’t know use of Moodle and that might be for not trying to use this platform. Moreover, maximum number of students are not that much interested in online learning as they opined it. 


Responses against question.06
Most of academic sites or platforms become dull that means not interesting as they contain contents which are boring for most of the students. Students most of the time don’t show interest in visiting them. The same can be applied for Moodle as the participants said. 45 students said that they would change styles of Moodle if they had chances. In line with them, the presentation style or video is not interesting and they need to be changed. They found them boring and not entertaining. 
Responses against question.07


Young generations don’t like the boring sites that much but entertaining ones. Education with entertainment is preferred by most of the students. Academicians and educationists like straightforward sites which provide required data and information within shortest manner and with right manner (Features - MoodleDocs, 2020). Therefore they prefer Moodle like sites or platforms and they recommend students to follow these sites or platforms in order to get academic information and other details. Apart from that, like forcefully most of the students visit these sites as opined by 50 students. They all visit Moodle in order to get notices and information on attendance, presentation and others. On the other hand, 10 students said that they browse Moodle for learning purposes such as reading articles and gathering knowledge and so on.
Responses against question. 08
Students were asked questions on comparing between Moodle and real lesson delivered in classes. They provided staggering information. Just 20 students said that Moodle is better than real lesson in terms of providing relevant and significant information. In contrast, 30 students said that real lessons are more beneficial for them than the information from Moodle. Moreover, real lessons provide more and vital information. 


Responses against question. 09
In concluding question, there come the question either they are satisfied or not with this platform. This platform is concerned to education, it has many resources like presentation regarding videos, articles, and abundant facilities for making a perfect virtual learning environment by users. As though, Moodle has so many facilities and features but in case of satisfaction students provided stunning answers. For 10 students Moodle is satisfactory while 40 students answered that Moodle is not satisfactory for its different features and styles. 
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Different published sources like articles, books, and others have been analyzed for secondary data. Analyzing these sources, results have been provided in the following-
Sandra Lyndon &Beverley Hale have explored and depicted influences of Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle significantly in this joint study. They found out how Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle can create an environment which is preferred and personalized by users (Lyndon and Hale, 2014). For a specific module they explored the impacts of Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle. Only for two specific fields they examined the impacts and they are teaching and learning. According to them in these two areas, impacts of Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle are more in comparison to other areas of learning or learning experience. In line with their findings, Moodle is directly related to these two areas, therefore, students get influenced in these two arenas. 
Barker, Jenny and Gossman, Peter have explored views of students on Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle. They found that in general cases Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle showed negative impacts on students or students commented negatively about that (Barker and Gossman, 2013). Moodle has been failing to impact students in terms of their academic performance and the impact is very little. In case of comparison, these impacts of Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle are not that much significant. Students think that not Moodle but other sites and platforms provide better options and facilities for them along with entertainment. Therefore, maximum of the students like other sites the most.
Like others Sunesh Hettiarachchi and Samanthi Wickramasinghe have also explored influences of Moodle on students learning environment. They explored impacts of this platform on higher education(S Hettiarachchi and S Wickramasinghe, 2016). For them, day on day quality of education or higher education is going downward as students are getting addicted to internet based different sites and media. All types of impacts like negative and positive, Moodle has on students. They found that Moodle has less impact in improving the quality of higher education. On the other hand, differ other sites like Horizon Campus and others have better impacts on improving quality of higher education. 
There have many sites and platforms on online. Currently, thousands of different sites and platforms are offering educational lessons, sharing videos and presentation. Out of these sites and platforms some sites are so interesting and amusing that students like them the most and they have significant impacts on learning experience of students. On the other hand, some sites and platforms are not that much attractive or beneficial. From better and beneficial sites students are getting needed lessons, and other facilities which they needed(S Kumar, A Kumar, and K Dutta, 2011). Now, in case of Moodle, it has been failing to impress students. In almost all cases Moodle provided negative impacts on students. All of these are found through a study conducted by Sheo Kumar, Anil Kumar Gankotiya and Kamlesh Dutta. They compared Moodle with contemporary other e-learning platforms in case of impacting students’ learning experience. 

Four most significant articles and studies have been analyzed. Through analysis different data have come fore. Most of the data are against of Moodle that means in almost all the articles negative impacts of Moodle have become visible or clear. In least cases authors found positive impacts of Moodle on students’ learning experience. From that analysis of four significant and closely related articles, it gets obvious that no study still has been conducted on the intended field for this research.

[bookmark: _Toc39951501]Conclusion and Recommendations
Currently, as many sites and platforms are providing educational facilities and lessons through online, therefore, students most of the cases prefer entertaining and beneficial sites and platforms for studying, learning and other purposes. From primary and secondary data analysis, many data have come fore. From both analyses, the negative impacts of Moodle on students’ learning experience have become clear. In secondary analysis it is found that other e-learning platforms are better than Moodle. Other platforms most often come up with better facilities and options. In primary analysis it is suggested that changes should be undertaken for some of the styles and facilities of Moodle which are boring and not that much beneficial for students. Instead of impacting positively they are negatively impacting students and they are getting distracted from this platform. Apart from that, changes should be taken place in Moodle for the betterment of students and it should be in line with the demands of student. 
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Research questionnaire
	1. What is your gender?
· Boy 
· Girl 
2. What about your age?
· 20-30 
· 30-40
· 40-50
· 50+
3. Is Moodle only platform used for learning purposes?
· Yes 
· No 
4. Do you think that Moodle provides better and beneficial information?
· Yes 
· No 
5. In using Moodle do you have any difficulty?
· Yes 
· No 
6. What about the features and styles of Moodle?
· Okay 
· Not okay 
7. For what purposes do you use Moodle?
· Academic 
· Others  
8. What about the comparison between Moodle and class lesson?
· Moodle provides more information than class lessons
· Class lessons provide more information than Moodle 
· Both are similar 
9. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied using Moodle?
· Satisfied 
· Dissatisfied 



Sales	
No difficulties 	No difficulties 	40.0	10.0	
Features and styles of Moodle 

Series 1	Eager to change styles and features	Not eager to cahnge 	45.0	5.0	Column1	Eager to change styles and features	Not eager to cahnge 	Series 3	Eager to change styles and features	Not eager to cahnge 	


Usages of  Moodle 

Series 1	Academic purposes 	For gathering knowledge 	50.0	10.0	Series 2	Academic purposes 	For gathering knowledge 	Series 3	Academic purposes 	For gathering knowledge 	


Comparison between Moodle and lesson 

Column1	
Moodle is beneficail 	Lessons are beneficial 	20.0	30.0	Series 2	
Moodle is beneficail 	Lessons are beneficial 	Series 3	
Moodle is beneficail 	Lessons are beneficial 	

Satisfaction level 

Sales	
Moodle is satisfactory 	Other platforms are satisfactory 	10.0	40.0	
Sales	
Male 	Female 	30.0	20.0	
Column1	
Learning purposes 	Other purposes 	45.0	5.0	
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