Introduction to the UNCRC.
The United Nation Convention of the rights of the child was first introduced in 1989, soon after the 2nd world war. The UNCRC was founded by 51 countries who wanted to maintain internal peace and security. It consists of 54 articles which cover four broad categories, these are the right to life, the right to develop, the right to be protected and the right to participate. According to Unicef (No date) these articles cover all the aspects of childrens’ rights ranging from their civil rights to their social and cultural rights. Unicef (No date) also goes on to explain that all children have rights regardless of their gender, religion, language or ability. 

In 2001, wales became the very first country in the UK to have a children’s commissioner. The role of the children’s commissioner is to promote and protect the rights of all children in Wales and England. The children’s commissioner’s office (2021) states that that he/she must do this in accordance with the united nations convention on the rights of the child. (UNCRC). 

According to Keep, G and Hamilton, C (2007) the UNCRC contains three groups of rights, these are: 
· Rights to provision 
· Rights to protection
· Rights to personal freedoms and to participate in decision making. 
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Article 2 – Non discrimination. 
Article 2 is one of the four core principles of the UNCRC, the four principles include: 
· Non discrimination 
· Best interests of the child 
· The right to survive and develop
· The right to have your views heard and taken seriously. 
(UNCRC 2015-2021)
The purpose of article 2 is to ensure than no child is discriminated against in any form reguardless of the child’s or his/her parent or guardians sex, race religion, disability, ethnic or social origin, language or political opinions. 
Heads together (No Date) outline the importance of preventing and challenging discrimination in schools and educational facilities. They suggest that schools should celebrate diversity in all early years settings in an age – appropriate way. they also suggest that teachers should encourage children and young people to speak up against discrimination. They suggest that the school curriculum and lesson plans be diverse in order to include children with different race, gender, age, disabilities and other differences. 
 





Article 28 – Every child has the right to access education. 
Article 28 outlines that every child has the right to a quality education. It states that all primary education must be free and that all children/ young people should be able to easily access secondary education. , whether it be free or financial help is offered. 
Estyn (2007) explains that in order to keep standards of education and training high in Wales, they carry out  regular inspections in order to make sure that all regulations are being followed. They are responsible for inspecting all educational facilities including primary schools, secondary schools and many other learning and training programmes.  
Children and young peoples commissioner Scotland (2015 - 2021) explains that the government is responsible for supporting children and young people in education.  

Article 3 (The best interests of the child) 
Article three is one of the four core principles of the UNCRC, along with Non discrimination above. This article ties in with article 12.
Children and young peoples’ commissioner Scotland (2015-2021) states that Article 3 is one of the most important articles in the UNCRC, they also state that there are many other articles that relate to it. 
The main topic of article 3 states that thinking about childrens best interests while making decisions that concern them is vital. 
According to HM Government (2020) although parents/guardians are the main care givers for their children, the local authority and partner organisations also have duties to safeguard children and to have the best interests of the child in mind. 
HM Government (2020) also suggest that a child centred approach to safeguarding is extremely important. When thinking about the best interests of the child. 


 
















Article 12 (Respect for the views of the child) 
Article 12 is one of the four core principles of the UNCRC. This article also ties in with article 3.  This article tells us that every child has the right to freely express their views on any matters that concern him/her. They also have the right for those views to be listened to and taken into consideration (depending on the child’s age and maturity). 

HM Government (2020) state that when working with children, they should be listened to and have their views taken seriously, when deciding how to support children and young peoples’ needs their views and opinions need to be respected. 
The children Act 1989 requires authorities to listen and to take into consideration children’s’ wishes when making any decisions regarding things that involve them. Their opinions should always be listened to,  and not disregarded, regardless of their age.. (cypcs 2015-2020)

Reggio Emilia strongly believed that the child should be at the centre of his/her educational needs, therefore the children would follow their own interests in order to direct their own learning. (Malaguzzi, L 2020) 
Early Education Support (2006) Explains that by valuing the children in this way, there is much more emphasis put onto listening and respecting the children.   

. 
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