REVIEW 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]After The Survivors Are Gone
Peter Balakian, the Pulitzer Prize-winning poet is of Armenian descent whose family fled the genocide authored a poem, ‘After the Survivors Are Gone.’ The poem shows us how the scars still run deep in Armenian society and how Balakian believes that the crimes committed during this period have been forgotten, lost to the sands of time. In his Poem, he establishes, as Thomas did in his book, the failure of the international community during the horrendous crimes that took place in this nation-building project. Balakian wants everyone to remember what took place and not to just say a few prayers for the dead once a year. The poem suggests accountability for the crimes has yet to be fully administered, although Talaat Pasha the architect of the Armenian Genocide was assassinated in 1921. Balakian wants his people, survivors of 1915 to remember the innocents lost, to carry the torch onto the next generation to remember. I believe Balakian wants Armenians to continue to make noise to bring this lesser-known horror to the international community's and wider publics knowledge. He mentions a couple of 20th century crimes and the poem shows me that the Armenians experiences have been lost or forgotten although their pain is the same. The poem is an expression of his anguish not just for the crimes against the Armenians but for all the great tragedies. The poem suggests that the Armenians feel ‘forgotten’ that this horror wrought upon them is valued less than others.
By Matthew Simpson

REVIEW 2
Remembering The Armenian Genocide 1915 By Patrick Thomas
The book details the events surrounding and leading to the massacre of over a million Armenian civilians, men, women, and children during the closing stages of the Ottoman Empires reign. The book details the preluding events and gives a good account of the then current views of the people who carried out the 20th Centuries first genocide. Although the book gives a good recollection of events of 1915 and surrounding years It fails to establish the historical link of the Armenian people to the land that they were forced to leave. The Armenians were the first Christian Empire, and this contributed to the Ottomans savage treatment of the Armenian population.
Early in the book Thomas focuses on the preluding rules and law amendments that contributed to the Armenian people being forced out of professional jobs, denied the right to bear arms and removed from military service. Thomas is also keen to stress the lack of photographic evidence available due to the Ottomans' successful destruction of evidence of crimes. The book raises stark comparisons with other genocides of the 20th century most notably the Holocaust. Reading this book, we can see there are clear steps taken by the Ottoman Government towards the ‘final solution’ and how the escalation of crimes against the Armenians accelerates rapidly with little or no condemnation from other world powers.
The Turkish Republic of the 21st century still strongly refuse the use of genocide for this period. As Roger Smith has said, ‘Denial is the last stage of genocide’.
By Matthew Simpson

REVIEW 3
The League of Nations' Rescue of Armenian Genocide Survivors and the Making of Modern Humanitarianism, 1920–1927
By Keith David Watenpaugh
https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article/115/5/1315/41289
This article focuses on the young Armenian women and children who survived the genocide of 1915 and how they were rescued by early western humanitarianism ideals. 
Karen Jeppe a young ideological women ran a ‘Rescue Home’ in Aleppo northern French mandated Syria which took in and attempted reunification of Armenian children and women. Early humanitarianism efforts were often used as an instrument for religious conversions to Protestant Christianity, but Jeppe was an exception.
Jeppes ‘Rescue Home’ rescued over 2000 women and children from rape, servitude, concubines, becoming involuntary mothers and Un consenting wives and forced conversion to Islam. The stories of these innocents capture the raw horror faced by some of the youngest survivors of the genocide evoking strong emotions. Many middle- and upper-class Ottoman family's took Armenian children in as a source of cheap labor and profited from them in Harems.
The article shows the early beginnings of the League of Nations and how they attempted to repatriate the lost children back into Armenian families in Turkey and beyond. The concept of suffering was being changed to include child transfers and even forced conversion to Islam. The League of Nations focused on the rescue of Greek and Armenian children (white and Christian) over Muslim women and children in similar positions. At the time in Ottoman circles, humanitarianism was seen as self-serving and anti-Muslim. The virtuous Armenian women being victims of the rapacious terrible Turks cemented distrust in the League. After the Turkish Republic was formed the numbers of children repatriated into Armenian family's fell drastically essentially ending the ‘rescue’ of Armenian women and children.

REVIEW 4
The Armenian Genocide of 1915: An Overview
By John Kifner
https://ocw.nthu.edu.tw/ocw/upload/30/news/9820_%E5%9A%B4%E9%9C%87%E7%94%9F%E6%95%99%E6%8E%88_L4_Armenian%20Genocide%20of%201915%20An%20Overview_.pdf
In this brief article, Kifner outlines the cause of the Armenian genocide the laws that were passed and the continued denial from the Turkish authorities to this day.
Kifner mentions that the failed invasion of Russia by the Ottomans in WW1 and the defeats in the campaign were the result of Armenian Nationalists fighting on behalf of the Russian Empire. The state perceived the Armenians as a ‘Fith Column’ and internal threat to the state from within. Although this is true, many Armenians also fought alongside the Ottomans. As Kifner confirms in his article, laws were passed to deport anyone considered a security threat casting the net high and wide over minority groups within Ottoman territory. This was followed by confiscation of property and disarmament of Armenian weapons.
The killings began in 1915 with the arrest of prominent Armenians in Istanbul. The forced marches were a death warrant signed by the Turkish state and carried out effectively by the turks, kurds and arabs. As Kilfner writes, the western powers documented the carnage through diplomats and missionaries although Germany remained silent on the issues due to the allied status during WW1.
Kifner touches on the most prominent issue, denial of the crimes committed. In turkey it is a common conception that as the crimes were not planned it does not fit with the definition/classification of genocide even though it was well organized and systematically implemented by the state at the time. It is still a crime to mention the Armenian genocide as its insulting Turkishness and this shows how far we still need to come today to fully begin the healing process.
By Matthew Simpson


 








