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	Title of Dissertation: A Critical Analysis of Astrology in the Bible and Talmud, with reference to surrounding cultures


	Aims:

To analyse and compare Biblical and Rabbinic [i.e. Talmudic and Midrashic] astrology and consider how each era reacts to the culture [and philosophy] around them.


	Academic Rational
In the Hebrew Bible (viz. Pentateuch, Prophets and Writings), a cosmology is discernible that recognises the influence of the celestial bodies, though spurning astral religion. As Ida Zatelli writes, 'when the monotheistic principle in Israel appears no longer threatened, the "wisdom of the stars" regains its own cognitive value'.
 However, whereas Zatelli [and others…] sees the Bible as condemning the astrologer, this is far from clear.
 There is an ambivalence in the Bible, as Andrea Lobel has noted, that laid the grounds for later astrological discussion [c. 300-500 AD] within the Talmudic halachic framework.
 This cosmology and ambivalence needs to be explored with reference to the surrounding culture.

A similar comparative study is called for on the Mishnaic and Talmudic era, with particular reference to the evolution of thought and culture. Although Lobel has echoed both Jacob Neusner and Kimberly Stratton in ascribing the acceptance of Babylonian and Greek astrological elements to 'their association with power' (Lobel's italics), further research might suggest otherwise, as astrology was not only seen as a legitimate science by the Talmudic authors, and as such, a necessary discipline for study but as a tool of the Creator precipitating its study as part of a religious duty to know the Creator.
 Moreover, it can be shown that the structural parallels inherent in the Talmud's terminology imply an outlook coherent with Mosaic tradition. This paper will thus also debate whether, as Lobel has proposed, the Talmud treats mazal (literally, ‘constellation’) as tantamount to avodah zarah (lit. 'foreign worship', i.e. idolatry), or whether it is viewed as a natural and necessary phenomenon.
 



	To which module/s of the MA does your topic relate?

· AHAN7002 Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology. 
· AHAN7023 Astral Religion 
· AHAN7011 Cosmology, Magic and Divination
· AHAN7003 History of Astrology 

· AHAN7006 Sacred Geography,

· Possibly: AHAN7035 Researching Contemporary Cosmologies, AHAN7022 Sky and Psyche

	What papers have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the module and the title of the paper/s. 
· AHAN7002 Module title: Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology: Title of Paper: Is Astrology a Divinatory System?

· AHAN7023 Module title: Astral Religion: 
Title of Paper: In what sense are astrology’s origins religious?
· AHAN7003 Module title: History of Astrology: 
Title of Paper: Did the Greeks invent astrology?

· AHAN7006 Module title: Sacred Geography: 
Title of Paper: Compare and critically contrast Mircea Eliade and Émile Durkheim’s views of sacred space.

	Methodology.   
The methodology used will be predominantly a literary-based historical and cultural enquiry, including sociology and comparative religion.
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	Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Babylonian Talmud (Vilna Talmud, 1835) 

Cairo, Josef, Shulchan Aruch, (Venice, 1565)

Keter Crown Bible (Horev Publishing House)

Midrash Rabba (New York, 1960)

	Time Schedule:
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� Ida Zatelli, 'Astrology and the Worship of the Stars in the Bible' in [?], p. 87.


� Zatelli, 'Astrology and the Worship of the Stars in the Bible' in [?], p. 97.


� Andrea Lobel, 'From Babylon to Jerusalem: The Roots of Jewish Astrological Symbolism', in Sky and Symbol edited by Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (Sophia Centre Press, 2011, pp. 85-101), p. 87.  


� Lobel, 'From Babylon to Jerusalem', p. 101; Jacob Neusner, ‘Rabbi and Magus in Third-Century Sasanian Babylonia’, History of Religions 6, no. 2 (1966): p. 170; Kimberly Stratton, Imagining Power: Magic, Miracle, and the Social Context of Rabbinic Self-Representation.


� Lobel, 'From Babylon to Jerusalem', p. 91. This is also sometimes referred to as avodat ha-kokhavim umazalot— the worship of the stars and constellations. 





