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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, section 128 places a responsibility on ‘relevant partners’ to report concerns of children/unborn children at risk of neglect and abuse (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D) and supports children to have a stronger voice. The Act puts a focus on prevention and early intervention to prevent the child from being at risk or involved with the local authority (NSPCC, 2022). Wales has devised their own safeguarding procedures to protect children from abuse and neglect. It sets clear guidelines for individuals who suspect that a child is at risk. Under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 the local authority has a duty to investigate potential harm to a child. From the investigations, it will form evidence as to whether the local authority can take action to promote the child’s wellbeing (Legislation, N/D) that is decided by the team manager/police. This should only be considered if there is a risk to the child’s life and a “likelihood of serious immediate harm and there are no alternatives” (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D). Following this, the local authority may arrange an emergency protection order, which removes a child from their home to a place of safety or an order can be placed to remove someone from the house that is putting the child at risk. In addition, an assessment with the child to assess the child’s care and support needs without consent from the carer/parent can take place. The police have powers to remove a child from their home for up to 72 hours before obtaining a court order (NSPCC, 2002). The court can request a medical examination with the child.
If the child is not at immediate risk then under SSWBWA 2014 section 21 the local authority has a duty to assess a child’s care and support needs. Following the section 47 assessment, the social worker will arrange a strategy meeting for all involved to discuss the risks, share information, decide whether section 47 should continue, decide what appropriate action to take and to put together a care and support plan (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D). 
Within section 47 enquiries, there are time scales for social workers to follow. The strategy discussions should take place within one working day and enquiries are conducted within 10 working days. If decided that the case should continue with a child protection conference then this should take place within 15 working days. The social worker will continue to gather relevant information that will be recorded and shared with the family (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D). The child protection conference consists of the family, child if appropriate and all practitioners involved including an advocate. Depending of the nature of the concerns the child’s name may be placed on the child protection register (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D) and a child protection plan will be created within core group. Core group is a multi-agency approach, creating a care and support protection plan, which is equal ownership/responsibility (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D) and will be reviewed every six weeks. If the concerns reduce then the child’s name can be removed from the child protection register or if the child reaches the age of 18. If the concerns escalate then a child may be removed from the parents/carers and placed in foster care. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding procedures are not the same for children and adults, due to adults/children experiencing different issues, procedures and legislation are different depending on the individual’s age. By local authorities, having separate procedures it can give clear guidance for practitioners to follow (Ann Craft Trust, N/D). There are also different eligibility criteria’s in adults and children’s social services.
The main difference in adults is that if an adult has capacity then they have a “right to self-determination”. Adults with capacity can make unwise decisions or place themselves at risk if that is their choice. However, if an adult does not have capacity then the safeguarding procedures should take place to safeguard an adult. The adult should consent to the safeguarding referral if they have capacity, however the child does not need to consent for a referral. However, children can consent to decisions that affect them if they fully understand the decision. The child should be able to understand, use and weigh up the relevant information and communicate the decision (States of Guernsey, N/D). Under Gillick competence, a child may be able to give consent for a medical examination without parental consent under the age of 16 (States of Guernsey, N/D).
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures also have different time scales where there is safeguarding concerns. An adult should be seen within 48 hours, where as a child should be seen within 24 hours (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, N/D).
A child may be removed from their home address due to poor living conditions which could impact on their health and wellbeing, however if an adult is deemed to have capacity then they can continue to live in poor living conditions. 
Western Bay Safeguarding board covers Swansea, Neath Port Talbot and Bridgend for children and adults that was set up in 2013. The safeguarding board is a statutory service that agrees how organisations will support children’s and adults to promote their welfare (Western Bay, N/D). Western Bay Safeguarding Board organises practice reviews if someone dies, has sustained life threatening injuries or serious/permanent impairment of health or development (Safeguarding Board, 2013). The review will be a learning event to reflect on decisions/actions that were taken and to reflect whether there are any opportunities to improve practice (Western Bay, 2017). 
In conclusion, there are some similarities between safeguarding in adults and in children’s in terms of the local authority having a legal duty to support and safeguard those at risk. However, it is important that professionals recognise the difference and to follow the legislation and procedures in place to safeguard vulnerable individuals. 
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