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1.- Introduction
          
My research is the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) experiences of my university and class mates in the Wales University Moodle and team work lessons. Based on my question sheet I created the charts included further down. For all of my university and class mates this is their first VLE experience and they have positive feedback about it. Less personal notes are required because the Moodle allows you to search back through all the previous information.  It is possible to find all the relevant books in the E-library and there is lots of information online.  Because all of the VLE tools are accessible any time, this makes the time management for learning purposes much easier.
The power point slides and the videos used mostly for individual learning by my university class mates but they could memorise and understand most of the information by the lecturer and work out their assignments and reports.
The lecturer lessons are excellent sources for secondary data collection as they give us directions to other secondary data in the form of relevant web sites and books. The possibility to create our own question survey was an excellent way to learn how to collect primary data; in this way I could learn the fact that primary data means to get information directly from the origin without any intermediary, while the Secondary data is already collected by someone else for other purpose. We use secondary data mostly just to learn, therefore I was so excited to do my first primary data analysis based of the question survey I created.


2.- Background:

My report is based on the study of existing literature, focusing on the way it is implemented for technologically enhanced learning. The actual developments of the technology and network infrastructure improvements, especially the world wide web give us an excellent outlet to use computers in every way. The need for this method grows together with the wishes of the students to study at a distance, part time and to insert their studies with their professional careers. The institutions usually prefer the best and most recent technology, that are cost effective and give them the best features to meet all their requirements. The environment of virtual learning gives the possibility for the operating professionals to come together in one place with a variety of existing resources, as tasks and informative feedbacks, law reports, journal articles.
Sneha and Nagaraja (2014) was a useful source of information.
To develop our learning with the help of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) gives us the option to learn in our own place or in class. synchronous and unsynchronous discussions can help our learning as times and locations can be different so this gives students more ownership of their studies through the increased access to technologies and to be able to access these resources in their own time and place of their choosing. Learning in context is the opportunity to access different resources with a wide range of information and the ability to share them with others. Continuity between contexts is the way VLEs give us a chance for formative assessment and feedback with benefits in terms of retention and achievement. Online learning is also associated with fun while communication and collaborative learning, such as the online forums, chat, discussions and email are available at almost any time and give us relevant feedback. Working with other people give us the right conditions and are very motivating. (Barker and Gossman, 2013)
Data collection is always a systematic process for gathering measurements and observations. Before we start our process of data collection, it is always a good idea to consider these points:
· The aim of the research
· The type of data collecting
· The methods and procedures to collect them, store them and process the data.

The aim of the research usually helps to identify the methods of researching. Quantitative or qualitative data is my aim. Quantitative date is expressed in numbers or graphs and is analysed in a statistical way. Qualitative data is expressed in words and interpretations with categorization.
Primary and secondary data usually needs different methods to collect them.
Primary data can be collected in many ways. Usually by self-administered surveys, interviews, field observation and experiments which is much more expensive and time consuming compared to secondary data collection.

Key Difference between Primary Research and Secondary Research:

	Primary Research
	Secondary Research

	Research is conducted first hand to obtain data. Researcher “owns” the data collected.
	Research is based on data collected from previous researches.

	Primary research is based on raw data.
	Secondary research is based on tried and tested data which is previously analysed and filtered.

	The data collected fits the needs of a researcher, it is customised. Data is collected based on the absolute needs of organisations or businesses.
	Data may or may not be according to the requirements of a researcher.

	Researcher are deeply involved in research to collect data in primary research.
	As opposed to primary research, secondary research is fast and easy. It aims at gaining a broader understanding of subject matter.

	Primary research is an expensive process and consumes a lot of time to collect and analyse data.
	Secondary research is a quick process as data is already available. Researcher should know where to explore to get the most appropriate data.


Secondary Research-Definition, Methods and Examples. (Questionpro,2020)


Secondary Research has many advantages compared to Primary Research:
Information is readily available usually unlike Primary Research where data has to be collected from different sources. Availability is much easier as well as less time and money-consuming. secondary data has very good information and has about the same effectiveness of primary research for organisations and businesses. The credibility evaluation has to performed and understand from where the information has come from. The primary research is always recent while the secondary may not be up to date.
	The graphical representation of the collected information is the data visualisation, this can be in the form of charts, graphs and maps, they can provide an accessible way to see and further understand trends, patterns and outliers in data. In business this can identify key factors and affect customer attitudes. Easier and faster decisions can be made if customers have the ability to absorb the information quickly, this can lead to companies having an increased understanding for the next step to accomplish their goals. Success can be achieved faster with less mistakes by the increased ability to act on findings swiftly.
Data Visualisation Beginner’s Guide (Tableau,2020).
Research must be taken by all participants voluntarily, respecting their autonomy and personal rights. All of the autonomous persons and their opinions and choices should be handled without any harmful conduct or influence any of their decisions. The aim and method of the research must always be to maximise the benefit of the research and minimise potential risk of harm to the participants and researchers. All risk and harm should be decreased by taking strong precautions, for example: risks of psychological harm, legal harm, social harm and economical harm. Equal treatment must be the principle of every research in relation to justice. Research staff and participants should be given appropriate information about the research in a comprehensive manner without duress or inappropriate inducement. The voluntary nature of the participation has to be conveyed clearly.                                            Anonymity, autonomy and personal rights always have to be respected and GDPR (General Data Protection) must be followed precisely. Quality and transparency must be assured in a way that undertakes standards of integrity in accordance with GDPR. False data, fabrication by the creation and other aspects of research, falsifications by the inappropriate manipulation or selection of data and imagery are strictly forbidden. All research must be independent without any influence to support any aim of different interests.                                                                          Principles of researches ethics. (City University of London, 2020) 
The VLE is accessible in any location and time flexible making it affordable for students as it is possible to learn from the comfort of our homes making travel costs a minimal expense. Beside the many advantages of working from home, it does have some disadvantages for example: Self-discipline:  a student needs motivation to sit and do the course. Impersonal:  No personal connection at all, therefore VLE can be lonely.  Isolation: To discuss the subject with others and to understand that face to face contact can’t happen. All materials of the learning process have to be processed independently.  Solo learning: For any clarification the answer is online. Not the easiest and quickest way as in the traditional classroom where you could ask the teacher. Technology Issues: A virtual classroom is useless if the technology behind it fails; Internet connection, software or computer problems can be very disruptive.                                                                                   
3.- Aims and objectives

The original idea of VLE was to make education available for almost everyone through internet connection. My university and class mates are originally from all around the world assumedly from very different economical and family background. My aim was to learn through the questions, how much time they spent with virtual learning (daily and weekly), how many times and for how long they connected to the Moodle or the Library and what is the main source of their information. It was also very interesting for me to learn how they solved problems if they need any clarification; what is the main source that they needed to adjust to regarding the learning process.

4.-Method:

Because of the current Covid-19 situation, online study is the only option offered by the university, therefore my question survey was shared online between my classmates and other university students, whose were in the same group as me through the first term. Nine of them sent back their answers, I sent them the same sheet with two types of question with 16 questions altogether; 14 with 4 different answer possibilities and 2 with 3 answer possibilities. The aim of my question survey was to know how often they used the VLE weekly and daily and for how long they usually accessed it each time. Based the answers it showed that they usually used the online tools for a minimum of 3-5 times a week and they spent least for 3 hours a session. For most of the participants this is their first VLE learning experience and for any advice and adjustments they preferred to ask advice from class mates and lecturers. Most of the information they can get regarding the learning material through to setting up their assignment and while on the study section from the lecturers and the power point presentations.


5.- Results:

The results of my survey question see below:
9 of my class and university mates were nice enough to send me back their answers.
The equal sign shows how many chooses they actually answered.


Questionnaire.

Name: 
Student number:
Age: 
Gender: 

1. How often do you access to your VLE study over the online lessons:
1.1 Every day. 		= 2  22,22%
1.2 3-5 times a week 	=7   77,77%
1.3 1-2 times a week 	=0  0%
    2.- For how long do you access usually for you VLE study:

		1.1 1 or less than an hour				= 0      0%
		1.2 More than 1 hour but less than 2 hours-	= 0      0%
		1.3 More than 2 hours but less than 3 hours	= 0      0%
		1.4 More than 3 hours.  				= 9  100%
  
3. From whom do you ask help for the Moodle?
1.1 Could figure out everything myself.		= 2  22,22%
1.2 Lecturer						=3   33,33%
1.3 Class mates					=4   44,44%
1.3 IT staff						=0          0%

-
4. Did you have any previous VLE experience?

1.1  No, this is my first one.				= 0           0%
1.2  Yes, had some other earlier.			= 6    66,66%
1.3  Had some but not in school environment.	= 3    33,33%


2. Based on your VLE study please thick the boxes what is most relevant for you.
	
	
Strongly agree
	
Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Disagree
	
Strongly disagree

	Easiest to learn for me by the Power Point Slides.
	3  33,33%
	4  44,44%
	2  22,22%
	0     
0%
	0      
  0%

	Easiest to learn for me by the Videos.
	4     44,44%
	3     33,33%
	0          0%
	2         22,22%
	0         0%

	Easiest to learn for me by the texts.
	2     22,22%
	2
22,22%
	3
33,33%
	2
22,22%
	0
0%

	Easiest to learn for me by the lecturers.
	5
55,55%
	4
44,44%
	0
0%
	0
0%
	0
0%

	Easiest to learn for me by the online library
	0
0%
	0
0%
	5
55,55%
	3
33,33%
	1
11,11%

	Easiest to learn for me through the way to the set up of my assignments.

	4
44,44%
	5
55,55%
	0
0%
	0
0%
	0
0%

	I think much easier to learn from home online by VLE
	5
55,55%
	3
33,33%
	1
11,11%
	0
0%
	0
0%

	I think much easier to learn in class room on the traditional way
	0
0%
	2
22,22%
	2
22,22%
	1
11,11%
	4
44,44%

	I can get help to read my assignments from friends or colleagues in case to check my academical writing.
	6
66,66%
	2
22,22%
	1
11,11%
	0
0%
	0
0%

	I can attend on all lessons
	4
44,44%
	4
44,44%
	1
11,11%
	0
0%
	0
0%

	I can attend on most lessons.
	7
77,77%
	2
22,22%
	0
0%
	0
0%
	0
0%

	I can attend just on the minimum required lessons.
	0
0%
	0
0%
	2
22,22%
	3
33,33%
	3
33,33%




The aim of my survey question list was to know more about my classmates learning experience, through Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). All the questions were designed in a way to be able to highlight the advantages and disadvantages about VLE.

6.- Discussion:

For me working out this task helped to understand how important it is to collect data in the right way and to follow well designed research rules to evaluate them. Through the answers I received it is now easier to know more and build wider perspectives of my own VLE study system. The given answers are quite similar with a few differences so it seems to be the way to use and to understand the VLE is about the same for all of my classmates. Achievement and motivation have a real serious impact on them of the VLE and the independent learning is a huge advantage for everyone. All of us have different personal and family life, different duties and responsibilities but to learn and to get higher degrees is very important for all of us; mostly for peoples like me who doesn’t have any UK based qualification. As I realised most of my fellow university students got there education outside of the UK. All of us choose to live and to work in the UK, so to get the best adaptive knowledge we can use through our career is the VLE system.                                                                                                                                                            
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