
Mercury, the deceitful god, will visit the house of Alcmena 
with his father Jupiter, king of humans and of gods. For 
Jupiter loves Alcumena, the beautiful woman, the wife of 
the brave man Amphitruon. Therefore Jupiter will want 
to sleep with Alcumena through the long night. 
However, Alcumena is a wife with the highest 
self-restraint as she loves Amphitruon fully. If she will 
know the plans of Jupiter, she will order the king of the 
gods to leave her home. Therefore, it will be a difficult task 
for Jupiter. But Mercury, a god of the highest audacity, 
always knows many plans. Therefore, Mercury will 
capture the image of Sosia, he will order Jupiter to 
capture Amphitruon’s. Thus, the two gods will enter the 
home of Alcumen, one of the two resembling Sosia, the 
other one of Amphitruonis, and Jupiter will bring about a 
long and dark night. Soon Sosia will return into town, a 
clever but foolish servant. She will want to announce the 
victory of Amphitryon’s army to Alcumena but will not be 
able to. For Mercury will not allow the slave to enter the 
house. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


