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Why is your chosen area worthy of research? Explain the rationale for your topic.
· The area of research I chose to investigate and discuss is poverty. Poverty is one of the biggest controversial issues of the twenty first century and is especially rising in Wales for children and young people (Wales has worst child poverty in UK | Poverty and Social Exclusion, 2020). This area is worthy of researching as it is such a political controversy among professionals and the public that is very interesting to research and find out about how it affects people within Wales. Poverty effects numerous children and young people in their everyday lives (Engle and Black, 2020) due to a variety of circumstances and I wanted to find out what practitioners and schools could do to help these individuals. Poverty is one of the main barriers that children and young people face, and their educational outcomes are affected because of it. Children who come from more affluent backgrounds experience life differently to children who grow up in poverty (Ferguson, Bovaird and Mueller, 2020) as they don’t have to experience the barriers that children who are disadvantaged face. The aim of my research is to examine how poverty affects children and young people's development and how it can impact on their educational outcomes and give examples of strategies, schemes and programmes to help provide these individuals and their families with the support that they need to help tackle barriers within education. 
Summarise your findings.
· When researching this topic, I found that poverty is one of the main concerns that the Welsh Assembly Government are currently focusing on and currently aiming to tackle to reduce the number of people living in poverty. According to gov (2020) through establishing a child poverty strategy and a tackling poverty action plan it allows for the Welsh Government to indicate what their goals are to help reduce poverty by 2020. This assures the public that the government are doing something to help address this serious issue as many families are affected by poverty and low-income families are especially impacted. Research shows that school is the best tool to help these individuals to gain the best education to help to reduce the chances of poverty in their future. Schools allow for these children to have the same opportunities as children from more affluent backgrounds and provide children with resources to access education to help better their future outcomes. The range of barriers that people in poverty face include living costs, low pay, lack of work available for parents, limited money for school uniforms, school trips, food, water and even toiletries (The causes of poverty, 2020). These components that influence poverty effect these children and young people’s well-being and chances of future educational achievement (Bartlett and Burton, 2016). As poverty is a health risk for all children and young people in Wales the Welsh Assembly Government aim to tackle it through expressing the importance of education.  According to gov (2020) education is what drives our economy and is the foundation of our culture. This means that education is essential for children and young people in Wales to benefit their future. The Minister of Education Kirsty Williams states that the national mission in Wales is to raise the standards, reduce the attainment gap and deliver an education system that is a source of national pride and confidence (GOV.WALES, 2020). By the Welsh Government complying to their statement and ensuring that these three objectives are at the heart of the education system it allows for the Welsh Government to help better children and young person’s educational journey and help to secure them the best education possible. To address issues surrounding poverty and give children the best start in life the government are responsible for providing a strategy to help these children (Sahota, Woodward, Molinari and Pike, 2020). The ties between poverty, disadvantage and educational underachievement are so vast that systems needed to be implemented to help support children and young people on their educational journey. Through implementing strategies, schemes and programmes to help address this issue these individuals well be ensured the best help to assure they achieve their best within education to help better their lives (Gov, 2020). The best outcomes for children are based on holistic approaches through early intervention that involves services working together such as schools and care services etc in partnership to help these children (Gov. Wales, 2020). I found that by using services such as Flying Start, Free School Meals and the Pupil Development Grant children who live under the poverty line in Wales will benefit from this help and it will allow them the same equal opportunities as children from privileged backgrounds. By doing this it pushes more children to have no reason to not go to school and puts pressure on parents to make sure they attend. Children and families are both supported through these schemes, programmes and grants, my study focuses on how important these are for children and young people and their families in Wales (Gov.Wales, 2020). 

1.) If you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, What methodology would you have used? Why?
· If I was to carry out primary research on this topic, I would have used an unstructured observational method, this would allow me to make notes and assess the children's behaviour when in class. Cohen and Manion (2011) state that the role of the observer when using unstructured observational methods involves visiting educational establishments and sitting in a classroom and noting down observations as well as interacting with the children when they are undertaking their usual daily tasks. Cohen and Manion (2011) state that the unstructured observer must introduce themselves to the participants and make themselves aware to them so that the children feel comfortable, the teacher should explain why I am there so that they understand and ask the children to treat me with respect as if I am another working professional in that school so if I do engage and speak to the children they know they can respond (Cohen and Manion, 2011). By using an unstructured method, it would allow me to observe and involve myself if necessary and I would be able to take extensive notes. If I was to participate myself more in tasks it would defeat the purpose of observing and would stop me from being able to write notes on what I am researching due to being extensively involved. But despite this if I used this method, I would be able to collect information that I wouldn’t normally be able to access if I used a different method of primary research such as interviews (Cooper and Schindler, 2001). Through using this method, I can collect live data from real life situations within a normal classroom environment from children and even the class teacher if necessary whilst overseeing them. 
2.) What would have been your ethical considerations?
· In preparation if I was to carry out primary research within a school, I understand the ethical issues that I would need to consider before visiting an educational establishment to carry out my primary research. I would need to ensure that I read the BERA guidelines (2018) in order to specify what I would be observing and how and why in order to ensure that I am carrying out my unstructured observation ethically and appropriately (Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018), 2020). Firstly, I would need to ensure that I contacted the Headteacher and ask permission to visit there school so that I am able to ethically visit it to observe the children. I should also inform them of the nature of my research study. Drawing on a definition by Cookes (2005) BERA defines close to practice educational research as research that focuses on issues defined by practitioners, professionals or researchers that is relevant to their practice and this can involve collaboration between people whose main expertise is research, practice or both (Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018), 2020). This means that research maybe carried out if it is necessary to get a better understanding of educational practices or to improve them. By ensuring that I consider the BERA guidelines and implement them when attending educational establishments, I'm ensuring that I'm ethically carrying out my research. When visiting the school, I would need to present the Headteacher with a consent form, the form is proof of my eligibility to undertake my research. I would also need to present the class teacher with a form that explains why I am there as well as an ethics form which would entail that I would keep their anonymity which is specified in the BERA guidelines. Anonymity is essential to ethically observe and discuss further upon issues that are related to the children, teachers or school environment. At the end of my placement I would need to ask the class teacher for the appropriate copies of policies that the school has implemented so that I can include how they safeguard their students such as the Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. I can then note whether the school has rightfully designated a safeguarding officer and who the referral team are so that I can see what actions have been taken to ensure the safety of children within the school. Through complying with the ethical considerations set out by BERA it allows me to conduct research which will help to included real life information about my study.

What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?
· Overall, I think my study was straight to the point and conveyed my thoughts and ideas on the subject. It also addresses my title and includes a variety of different references to back up my point. I believe that I introduced and discussed my study appropriately and reiterate the point of my study throughout. But despite this I feel like it doesn’t include enough references from books and journal articles due to not being able to access the university library, even though I was able to get some books from the online library, the ones that I needed I could not access unless on the university campus, this is the biggest weakness of my study as I wasn’t able to draw more on views of other writers and researchers to back up my point. By using a variety of different references, it allows to follow up in more depth the ideas or facts that I've referred to throughout my study (Referencing and bibliographies — University of Leicester, 2020). As well as this I think I didn’t include enough policies within my study and could have added more to include ones that are relevant to my topic to again further back up my study. I also forgot to note one or two references that I used within the study on the reference list. 
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