ECAD – 4010
Researching the learning: what, how and why am I teaching?
A critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leuven Scale’.

The Leuven Scale is used to determine the levels of well-being and involvement in the classroom. In the foundation phase the children are exposed to different types of learning through the way that they are taught. The different areas that are planned in the classroom develop the children while the learning in nursery is mostly child led, with scaffolded play used to develop what is learned during the teacher led learning. The teacher-led sessions involve the learning of the alphabet, numbers and phonics. The child-led environment then allows them to develop these skills through play, both inside and outside, which allows development of motor skills. By being child-led the children are taking part in tasks that they are interested in which increases involvement and aids in the transfer of information. It is important that the children have positive experiences towards the learning and different subjects as the experiences they have now could shape their attitude towards learning as they go through school, and in life a more positive attitude will mean more efficient learning and more involvement through sessions.
Literature Review
Pedagogy is commonly understood to be the approach to teaching (pedagogy noun – definition in British English Dictionary & Thesaurus – Cambridge Dictionary Online, n.d.). The pedagogy changes over time and evolves as it is influenced by the development of the social, political and psychological aspects of the leaners therefore pedagogy can be altered to fit the learners. The foundation phase is the main early years education policy from the Welsh government (Taylor, Rhys, & Waldron, 2016). It was also an extreme move away from the former Key Stage 1 curriculum as the new foundation phase curriculum encourages a more developmental, experiential and play-based approach to both the teaching and learning that occurs in the classroom (Taylor, Rhys, & Waldron, 2016). This suggests that the Welsh government is looking to give schools more freedom for how they teach as there may be different individual needs for each school. This could have a positive impact on learning as it is more relevant for the pupils and it would improve involvement. In the foundation phase framework, the Welsh government outlines how the curriculum would work and how and what teachers should teach the learners. According to the foundation phase framework “there must be a balance between structured learning through child-initiated activities and those directed by practitioners” (Welsh Government, 2015). This highlights the increased freedom that the Welsh government has to tailor the national curriculum to better suit the children of Wales. The framework goes on to the say that the indoor and outdoor areas used for the learning should be fun, exciting and safe as the children are encouraged to learn through their play and this form of learning also promotes independence from an early age (Welsh Government, 2015). In 2011 Estyn found that children aged 5-6 were not learning enough under the foundation phase policy as the learning through play approach led to undemanding challenges and repetitive work, although it was clear that the policy was having a positive impact on the wellbeing of the children (BBC News, 2011). Personally, I feel this shows a slight weakness in the policy as it is only effective if it is implemented correctly within the classroom because although the wellbeing of the children is improved the learning shows no improvement. However, I think that since then the pedagogy has been improved and the policy is better implemented. I consider that some schools may implement the policy in a more beneficial way than others as teachers differ slightly in their methods of teaching as everyone has their own unique style of teaching. Some teachers are probably better suited to the child-led learning whereas some prefer for all or most sessions to be teacher-led. This gives the potential for any possible variance in how well the foundation phase policy is implemented

Methodology
The Leuven Scale was first pioneered by Ferre Laevers, along with his team at Leuven University in Belgium, and is used to evaluate and understand how focused and comfortable children are in a particular setting (UWTSD, 2020). Laevers believes that high levels of both well-being and involvement lead to children obtaining a deeper learning experience and the more involved and happy a child is the more likely the child can experience the world at its fullest (UWTSD, 2020). Well-being is an integral part of emotional intelligence and mental health (UWTSD, 2020) so it is important that pupils feel at ease and are happy in their surroundings in order to be at their most productive. The Laevers Scale has both advantages and disadvantages. The Leuven Scale is very useful if you are looking at a targeted child that causes concern. The findings that you gather could help you to alter your classroom setting in a more positive way to aid with well-being and involvement (UWTSD, 2020). Also, as the Leuven Scale relies heavily on observation and assessment by making them a part of the reflective process the teacher gains a much deeper understanding of the pupils in their class (UWTSD, 2020). However, there would have to be regular observations of the pupils as children change over time  and there is a danger that the Leuven Scale could just another ‘checklist’ when it comes to doing observations (UWTSD, 2020). For my research I will be looking at the impact that an outdoor learning environment has on involvement and learning. I will use an observation schedule to keep a note of involvement and well-being using the Leuven Scale as guidance. I will make sure the pupils involved give assent, which is “the agreement of someone not able to give legal consent to participate in an activity” (UWTSD, 2020). Following the Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research set out by the British Educational Research Association (BERA), I will ensure that the participants in the research remain anonymous and confidential by not using names only initials or other methods such as pupil ‘A’ etc. No information about the pupils will be used in the findings so that they cannot be identified (BERA, 2018).
Discussions and Findings
Educational researchers should be aware of ethics in all its perspectives, as a disposition it is derived from Aristotle’s notion that people possess generosity and honesty, as a duty it is derived from Kant and is the belief that as humans we must respect each other through our acts, and as utilitarian relates to guidelines for ethical conduct that should be beneficial (Labby Ramrathan, 2017). All three of these perspectives should be considered when embarking on educational research. When undertaking research the researcher should make sure that the research is trust worthy, all findings are based on evidence and that all arguments can be justified (Labby Ramrathan, 2017). Researchers must also stay away from unethical misconduct which would involve falsifying findings, purposely distorting results by being selective of which outcomes are published, undertaking work that serves the purpose of self-gain or contains a conflict of interest and using research as a tool for illegal or fraudulent purposes (Labby Ramrathan, 2017). To me this highlights that researchers must be careful of how they go about their work, especially when in education where children are involved as the research could leave the pupils vulnerable. The provision and storage of data is key in research as participants must be kept confidential and anonymous in order to follow the ethical way to perform the research unless on the rare occasions that the area that research is taking place causes anonymity or confidentiality to be near impossible, however those conducting the research should still try to take an ethical approach (BERA, 2018). Anonymity is also a challenge when it comes to collecting visual evidence such as photographs and videos. In this case researchers should take steps to prevent the evidence being misused by others in bad practice (BERA, 2018). As children are under 18 they are only able to give assent, so parents can give consent (“may only be given by individuals who have reached the age of 18” (UWTSD, 2020)) which is needed for schools to either take or post any photographs or videos where their child is present due to safeguarding reasons and to keep their child’s anonymity if that’s what they wish. For my research I was looking to answer the question “To what extent does the outdoor learning environment provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?”. From my observations I found that as the foundation phase framework states, children see play as a serious business and it demands complete concentration from everyone involved (Welsh Government, 2015). This was shown by each child that took part in the outdoor session. During the play-based session it was clear to see that the levels of both well-being and involvement as all children showed signs of openness and receptivity while adapting to what is needed to complete the challenge. Some pupils also showed heightened confidence and communication skills that are needed for leadership roles in the session as the more confident pupils who take charge then also helped to keep everyone involved as the challenges took a lot of teamwork to complete. The children carried out the session to a high quality. The children enjoyed completing the challenge with freedom to express themselves, their imagination running wild with their play, imaging being at sea in their ship or hiding their ‘treasure’ and making maps so that they can develop the play. Even with all the freedom they stay within the guided activity and show excellent behaviour with no interference from the teachers, which shows that child-led learning can be very successful when implemented correctly.
Conclusion and Recommendations
In conclusion, I believe that the Leuven Scale is an effective method when used in observation schedules to observe and assess the well-being of children in a learning environment. I found that with outdoor learning experiences it seems that the children are more involved and invested in the session as they see play as being something serious (Welsh Government, 2015). The experiential learning seemed to benefit the pupils involved as they developed their confidence and communication skills while working as a team. However, I feel that my research findings are restricted as I have only had one observation and as children's behaviours change over time only having one observation the findings are unreliable.  With more observations it’s a possibility that the findings may remain the same and that involvement and well-being may remain high or extremely high. Reviewing my research, I believe that it has given me a better insight into how useful outdoor learning environments can be and how important child-led sessions are in the Foundation Phase. This may influence my future teaching by having more child-led sessions and making the most out of outdoor spaces.
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