Using the Swansea ‘City Witness’ website (www.medievalswansea.ac.uk) choose ONE witness and answer the following questions:	Phillip Parkinson-Shanley	26/09/19
1. What was the occupation and social status of your chosen witness?

William Cragh was an outlaw who was convicted of the deaths of 13 men[footnoteRef:1] after allegedly burning down Oystermouth castle.[footnoteRef:2] He is described by some as being actively being a rebel while others claim he was just a common criminal[footnoteRef:3] either way this strongly suggests he is very much not in good standing with the community, as evidenced by the fact he was supposed to be hanged, something that does not often happen to those more well regarded in the community. [1:  http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/5 (27/09/19)]  [2:  https://www.herefordcathedral.org/news/who-was-the-hanged-man-of-medieval-swansea (27/09/19)
]  [3:  Webb, Diana. The Catholic Historical Review, vol. 92, no. 4, 2006, pp. 655–656. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/25166707. (27/09/19)] 


1. What is their relationship to the ‘hanged man’?

William Cragh was the hanged man.[footnoteRef:4][footnoteRef:5][footnoteRef:6] This is useful as it means if anyone will know what the thoughts and feelings of the hanged man were, it will be him. [4:  http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/5 (27/09/19)]  [5:  https://www.herefordcathedral.org/news/who-was-the-hanged-man-of-medieval-swansea (27/09/19)
]  [6:  Webb, Diana. The Catholic Historical Review, vol. 92, no. 4, 2006, pp. 655–656. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/25166707. (27/09/19)
] 


1. What was their involvement in the events surrounding the miracle?

[bookmark: _GoBack]On the morning he was to be hanged, Cragh reported to have seen a vision of both Mary and a lord that turned out to be Thomas Cantilupe, the deceased (by 8 years) bishop of the diocese.[footnoteRef:7] He had bent a coin to him (an English custom at the time)[footnoteRef:8] and was led out to be hanged, the first time the hanging was unsuccessful for both he and his execution partner, however the second time appeared to go off without a hitch as he and his partner were hanged  [7:  https://www.herefordcathedral.org/news/700-years-of-st-thomas-cantilupe (27/09/19)
]  [8:  http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/statement/5 (27/09/19)] 


