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	introduction

This report will go into detail about why it has and is taking so long for women to get into formula one, with reflection into the history of drivers such as Marie de Filippe, Leyland Lombardi, and Desire Wilson. While also looking into the women that are changing things and opening so many doors for many girls and young women in the present like Bianca Bustamante, Jamie Chadwick and Abi Pulling.
While looking into the past and the present we can hopefully identify why it is so difficult for women to get into formula one and how to promote and encourage more awareness and understanding of what is going wrong for women to be so deterred from formula one.
	

	
	background



There are no rules preventing women from competing against men, but a lack of funding is often blamed as a reason we do not see any making it to the grid. It can cost hundreds of thousands, if not millions, to sponsor a young racer through a season. To try and change that, the sport has launched a new all-female racing category called the F1 Academy - with 15 women competing across five teams. The series will see F1 help with the cost of each car with a budget of £130,000 and the drivers will have to match that total with their own backing. It is not the first all-female driving championship, with the free-to-enter W Series created in 2019 removing financial barriers to compete.

Some, including Sir Lewis Hamilton, have felt it does not offer enough progression for female drivers - because it was separate from F1. And the series has faced money troubles, with the previous season ending three races early and fundraising currently taking place for the 2023 season. 
They may have divided women from driving in formula 1 but women are still a fundamental part of f1 in the background work as test drivers, development drivers or even as CEO of their teams.

It has been 30 years since any female driver has even attempted to qualify in formula one this is due to many drivers, even fans, not knowing if women can compete within formula one much like, Jamie Chadwick, who was uncertain if she would be able to compete. There are no explicit rules barring women from formula one but there are indications that they do not want women in f1, for example, w-series, by having a separate championship make it less inclusive for women to get involved as a competitor for formula one.

	

	
	Discussion
 
There have only been 5 women in history who have competed in formula one but that could change in the upcoming seasons as the next generation of young girls and young women are taking a much larger interest into f1 than any others generation before them. 

The involvement of women in f1 began with Maria Teresa De Filippes, who entered 5 races in1958/59 seasons, only started 3. ending 10th in the 1958 Belgian grand prix. The following race in France, the race director denied her involvement by saying that the only Helmut women should be wear belonged in a hairdresser. Maria ended her career as a driver that following year.

Women in the present are becoming more involved in f1 than ever with lots for young girls and women such as Bianca Bustamante has now become a part of the fold at McLaren as the first female driver in the team's development programme team. And there are many more helping to change this for many other women as they also become first females in the teams' other areas of formula one.
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	Conclusion




[bookmark: _Int_e65Hgr2R]To conclude women in formula one is important to show the next generations that they can be themselves and have the confident to test the boundaries of the so called ‘men's games’ and be confident to know that they have the potential to create history that could impact corners of the future.
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