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Kira Salak is an American explorer who is most famous for her trek across Papua New Guinea.  She is the first woman to complete the traveling in such a remote location all by herself. This dedication to exploring and traveling has made Salak quite famous and even has the New York Times calling her “a real-life Lara Croft” (Karbo 1).
Salak has been caught in a coup attempt in Bangladesh, chased by rebel soldiers in Mozambique, held at gunpoint in Congo, and hunted by a Tuareg gag in Mali (Finkel 1). Each of the places Salak travels are dangerous, but nevertheless she continues. With her rich travel history she has begun to breakdown the gender stereotyping in exploring. Her tenacity has caused a shift in who is recognized for their adventures. 
To this day, Salak carries on with seeing new and interesting places and pushing past what society expects. Salak said, “I get a lot of raised eyebrows from the men. But on my trip down the Niger River, the village women crowded on the shore and raised their hands in a cheer” (Explorers Bio 1).
Even though gender stereotyping is a huge concern, the reason Salak explores distant and hazardous areas is because she wants to travel in a way that allows her to obtain an intimate experience with the local people (Explorers Bio 1). Salak uses this connection with people as a way of self-exploration, which is a large part of her traveling. She then takes what she learns from traveling and publishes it to the world. Salak as written autobiographies of her travels, along with fictional books with characters that face ordeals similar to her own. 
Kira Salak is an important figure in Outdoor Education because of being the first women to accomplish such daring explorations and being able to live to tell the story. But, also it is her self-awareness and expression from these travels that she publishes in her books that makes her an endearing figure to aspire to.
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