Choose one European Country and critically discuss its policy in comparison to Wales 
One European Country I have chosen to compare its policy in comparison to Wales is Finland, one of the Scandinavian Countries which is known to have a varied Youth Policy in contrast to other Countries. 
Initially, the Youth Policy for Finland was established from the Youth Act 2006 (cited in Ministry of Education, 2006) where the aim is to ‘support young people's growth and independence, to promote young people's active citizenship and empowerment and to improve young people's growth and living conditions’. Prior to this, the policy defines youth as under the age of 29 and involves nine strategic areas involving employment, education, health, gender and citizenship.  In comparison, Wales’ policy under the National Youth Work Strategy 2014 – 2018, formed under the Welsh Government (WG, 2014) aims to support young people aged 11 – 25. The Welsh policy includes five pillars of Youth Work including educative, expressive, empowering, participative and inclusive and recognises the value of open – access provision. Both Finland and Wales Youth Work have similar aims within their policies, however Finland support young people for a further five years. 
Although these policies are similar, both Finland and Wales have different outcomes and statistics of their educational provision.  As identified by Youth Guarantee in Finland (2012) ‘110,000 young people have completed comprehensive school, 55,000 young people are unemployed and youth employment is on the increase’. To support young people further Finland provide young people under the age of 25 and recent graduates employment, study place and on the job training within three months of becoming unemployed. Within Finland the education system involves fully subsidised meals and are known to be successful with compulsory schooling starting at the age of 7. 
In comparison, according to ONS (2018) within the UK 788,000 young people aged 16 – 24 who are NEET were in 2017 this figure was 5,000 less. Within the UK, there is no fixed job training, however support is available for young people such as Youth Outreach service, Workways plus, Careers Wales to re-engage in to EET. Within Wales, the Welsh Government (WG, 2018) contributed total funding of £31.9 million for Youth Work provisions. Whereas in Finland (Youth Policy, 2014) Youth Work provision was funded with €74 million.  It shows that with the population of Finland were able to provide more opportunities for young people with further funding than in Wales. 
Historically the two Countries are similar, where the same historical perspectives have been included within youth work, including the YMCA (1844), Youth Clubs and associations and political youth organisations.  This has influenced youth work today, where Finland focuses on the Leisure Activities and Youth Work however this has been restructured in this case where many youth workers have different qualifications. Helve 2008, critiqued Finland Youth Policy where ‘the direct implications of the economic depression and social policy had a severe impact on youth’. To avoid this, Finland’s Policy ensures young people have active citizenship and strengthen youth socialising in order to enhance life management to those who are in danger or at risk of social exclusion. Likewise, the review from the Wales Strategy 2014 – 2018 (cited in Wrexham University, 2018) critiqued that the strategy ‘was developed without the input of young people’ and that the expressive pillar of youth work need to change to adapt to young people’s voices to be heard. 
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