 Revenge of the Sith poster – Matt Ferguson

[bookmark: _Int_DPxafzfZ][bookmark: _Int_SDAH0vlN][image: ]The use of hierarchy within this poster draws my attention, firstly, to the dominant image element of the design; specifically, Darth Vader’s helmet with Anakin below getting my attention first, next the orange and red tones, then followed by the centrally aligned title at the bottom of the page. My attention then goes back up top to the ”20th Anniversary” text, before finally moving to the smaller print back at the bottom; the use of font size and colour helps draw attention around the page – with the contrastingly white, larger text helping draw focus first. Plus, the fact that the lower text is grouped well also helps bring the attention to the bottom of the page. The use of colour palette and individual colour meanings play a powerful part in the poster’s success; the dominant use of black and it’s symbolic meaning is interesting, with black having meanings of prestige, evil, and intimidation, with some meaning of sophistication too. Red has many symbolic meanings, while a mix of positive and negative connotations are attached to the colour, common semantic meanings are of anger, alarm and romance; not only is the strong contrast from the use of black interesting, but the symbolic meanings of both colour hint at themes within the film. Typography and use of font is another interesting aspect of the poster; somewhat linking back to the visual hierarchy, the grouping of the white text and the use of different weightings and fonts help to vary both composition and where viewers look/read first - the font sizes used to list actors starring and co-starring also tie into the grouping of text and composition. Plus, the mixed use of serif and san serif fonts intrigued me too; having ’Episode 3” written in capital and as a serif font not only draws attention but also draws connotations of sophistication, elegance and respect, as a serif font - and with the added context of the use of colours and their semantic meanings/connotations, the connotations of seriousness and authority that also come with serif fonts are strong takeaways from the use of font. With the rest of the text being in a san serif font, there’s not only strong contrast but also different connotations that come along with the different font style; modernity, a more clean and clarified look. After looking further into the poster through the above analysis, I feel like looking at the poster now and knowing the meanings that come with the design choices made, it makes more sense in my head – already knowing the film and what happens, I think the design choices, use of colour in particular, elude to what happens and the themes in the film. The mix of colour and the dominant use of the image, to me, make sense when thinking about the film and what happens, so knowing the intent behind the design massively changes my perspective and has added more understanding of design.
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· Hébert, L. (2019) An Introduction to Applied Semiotics : Tools for Text and Image Analysis. 1st ed. London: Routledge. Pp.273-278.Available at https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9780429329807-21/short-introduction-semiotics-louis-h%C3%A9bert-julie-tabler?context=ubx&refId=c4808b41-cdc6-4398-9dcd-3075d9a0b5e2 [Accessed 11 Nov. 2025]
· Interaction Design Foundation (2022). What is Visual Hierarchy? [online] The Interaction Design Foundation. Available at: https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/topics/visual-hierarchy [Accessed 3 Nov. 2025].
· NUGRAHA, D.N.S. (2019). The Color Meaning in Go Green Logo: A Semiotics Study. [online] Proquest.com. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2236131640/fulltextPDF/5FBB635EC8E446ECPQ/1?accountid=130472&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals [Accessed 5 Nov. 2025].
· Robinson, J. (2017). Colour semiotics and what they mean in other cultures. [online] Buzz. Available at: https://buzzwordcreative.co.uk/colour-semiotics-and-what-they-mean-in-other-cultures/ [Accessed 3 Nov. 2025].
· Singla, V. and Sharma, N. (2022) ‘Understanding Role of Fonts in Linking Brand Identity to Brand Perception’, Corporate reputation review, 25(4), pp. 272–286. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1057/s41299-021-00127-3. [Accessed 3 Nov. 2025]
· Svaiko, G. (2023). Font Psychology: Here’s Everything You Need to Know About Fonts. Designmodo. Available at: https://designmodo.com/font-psychology/#serif [Accessed 7 Nov. 2025].

image1.png
b ———
ANNITVERS AR

EPISODE Il

REVENGE OF THE SITH

ERET URNS-T.O T HEATERS “AP RIGw25

WAN MCGREGOR - NATALIE PORTMAN - HAYDEN CHRISTENSEN -
IAN M(DIARMID - SAMUEL L. JACKSON - CHRISTOPHER LEE - °
3 wsries ANTHONY DANIELS = KENNY BAKER - FRANK OZ "

]OHN WILLI RICK McCALLUM -+





