Handwritten Manuscript Exercise


The Manuscript I chose is the History of the foundation of Colchester Abbey, located in the British Library, Cotton MS Nero D VIII, ff 345r–347v. It is part of a composite manuscript contains a variety of texts that include a collection of histories, comprising of the Historia regum Brittaniae and Historia Normannorum, scientific texts, including the Polychronicon and the history of the foundation of Colchester Abbey.

The subject of this paper is an account of the foundation of the abbey of St John, Colchester. According to the British Library website, the “Decoration is a tinted drawing of the abbey with a large roundel above containing a shield of arms surrounded by the inscription, 'Eudo filius Huberti de Rya fundator Monasteri' Colecestrensis' . Smaller roundels in the outer margins in red, green or yellow, some containing the names of successive abbots”. It is written in Latin. 

I chose this manuscript for several reasons, the first being my original choices were either not digitized or were of such poor quality that I could not make them out.  After wavering between something written and old English or Latin, I chose Latin since there are numerous translators online.[footnoteRef:1]I wanted to choose a document that was not already translated into an online forum, to resist the temptation to use the translated version. I am interested in Saints Lives and Church History, thus I settled on this document. Since the document is lengthy, I only translated the first part of the page, stopping at what seemed to be break point in the story. [1:  Latin translation sites used: online-latin-dictionary.com, Latin translator online - Latin-Online-Translation.com, Google Translate and, lexilogos.com] 

The British Library provides the following information: 
Physical Description
· Materials: paper (ff. 1, 345–347); parchment (ff. 2–344).
· Dimensions: 365 × 260 mm.
· Foliation: ff. 347 (ff. 1 and 2 are early modern flyleaves + 2 unfoliated paper flyleaves at the beginning and 3 unfoliated paper flyleaves at the end).
· Script: Gothic.
· Binding: British Museum 1896.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  “Digitised Manuscripts” [n.d.]] 


Provenance: The components of this volume were acquired by Sir Robert Bruce Cotton  1st baronet, antiquary and politician: inscribed with his name (ff. 3r, 176r) and included in the first catalogue of his collection (Harley MS 6018, no. 194), and the Cottonian catalogues, Cotton’s collection was augmented by his son, Sir Thomas Cotton (b. 1594, d. 1662), 2nd baronet, and his grandson, Sir John Cotton. Sir John Cotton (b. 1621, d. 1702), 3rd baronet: bequeathed the entire Cotton collection of books and manuscripts to trustees ‘for Publick Use and Advantage’, 12 and 13 William III, c. 7. Formed one of the foundation collections of the British Museum in 1753. Origin (ff. 3–175): England.Provenance (ff. 3–175): John Stow (b. c. 1525, d. 1605), chronicler, his name inscribed on f. 3r. Sir Walter Cope (d. 1614), Chamberlain of the Exchequer,  Bodleian Library Record, 12 (1987), 262-97). Origin (ff. 176-344): Britain. Provenance (ff. 176-344): (?)Robert Glover (b. 1544, d. 1588), herald: perhaps item J1 in the list of his books in Lansdowne MS 58, f. 105v (see Tite, Early Records (2003), p. 138).Thomas Paget, 3rd Baron Paget (d. 1590), he perhaps owned ff. 176-187: his name inscribed on f. 176v. Origin (ff. 345-347): England.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid] 


Methodology

After choosing the Manuscript, I read it over a few times to see what words I could recognize. I do not know Latin but am familiar with French and the Romance language structure so I could recognize some words and conjugations.  Then I researched the Foundation of the St John’s Abbey to become more familiar with the story in The Colchester Archaeologist and British History Online.[footnoteRef:4]   I proceeded to handwrite the Manuscript, twice, the first time was replicating the letters as best as I could. I then proceeded to enter words and or phrases into several online Latin translators, sometimes with success, sometimes with no results. I would try several letter possibilities until I got some sort of match. As you can see from my translation, there are still words which are probably the wrong translation or unable to translate.  The second handwritten paper, rewriting the text with the words that I had got positive hits on from the translator was what I used for my typed version below. After typing the transcription, I copied and pasted it into a Latin translator for my final translation.  There were several abbreviations used for which I utilized the Lexicon Abbreviaturarum via the link provided on the Moodle, examples being cu (with a hash above the u) for cum, the & symbol and the p with a lower cross for partes. [4:  Crummy, 2011.] 


Latin Transcription

Marianus Libra Tertio De Monasterio Colecestretsi et ems fundatore. Rex Willelmus funior ciuitate1n Colecestrie cum suis pertinentiis tradidit seruandam Eudoni, qui erat maior domus Regie quad nos uulgariter Senescallum uel dapiferum uocamus. Facit autem hoe ciuium colecestrensium postulatione, qui hoe ab eo impetrauere grandi exenio tarn uictualium quam impendiorum transmare delato. Acceperat autem Eudo hunc honorem ab Willelmo Seniore pro sui patris suceque in regalem familiam cleuotione. Pater uero eius erat Hubertus de Ria, qui internuntius et sequester inter clucem normannie et regem anglie extiterat. Siquiclem rex Eclwarclus egrotans cum eo maxi me cruciaretur q uocl in se regium genus deficere uicleret : per quenclam Goscelinum Wyntoniensem negotiatorem qui solitus erat cum mercibus longinquas aclire terras, manclauit Willelmo normannie cluci ut sibi aliquem clirigeret a suo latere, cui tuto committeret queque uellet mandata. Quo nuntio accepto factoque magno procerum con uentu, clum singuli citantur clum omnes recusant barbaram expetere gentem propter ilia quce auclierant facta apucl Geldefordiam sol um Hubertum clux inuenit qui se cliceret spontanie hac legatione functurum. Itaque ab omnibus lauclatus a duce muneratus profectus est cum grancli apparatu, cum pompa magna equis phaleratis et fremitu terribilibus hominibus serico indutis, et colore uestium spectabilibus. Ad regem veniens honorifice suscipitur et ei primce in anglia sue mansionis uilla que essce dicitur perpetuo possidenda conceditur. Peracto colloquio et manclatis acceptis reuersus ad ducem cletulit insignia quibus Willelmus declarabatur heres Eudwaradi regis anglorum, spatam scilicet cum capulo in quo erant inclusce sanctorum reliquie, cornu de auro uenatorium et caput ingens ceruinum. Pro hijs etiam lauclatus a cluce promissionem habuit clapiferatus. 
Translation
Marianus  Libra Tertio was the founder of the Monastery of Colchester. King William the funior delivered the city of Colchester with his appurtenances to the preservation of Eudoni, who was the elder of the royal house, which we commonly call a seneschal or steward. This he does, however, by the request of the citizens of Colchester, who obtained this from him, having conveyed to him a great gift, both of food and of expenses, to be conveyed over the sea. And Eudo had received this honor from William the Elder on behalf of his father, and also in the royal family. His father was Hubert de Ria, who had been an intermediary and mediator between Normandy and the king of England. If king Edward was sick and was tortured so much about he ended the royal race and stopped it: by means of whom Goscelin, a Winchester merchant, who had been accustomed to gain goods from distant lands with wares, bade William of Normandy to gather someone from his side, to whom he could safely entrust whatever commandments he wished. Upon receiving this news, and after a great concurrence of the nobles, every one of them being summoned to the city, they all refused to seek a barbarian nation on account of those things which they , when they found Hubert at Geldford, who would win over this embassy of his own accord. Accordingly, as a reward for all the distinguished successes of the duke, he set out with a magnificent display, with a great pomp, with a great number of men dressed in silk, and with a great pomp, with their horses harnessed and loud frightening and a dress of notable colour. Upon his arrival he is received with honor from the king and is granted him the first time in England to possess the town of his abode, which is called Essce, for perpetual possession. When the conference had been concluded and he had received it, he returned to the Duke, the insignia of which William was declared the heir of E, king of the English, with a sword with the hilt in which were the remains of the saints, a horn of gold, a hunting hunter, and a huge head of pine ?. For these things, even when he had gained the light ?, he had the promise keep. 
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