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This vlog discusses how I found Week 3 of the Learning in the Digital Era module to be an extremely challenging week, intellectually speaking. Adapting permanently to the Harvard style from the APA style, which I already knew how to do, was my biggest challenge. Initially, I thought that because both systems use similar types of references, I would have no problem switching back and forth between the two referencing styles; however, I quickly realised that the two systems are very dissimilar in formatting, punctuation, style, etc. As stated by Jung (2025), creating a consistent reference list is a difficult process that requires accuracy and 'attention to detail', both of which I needed to practice multiple times to become proficient in using the Harvard system.
In unlearning my APA habits, one of the most challenging aspects was getting used to changing where I place the year (immediately following the author) when creating my reference lists. I erroneously had been italicising titles, or writing them in the wrong case (i.e., capitalising only the first letter), and writing in APA-cat style punctuation as well. Even though I thought I had a solid grasp of the rules, I would often find myself reverting to what I knew, or muscle memory would kick in, which caused me to make mistakes repeatedly. With reference-exercise work completed in-class, I directly faced the error of using this system, which pushed me to examine each element individually for every citation, and to slow down my pace at which I completed assignments.
Another area I reflected upon in my vlog is my professional writing, particularly my writing ability to paraphrase. Although I have completed several paraphrase exercises in the past, the content of the Learning in the Digital Era module was the first time that I completed an intensive paraphrase exercise that required me to synthesise and combine multiple ideas into a coherent thought. I learned that paraphrasing is about developing a stronger understanding of the material first, which made the paraphrase exercises more difficult than I originally anticipated. Peters, et al. (2025) state that genuine paraphrasing requires re-structuring the ideas being presented instead of copying the sentence structure of other authors, and through my practice of the above statements, I became more aware of this statement as well.
One of the areas I am most proud of at the end of Week 3 is the development of critical writing skills. Instead of writing a summary of what was written in the literature, I was required to develop an evaluation of the evidentiary data and articulate how the evidence related to other literature. This change in academic writing practice helped me realise that, while I am still learning, the purpose of academic writing is not to simply present the facts, but to provide a well-informed and well-structured analysis and or articulate an informed perspective based on the available data.
At the conclusion of Week 3, I was able to develop a reference list that I felt confident about and would be able to paraphrase written material with greater independence than I had in the past. The process was time-consuming and frustrating due to the amount of effort I needed to put forth, but I feel like I am a more mature academic and that I can now handle more advanced writing.
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How to reference link.
https://youtu.be/vcx4rfCHqSY 
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In-Text-Citation
+ Author Last name (Vear)
+ (Author Last name, Year)
Example:
+ According to McLeskey (2013)
+ As has been argued (McLeskey, 2013)

Reference:

Author/Editor Last name, Initials. (Year) Title. Edition. Place of publication: Publisher.

Example:
McLeskey, J. (2013) inclusion: effective practice for allstudents?2nd edn. London: Pearson.
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In-Text-Citation:
« Author(s) Last name (Year)
* (Author(s) Last name, Year)
Example:
« Tovey (2002) argues....

« It has been argued (Tovey, 2002)....

Reference:

Author Last name, Initials. (Year) 'Article title', Journal Title, Volume(Issue), pp. page numbers.

Example:

Tovey, H. (2002) 'Risk, morality, and the sociology of animals - reflections of the foot and mouth outbreak in Ireland’, /rish Journal of Sociology, 11(1), pp. 23-42.
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Websites

Page of a website Blogs Facebook X Instagram Podcasts

In-Text-Citation:

« (Website author, Year)

Example:

« Information available from their website (International Tourism Partnership, 2004) ....

Reference:

Website author (Year published/Last updated) Title of internet site. Available at: URL (Accessed Day Month Year).

Example:

International tourism partnership (2004) /International tourism partnership. Available at: http://www.internationaltourismpartnership.org/ (Accessed 8 February 2009).

Note 1: No author? If the website author is not available, simply use the website name, e.g. (Website name, Year).

Note 2: No date? If the date of the website is not available, substitute the date with the words 'no date’, e.g. Website author (no date).
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