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Good morning, my name is Holly Thomas and today I will be discussing the historic development of the Welsh language, the advantages and disadvantages of bilingualism and policy relating to bilingualism, such as the aim in reaching a million Welsh speakers by 2050. 

Bilingualism holds many complex and diverse definitions. Vadlez and Fuguero (2008, cited in Gottardo and Grant 2008) provide the simplest definition of bilingualism includes knowing two languages. Bilingualism is influenced by multiple factors, such as the length of time in which the second language is learned, continued exposure to the first language, level of skill in each language and the circumstances in the way the language is being learned. Brutt and Varghese, 2004 (cited in Gottardo and Grant 2008) define bilingualism as language knowledge within two languages, having acquired the two languages or not. However, Gottardo and Grant (2008), argue that bilingualism should be thought as being on a continuum, where there are different levels within the two languages, regardless of how and when they were acquired. 

According to the Multilingual Children’s Association (2004) The advantages of bilingualism in children include:

· Children could master both languages from an early age.

· Children understand that language is a tool for communication.

· Having an enhanced vocabulary which is positively transferred into education.

· Have greater employment opportunities over children only speaking one language. 

· Have a better feel for their cultural background and the world around them. 
The disadvantages of bilingualism in children include:

· Risk of not mastering either language, getting confused between the two languages and therefore having difficulties within education.

· Could be teased for speaking another language.

· Having a speech impediment, whether its physical nature or difficulties in pronunciation. The language becomes more difficult as each language is addressed individually.
In Wales, the national language spoken is Welsh. Welsh language data from the Annual Population Survey (Welsh Government, 2020) shows that, in the year ending 30th June 2020, 28.5% of people aged three and over could speak Welsh, estimating figure of 861,700. Showing to be 1.1% lower than the previous year. 
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In response to the decline in Welsh speakers, the Welsh Government (2017) have an action plan of A million Welsh speakers by 2050. This challenge demands far-reaching changes and boundaries to be pushed for more people to learn and use Welsh. To achieve this vision, the Welsh Government have set out three strategic aims:

1. Increasing the number of Welsh speakers:

· This includes language transmission in families, for example providing children with a head start to the language by using Welsh within the household. 

· Expanding Welsh-medium teaching in early years.

· Creating a statutory education system to encourage the confidence of Welsh speakers.

· Establish post-compulsory education provision that supports everyone, despite their skill level. This encourages the development of Welsh language skills for social use which could be transferred to the workplace. 

· The education workforce, resources and qualifications plan which provides workforce training through the medium of Welsh. 

2. Increasing the use of Welsh:

For example

· In the workplace 

· Increase the range of services offered in Welsh

· Encourage social use of Welsh, for example talking to friends in Welsh.

3. Creating favourable conditions:

· Supporting the infrastructure of Welsh-speaking communities

· Ensure that the Welsh language is a part of culture

· Embed Welsh language into digital technology so that Welsh is more accessible online

The Welsh language has faced many challenges and setbacks over the decades, such as the Treachery of the Blue Books. According to Carradice (2011) The Treachery of the Blue Books has a contributed to the Welsh language dying. In 1847, the British Government authorised a report into the education of Wales. This report, known as the Blue books, was a result of concern by William Williams, a Welsh MP. He was concerned about the lack of English language skills of poor children in his area. The commissioners of the report were Lingen, Simons and Vaughan Johnson, who spoke no Welsh and were not even educationalists, they had no experience in this field. The commissioners shammed the Welsh language and slammed the Welsh education system, suggesting that Welsh children were poorly educated, poorly taught and had little or no understanding of the English language. The commissioners labelled the Welsh as being ignorant, dirty, and badly motivated. 

BBC Wales History (2015) suggest that because of the Blue Books report, the Welsh Not was brought into schools across Wales. The Welsh Not is a wooden plaque, worn by children who were heard speaking Welsh during school hours. The next person heard speaking Welsh would be forced to wear the plaque, and whoever was wearing the Welsh Not at the end of lessons would be punished. The banning of Welsh speaking in schools has had a knock-on effect on the development of the Welsh language within communities in Wales and boils down to the shaming from the commissioners. The English language was deemed by convention and was seen to be the only appropriate medium language for learning. 

To conclude, I can see that there are many mixed views on bilingualism and that there is not just one definition surrounding this topic. There are many advantages and disadvantages to bilingualism but can vary by person. Regarding the Welsh language, it has suffered over the decades and has faced many barriers in keeping the language alive, for example the Treachery of the Blue Books. The Blue Books could have contributed towards the Welsh language dying and is responsible for forcing children to wear the Welsh Not, and to be punished in schools. Despite all of this, today, the Welsh language is making a comeback, The Welsh government have created an action plan in reaching a million Welsh speakers by 2050, they have set out 3 strategic aims to achieve this and I personally feel like this is the right way forward in keeping the Welsh language alive. 
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Good morning, my name is Holly Thomas and today I will be discussing the Theory and pedagogy surrounding bilingualism, whilst including some best practice examples for teaching Welsh in primary schools across Wales.
According to The Welsh Government (2019) In Wales, primary schools fall into 5 categories:

1. Welsh medium schools – Foundation phase pupils are taught through the medium of welsh and around 70% of teaching in Key Stage 2 is through the medium of welsh.

2. Dual stream schools – where English medium provision and welsh medium provision are taught side by side.

3. Transition schools – Foundation phase pupils are taught through the medium of both languages, with both languages taught in key stage 2, although more emphasis is given to the welsh language. 

4. Predominantly English medium schools – Foundation phase and key stage 2 are taught in both languages, but more emphasis given to the English language.

5. English medium schools – Foundation phase and key stage pupils are taught through the medium of English, with Welsh taught as a second language.
The Welsh Assembly Government (2020) state that primary schools in Wales are categorised into three categories, depending on their recommended language provision offered by the Welsh Government. The 2020 categorisation system is set to increase welsh-medium provision and will help schools to grow their welsh language provision over an extended period. The school categorisation process works alongside the Welsh Governments aim to reach a million welsh speakers by 2050. The education system plays a key part in reaching this goal, by ensuring that children develop their welsh language skills, and that it creates new welsh speakers. Regarding English-medium schools and bilingual schools, welsh language is introduced in greater proportion into the curriculum, which enables children to learn a strong linguistic foundation.

A theory relating to the welsh government’s vision in creating new welsh speakers is Cummins (2001) theory that if a learner has already learned a language, for example English then they are equipped to learn a second, such as Welsh. Cummins (2001) argued that exposure to second language is not enough, and instead, comprehensible input from the learner is required. Input from the learners determines whether the second language acquisition is successful. Cummins (2001) created a framework surrounding second language teaching. This framework focuses on three areas:

1. Focus on meaning

2. Focus on language

3. Focus on use

The starting point of the framework acknowledges how the teacher uses effective instruction to the second language, Cummins suggests that they should be initially focusing on meanings or messages. This process is split into 5 phases:

1. Experiential phase – activate prior knowledge and build on background knowledge.

2. Literal phase – focus is on the information, for example by asking typical questions such as when, where, how, did it happen?

3. Personal phase – pupils relate their learning of the language to their own experiences.

4. Critical phase – analyse any issues or problems arising when learning a second language.

5. Creative phase – Translate the results from the previous phases and put into action. 

Cummins (2001) states that the focus on language is outlined by forms of teaching the second language. This part of the theory aims to develop language through different social situations. This focus on language includes the structure of language systems, for example how well the children’s spelling, grammar, and vocabulary in the second language is. The teacher should organise oral and written work that creates powerful and persuasive messages which entice the learner. 

Best practice across schools in Wales is overseen by Estyn (2021) and it is their duty to inspect quality and standards in education and training in Wales.

Referring to Cummins view on different forms of teaching a second language, for example by focusing on spelling, grammar, and vocabulary. Estyn (2021) provide an example of best practice of teaching Welsh spelling and writing in primary schools, they found that learners are more sufficient with their spelling when they have a reason to write it and an audience to write for. According to Estyn (2021) the most effective way of teaching grammar and vocabulary in schools across Wales includes using rich and varied contexts, such as participating in the Urdd, to teach learners how to specifically listen and talk in Welsh. 

A second theory relating to bilingualism is Baker’s (cited in Valivis,1999) theory that there are two routes to bilingualism, the first being simultaneous which occurs up to the age of three when two languages are acquired and the second being sequential which occurs through education. Baker (cited in Valivis, 1999) argued that a one language approach is very efficient. He suggested that learning two languages at a time can seriously damage children’s language development and is best to only focus on one. However, Baker acknowledges that this isn’t always the case and therefore created a second language framework. This framework considers the social context of learning a second language. Baker (cited in Valvis, 1999) states that there is a link between language and society. The social contexts are influenced by personal characteristics such as age, personality, and capabilities. Like Cummins’ theory, there are five factors that dictate the acquisition of the second language in Baker’s theory, including:

1. Situational factors

2. Input

3. Learner differences

4. Learner’s process

5. Linguistic output 

To conclude, I can see that the Welsh Government and schools across Wales have created reliable and appropriate sources in learning Welsh throughout the curriculum. Best practice in school’s works alongside reaching the million welsh speakers by 2050. The theories surrounding second language acquisition include the Cummins and Baker theory. Although the theories have some similarities, such as the five factors dictating second language, including personal input and social contexts. There are also some differences, Cummins feels that if a person has learnt one language, then they are able to learn a second language. On the other hand, Baker believes that a one language approach is more effective. 
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Micro lesson plan 

Plan:

· Learn about colours

· Each time the learner guesses correctly they receive a key

· When all questions regarding colours are guessed correctly and all keys are collected the Treasure chest will open

Slide 1:

· Bore da plant, sut wyt ti I gyd heddiw?

Slide 2:

· heddiw rydyn ni'n mynd i ddysgu am liwiau'r enfys.

Slide 3:

· Yn gyntaf, rwy’n mynd I dangos can sy’n esboniwch lliwiau’r enfys. Felly gwnewch yn siŵr eich bod chi'n gwrando'n ofalus.
Slide 4:

· Pethau sy’n.....
Slide 5:

· Rwy’n hoff iawn o’r can lliwiau’r enfys. Sut wyt ti’n teimlo am y can? Wyt ti eisiau fi mynd trosto fe un waith eto neu wyt deall?
· Nawr bod chi wedi wyliou’r can amdani’r lliwiau’r enfys, rydyn ni mynd i chwarae gem. Bydd rhaid i chi ddyfalu'r lliw cywir i ennill allweddi i agor y gist drysor.
· Helen/Jac, nawr bod ti wedi dysgu amdanir lliwiau’r enfys all chi dwued wrtha fi pa lliw yw hon?

· Mynd trwy y lliwiau eto 

Slide 6:

· Da iawn pawb, falch iawn. 

· Unrhyw cwestiynau? 
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