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                                                         EAEE4004 Assessment

Section 1
Play in the early years is very important it allows children to learn through having fun. Children have the rights to play just as they have the rights to learn and develop skills. Play improves the cognitive, physical, social and emotional well-being of the child.

     'Play is a vital part of a child’s upbringing and development which benefits their health, happiness and wellbeing. I am very proud the Welsh Government took the lead on this issue, making Wales the first nation in the UK to legislate on play.' ( https://www.playwales.org.uk/eng/rightoplay ).

 Children enjoy learning and through play they can learn new skills but also their able to express their selves as individuals. 
 There are many types of play such as Social play, Physical play, Imaginative play, Role play, Creative play.

The role of self-directed play is that the child/ren play on their own terms by using their own rules. Self-directed play benefits the children’s confidence this is supported by Montessori “ It builds self-confidence. By exploring on their own, children realize there is so much they can do for themselves. They make their own games with their own rules and feel successful” (Meagan ledendecker). 


A holistic development can refer to children gaining skills and competence to develop their physical, social, cognitive and linguistic skills. 
A holistic approach to child development seeks to stimulate and address the physical, emotional, relational and aspects of a child’s life. The importance of the Holistic Approach is that children learn and develop at different stages, holistic development is the overall development in all areas of developments in children. Observations are used which allow adults to ensure that every child will have the opportunity to reach their full potential. 
Adults can support children during self-directed play by laying out the area with different equipment for them to be able to use with their own imagination. Adults may also support the child’s play by getting involved and allowing the child to guide the way they play and let the child choose the role they would like the adult to play.
 

Section 2 
  Exposing young children to risk can be a very beneficial life skill as they learn to assess area’s themselves before, they take the risk. Adults learn to trust the children to make the right decisions and take the risks. Children benefit from being given the opportunity to engage freely in adventurous play they quickly learn to assess their own abilities and skills and match them to the demands of the environment they are in.
  “Since play is the keyway in which young children learn the skills and abilities they need for life, we    do them no favours by preventing them from pushing the boundaries of their physicality.”

Adults should evaluate the hazards honestly and take into consideration weather or not the risk is too risky for the child and if the child could become harmed. Adults aim should be to enable the children to take risks rather than prevent them from taking a risk. When allowing children to take risks it allows them to take challenges and it will test their limits and helps children to establish their boundaries.
Risky play matters in children’s early years as it is a great learning opportunity, and as a they enjoy testing their limits.
Exposing children to risks and allowing them to take the risks prepares them for their future life as they will learn skills such as how to assess the risk before taking it and they maybe able to manage different situations. Whilst exposing children to risks it would help the child feel more comfortable to take the risks if parents are on board as some parents may “worry” a little too much when it comes to allowing children to take risks. Play is an integral part of the curriculum and offers direct experiences where children are seen reinforcing their learning. Through this they develop an awareness of themselves and the world around them.
Risks are always balanced out by the practitioner by ensuring that the children can take risks without being harmed. 
A balanced approach is important for children as this supports their development this is supported by “outdoorclassroomday.org” 
“The need for a balanced approached is all the more important because of wider changes in children’s everyday lives” (outdoorclassroom.org.uk.



  Observing children during play enables the practitioner to be able to understand any needs of the child and then be able to support the needs to ensure that every child can have equal opportunities to reach their full potential.  One of the ways to see where a child is with their development is by observing a child playing, they would be their self and not worry about seeing us observe and take notes as they are busy enjoying their selves playing. 

  “By observing children while they are involved in activities, practitioners
will find out how the children’s skills are developing and what they are
able to do.”

Section 3  
 One observation tool could be the foundation phase profile where you use the 7 areas of learning, by using this tool there would be different activities that can be created to focus on with each child to see where each child is with their development. This way the observation tool isn’t focusing on one area of the child’s development it is able to focus on the whole development of the child and is able to support the practitioner to identify any area’s where the child may need extra support this is supported by the foundation profile.
“ The profile has been designed to line up with assessments carried out by health professionals and also supports early identification of possible developmental delay, special educational needs (SEN), or additional learning needs (ALN); this will ensure support is given to children who need it”. (Foundation phase profile Handbook)

Each child would have their own foundation phase profile where parents are able to work with the practitioner to ensure their child/children would have the opportunity to reach their full potential. By following the curriculum, it will support the children’s holistic development by promoting quality and diversity, building on previous learning, considering the needs of each child as an individual.
The adult’s role is to support each child’s development and learning by providing suitable development resources and materials covering each area of learning. By following the foundation phase children will experience continuous learning and offering opportunities to practice their skills in different situations.  

“The main purpose of observing children is to determine where they
are on the learning continuum in order to move them along, and to
identify any difficulties, misinterpretations or misunderstandings.”












Section 4
When observing children, the practitioner should ensure to always listen to the child and watch everything they are doing whilst you are observing. Observations should be a part of the daily routine of the children to ensure the practitioner is always able to plan activities to suit each child’s individual child, it also supports future planning and future assessments. All activities should be planned to ensure the children enjoy themselves to ensure they are interested in the activity. Children can lose interest in activities so if the practitioner is abl”.e to keep the children interested, they will then be able to observe the child/ren longer to gain more results of their development.
When observing children “play” is important that practitioners are able to see what stage of development the child is at is supported by Azilo “By observing children as they explore, play and learn, practitioners can ensure that a child’s development is at the expected stage, whether the environment and resources (toys or equipment) are stimulating their development, and what future support the child will need in order to gain new interests, skills and knowledge”. (AziloTraining). Adults can support this by not showing the child they are observing them to allow the child to play free and not feel pressured whilst doing an activity.
“It provides information about the learner in respect of them as individual”(Earlyyearscareers)
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