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Hidden Curriculum Notes 

· Definition edglossary.com (2019) “ The unwritten, unofficial and often unintended lessons, values and perspectives that students learn in school”.  On face value could include the incidental lessons – behaviour, conduct, friendship, self esteem –  not explicitly taught but  necessary to function in school and society.  Essential in later life - poster aims to outline why and how the hidden curriculum is taught both across wales and more specifically in writers setting as well as evaluating impact  on students. 
· The fact that it is not easy to see means that it is not necessarily measurable or accountable  =  it is difficult to plan.   Should be incorporated into planning as part of a wider curriculum. (Welsh assembly 2018) 
· HumberEdu the Hidden Curriculum forms a large part of education and includes: 
· Norms – unwritten rules that exist in school to create an effective environment – raising your hand, taking turns etc
· Values – anti bullying, building self esteem, promoting effort
· Procedures – timetable, formal rules 
· Sociological perspectives 
· Functionalists: School is an important institution that performs  vital function – platform for life, provides way to obtain a good job, better lifestyle – believe that hidden curriculum is a latent function – that is, hard to see but important – teaches about the way to function in order to achieve.  Encourages a society based on meritocracy very similar to the workplace – the harder you work the more you achieve. 
· Post Modernists :  That students bring with them individual set of experience that creates and decides their school experience – individual subjectivity – a person’s life experiences and feelings shapes their experience ; one person may love an activity of lesson while another hates it and so what they get from that lesson will be different. 
· Symbolic interactionists – that the hidden curriculum takes place in the form of social groups, cliques, language, dress code etc. Dreeben (1968) believed that the hidden curriculum teaches students to conform by encouraging them to hide their autonomy – by creating an environment where it is good to be the same and to cover your differences 
· Feminists – the hidden curriculum is different for boys and girls – sports clubs, social groups, creating the idea that women are made for one type of lifestyle and men for another.  They may believe that the hidden curriculum rewards men more than women and that groups and societal structures are weighted more in favour of men than women.  (Trueman 2015)
· Conflict theorists – the curriculum creates divides, the hidden curriculum enhances the educational divides that already exists between rich and poor, men and women, black and white, able and less able. (LumenLearning 2020)

· Theorists: 
· Bruner  - active learning spiral – revisiting a skill in a variety of ways embeds it and strengthens it .  Seen in practice with behaviour related rules and expectation’s - healthy eating and table manners which can all be modelled and revisited in different contexts throughout a student's schooling.  Starting with basic rules and expectations when children are young, then building in more complex and subtle rules as they grow and develop more complex understanding. 
· Skinner  - operant conditioning – that good behaviour can be achieved by a system of rewards and consequences
· Lynch (1989) – universalistic vs particularistic – syllabus, timetables and exams which are generalized and affect whole school in more or less the same way vs reward and consequence system and social activities or clubs which are very much dependent on the individuals own participation and behaviour. 
· Durkheim – Rules determine students’ lives and conduct.  Discipline dictates how students behave and governs their success. 
· Bowles – Schools reproduce existing class structure, sending a message that ability, hard work ,compliance and good choices are the way to progress. This is carried on through working life. 

· How do we implement it? 
· School council – looking at UN Convention of Rights of Child – right to an education, to a voice, to have a say. 
· Class Charters – creating own rules 
· Use of uniform – creating a school collective feeling, we are all the same 
· Rewards and sanctions – showing that good behaviour is acceptable and bad is not welcome.  Achievement assemblies recognising effort
· Impact – depending on your sociological perspective, the hidden curriculum can be positive or negative.  
· Positive:  rules, rewards and positive behaviour modelling set students up for the workplace, builds self-esteem and provide safe experience of what life will be like in the workplace.  
· Negative: (conflict theorists) meritocracy created actually enhances divisions and makes them more apparent, (feminists) the gap between gender is also enhanced with greater availability of traditionally makes social and sporting clubs. 
·  Reality – seemingly smaller efforts being rewarded depending on overall behaviour – the “good’ children may get overlooked or, in some schools, only sporting success por academic achievement is celebrated rather than effort or a mixture of sport and academia or other skills. 
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