


On the eleventh of September 2001, an incident took place where two aircrafts were flown into the twin towers of the World Trade Centre in New York City, a third hit the Pentagon just outside Washington D.C, and a fourth crashed in a field in Shanks Ville, Pennsylvania (Onion et al, 2018). Since the 9/11 attacks, there has been an increase in security in the United Kingdom and new plans to protect the country, in which it can clearly be seen that the security for the United Kingdom and others around the world had not been living up to the ideal expectations that society expects from those who defend us. This essay will first look at the meaning of terrorism and who is classed as a terrorist, then it will go on to examine Al Qaeda and their ideology, structure and methods, and the United Kingdom’s (UK) responses to terrorism. In order to explore this, it will be key to look at specific examples of terrorism in which there have been many casualties and the key areas referred to will be the 9/11 attacks. 
The term ‘terrorism’ came from the Latin word ‘terrere’ meaning ‘frighten’ or ‘tremble’ (Fine, 2010). The term was defined as “a state of being terrified, or a state impressing terror” by Noah Webster in a dictionary in 1840 (Merriam-Webster, 2021). This definition has since been built upon by Parliament and applied to prosecutions by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) in the Terrorism Act 2000, with the intention of clarifying the situation in order to recognise and prevent it in the future as well as to take the necessary steps that should be taken in any further cases. It was definite that: 
In this Act “terrorism” means the use or threat of action where (a) the action falls within subsection (2), (b) the use or threat is designed to influence the government or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and (c) the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause (Terrorism Act 2000).
It is important to note that some words have been added to the legislation by the Terrorism Act 2006 and the Counter-Terrorism Act 2008 to add more clarity to the definition. Persons who are members of an organisation proscribed by the Home Secretary would correctly be termed as terrorist in accordance with UK legislation. A proscribed organisation is one that commits or participates in acts of terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes or encourages terrorism, or is otherwise concerned with terrorism (Home Office, 2020).  
One of the most notorious terrorist organisations in the world is Al Qaeda and the key to truly finding out if they should be classed as ‘terrorists’ is to dig into their past. While the intentions of the UK Government’s definition are clearly creditable in their wish to protect innocent groups of people, according to some there is not a set definition of ‘terrorism’ and leaves a wide scope for it to be interpreted by individuals and an observer would ‘know it when they saw it’ (Weinberg et al, 2004). This suggests there are many meanings and acts or events that could be described as terrorism. It allows individuals to use loopholes to avoid terrorism charges of what are clear instances of terrorism by definition but not actually seen as a terrorist (for example someone who bombs an animal testing site), their own political and economic interests are protected. According to Addley (2006) there was an animal extremist who took place in a bombing campaign against people associated with animal research, the man was jailed for twelve years with no terrorism charges. This implies there is a good and bad kind of terrorism and it is up to the courts to determine their idea of a terrorist attack. 
Al Qaeda is an Islamic terrorist group founded by Osama Bin Laden, who had extreme ideas to build a pan-Islamic state. The militant Islamic network dates back to the late 1970s and the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan (Onion et al, 2019). Osama Bin Laden and some of his associates wanted to capitalise on their network and take ‘jihad’, meaning to struggle or holy war (BBC, 2009), global. This idea came from the Medieval Caliphate, meaning a government under a spiritual leader of Islam, when the Empire of Islam was the richest and most powerful region in the world, controlling all Sunni Muslims (Lewis, 2001), this clearly suggests that Al Qaeda were looking towards outdated ideals from the past rather than the much more insightful future. Osama Bin Laden believed that certain leaders abandoned their religious devotion and destroyed the Caliphate (Lewis, 2001), again we can see that Bin Laden was a traditionalist and believed people should not change their views of life. His vision was to unite the Muslim community into a single pan-Islamic country under a re-established Caliphate and bring together all jihadist groups by having fighters lead the global jihad project (Cole, 2004). In the 1990s, Bin Laden changed the movement to focus on the United States as he saw them as a bigger enemy, as well as Jews and their allies. Jihadists pledged allegiance to Al Qaeda and joined training camps to gain access to money, weapons, expertise and logistical support, clearly preparing for terrorism. This enabled the group to attack the two US embassies in Africa and 9/11, which made Al Qaeda recognised all over the world (Byman, 2015). 
The objectives and ideology of Al Qaeda were mainly a combination of Anti-Shia, Anti-Western and establishing an Islamic government, any group that associated with at least two of these core objectives were classed as being associated with Al Qaeda (Barber, 2015). Al Qaeda’s goal is to replace corrupt and unorthodox Muslim governments with the rule of “Sharia” (Islamic law) and create a pan-Islamic state. The objective of the “Re-establishment of the Muslim State” and the removal of foreigners from the Middle East serves as the core of a global umbrella organisation that include members of many Sunni Islamic extremist groups, for instance, the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and Al-Gamaa al-Islamiya (Moore, 2001). According to Hoffman (2003), al Qaeda believes that the only way to achieve their objectives and the only language that the West understands is violence. To accomplish these objectives, violence must be used as it is Al Qaeda’s number one strategy under the excuse of ‘jihad’. Al Qaeda targets non-military people and their property and teaches that “the West is implacably hostile to Islam” (Hoffman, 2003). Bin Laden insisted all Muslims kill any Americans that crossed their path. This violence is intended to coerce and intimidate governments using religious rulings (Hoffman, 2003). 
Al Qaeda had a mission statement, a “story about us versus them”, which differentiates the “pure from the impure”, creates group identity and can be considered as “the glue that holds even the most tenuous organisation together” (Stern, 2003, p.142). Al Qaeda’s current purpose is to remove the US and other Western forces from Iraq, Afghanistan and all other Islamic lands by the methods of hostage-taking and bombings (Assadi and Lorunser, 2007). Al Qaeda frequently uses suicide operatives in vehicles to improve the probability of the explosives exploding at the required moment, suicide bombers also carry an explosive device into the area of a single target or location (MI5, 2021). This is clearly an indication of terrorism as they use violence to threaten Western forces to comply with their ideals. 
Al Qaeda is responsible for around 3000 deaths on 9/11 and numerous other deadly attacks around the world (Onion et al, 2019). After the attacks, the US pursued Al Qaeda dismantling all aspects of the organisation and ruined its ability to function. In the post 9/11 days, within the United Nations, the General Assembly expressed both anger and sympathy towards the attacks and implemented a resolution on the condemnation of the terrorist attacks. The Security Council adopted Resolution 1368 which regarded the acts as ‘threats to international peace and security’ and required states to work together to bring those responsible to justice (Katselli and Shah, 2003). The North Atlantic Council agreed to help counter terrorism if the attacks had come from outside the United States, as it would be regarded as an armed attack under Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, which is a collective defence that commits members to protect each other (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 2020). After finding substantial evidence which led to the conclusion that the Al Qaeda network were responsible for the attack, the Security General of NATO found that the attacks were directed from abroad and that Article 5 was applicable, the US gained full support of all their NATO allies including the UK. Military action was taken called Operation Enduring Freedom, in which the United Kingdom participated in (Katselli and Shah, 2003). Due to the efforts of countries working together, Al Qaeda was dismantled and there has not been an extreme attack taken place by the network since.
The death of Bin Laden and the ascension of Ayman al-Zawahiri diminished the power of Al Qaeda as well as the United States ability to stop them from committing another major attack (Byman, 2015). 9/11 cost the UK a lot of money for increased security measures at home and for wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, but also there was a cost in terms of lives, morality, authority, civil liberty and community cohesion (Gilmore, 2011). A policy was introduced in 2003 as an overall post 9/11 counter-terrorism approach (CONTEST), with the aim of preventing the recruitment into terrorism, in 2015, the Prevent policy became a legal duty for public services (Qurashi, 2018). In the UK, the security service (MI5) is responsible for protecting us against threats to national security, the office for security and counter-terrorism coordinates the government’s response in case of a terrorist event and counter-terrorism laws are enforced by the police (UK Government, 2021). In the aftermath of 9/11, MI5 increased its investigative and intelligence collection efforts against Islamic extremists in the UK. Their efforts were to reduce the threat of terrorism by stopping it and disrupting it; to reduce our vulnerability to terrorist attacks, and to support others to manage the consequences of any attacks. In addition to this, the service's role in providing protective security advice was significantly increased (Manningham-Buller, 2003).
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is evident that the international community is collectively responsible for failing to act in the face of terrorism particularly the 9/11 attacks. The United Nations holds a great deal of responsibility as they have authority and are legally obliged to enforce terrorism laws and protect civilians. It is clear that Al Qaeda is a terrorist organisation and the whole world knows it. With Britain’s superior status comes a moral responsibility to intervene, and should help other countries fight terrorism, “we the democracies of this world are going to have to come together to fight it together and eradicate this evil from our world” (AP Archive, 2015).
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