 A Democratic deficit means that the link between the people of the government and is impeded in some way (Coultrap,1999). Democratic deficiency will indicate that the institutional industries described by a particular model are either absent or fail to function in the right way. While all political systems will be considered as democratically deficient, they can deviate from a given democratic model (Coultrap ,1999).
The term  perceived is a deficiency in the way a particular political arrangement works in practice against a benchmark as to how it is supposed to work in theory. The definition does not preclude any democratic systems of political denomination from suffering from a democratic deficit, the term will feature the most prominently in the context of EU institutions and its policy makings. The use of the term seems to mirror a general but dissatisfaction within the way democracy works within the EU (Rittberger,2009).

Article 10 of the TEU says that the functioning of the union shall be founded and based on representative democracy and that citizens are directly represented at union level in the European parliament. Member states are represented in European council by their heads of state or government, themselves democratically accountable either to there national parliament or to their citizens. TEU also states that every citizen shall be taken as openly and as close as possible to the citizens and pollical parties at European level should contribute to forming European pollical awareness and to express the will of citizens of the union itself.
Article 11 states that the institutions shall give citizens and representative associations the opportunity to make known and publicly exchange their views in all union actions. The institutions shall maintain open, transparent and include regular dialog with representative associations to civil society. The commission shall conduct consultations with parties concerned to ensure that the unions actions are coherent and visible. Also, no less than one million citizens who are nationals of the considerable number of member of states may take the initiative of inviting the European commission within its powers to submit certain proposals on matters where citizens consider that a legal act of the union is required for purpose of implementing the treaties.
Article 12 says that through being informed by institutions of union and having draft legislation acts of the union sent to them in following procedure on the role of national parliaments in the EU will give A) By seeing to it that principle of subsidiarity is respected in accordance with procedure provided the protocol on the application of principals of subsidiarity and proportionality. B)  By taking part in the framework areas of freedom, security, and justice in the evaluation mechanisms for implementation of union policy in that area and in accordance with article 70 of the treaty on the functioning of EU. C) Take part in revision procedures of treaties in aspect of article 48 of this treaty. D) Being notified of applications for access to the union, in accordance with article 49 of this treaty. E)  By taking part in inter-parliamentary cooperation between national and European parliament, to follow protocol on the roles of national parliaments within the EU (consolidated version of the TEU ,2008).

The European commission is the EU’s politically independent executive arm is alone responsible for proposals for the new European legislation and to implement decisions of the European parliament and the council of the EU. The EU was founded in 1958 and it is in Brussels, current president is  Ursula von der Leyen (Juncker,2019). There is one commissioner from each EU country. Its role is to promote and share the general interests of the EU by proposing and enforcing legislation and by implementing polices within the EU budget. 
The president needs to elected, candidates are put forward by national leaders in the council, they will then consider the results of the European parliament elections. The candidate will need the support of most members of the European parliament to be elected. 
Commissioners are selected based on suggestions from each EU countries, the list of nominees will be approved by national leaders within the European council. Then each nominee appears in front of the European parliament to give their vision and to answer any potential questions. Parliament will vote on whether to accept them into the team. Then the final part is where they are then appointed by the European council by a qualified majority vote (EU institution). 

 Bonde (2010) has said that the current commission is not a result of a democratic election. Its members are nominated by national governments and approved by the European parliament. This democratic deficit can be corrected in two ways. The solution is to allow the European parliament to elect commissioners so that the commissioners body is accountable to it. A  alternative to this would be to have commissioners elected in the member of states or to require them to be democratically accountable to their national parliament for votes in the commission and to the European parliament for their management of the European portfolios.

European parliament have been elected since 1975 and is done so based on population size, this means the member state with the biggest population will hold the most members in the parliament. The citizens of the EU directly elect the European parliament, and this gives help towards the democratic deficient of the European law. The European parliament is currently elected through citizens, and this then ensures the democratic is accountable to it its citizens even if they initially only had limited powers due to a lack of equality with the European council.

The public were allowed to vote for the first time in 1979 in the European parliament elections. Crum (2005) says that the legislative functions within parliament are supplemented by the executive control. The centre of political power in a complex modern state has shifted from legislative to executive, parliament formal veto authority over legislation remains unaffected. During the same time as the executive branch was delegated many more authorities and parliamentary oversights of the powers had become more important. At the review of the literature (bol etal,2008) the number of seats in art 14 (2) participants were polled on if they thought transitional party lists competing in the elections was a promising idea. However only 59% of the 1116 people who voted said that they enjoyed it. So, if most Europeans were to favour the idea it would be critical to access how voters would react to properly comprehend the implications of the shift. If the vote were to be heavily influenced by such national factors, then there would be strong belief that the pan – European district efficacy in addressing Europe’s democratic deficit would be jeopardized. 

 The European parliament have been given a broad range of powers from the European treaties as the EU’s directly elected body. Together with EU governments in the council parliament it is made responsible for adopting EU legislation. Under normal legislative procedure both institutions function as equal co-legislators. The Lisbon treaty recently increased the powers in the ability of the EU and its parliament to act and deliver. It has extended the parliament full legislative power to over forty more fields some of which include agriculture, energy security justice, immigration. Parliament gained power to approve the entire EU budget along with the council. MEPs were now given the whole right to take down international agreements and did this at first instance to stop the controversial anti- counterfeiting trade agreement (ACTA) that many feared would shake the fundamental freedoms. This proved that because of the powers given decisions taken have had even stronger impact on the everyday life of Europeans(europarl).

The European council will consist of heads of governments from each EU state, the current European council president is Charles Michel. The European council has many crucial functions to complete, it decides on political policy direction of the EU, sets the EU’s foreign and security polices, and it will nominate and appoint EU roles and has a formal role in the EU’s European semester.
The European council’s powers are not to make laws but can ask the commission to propose laws. The council will meet four times a year and will usually adopt all its conclusions at its formal meetings.
The European council mostly makes its decisions by consensus, this then means that no member opposes the decision, however in certain cases outlined by the EU treaties it can decide by taking a vote and then neither president of council nor commission will take part (citizen information,2022).

A qualified majority vote will increase the EU’s effectiveness by ensuring that a single state /smaller groups cannot block decisions. Current members of state should see the benefits of a reform to protect critical national interests from a majority decision vote. Majority of voting would only help in one of three areas first being it will become easier to take decisions on sanctions, second, human rights statements would not benefit from QMV, and third members of state should also use the existing provisions for QMV to implement most common strategies.
Many members of state still oppose the extension of QMV to foreign policy as smaller members fear that the larger ones with greater voting power will ignore their views. Most members concerns can be allayed at least in medium term, Germany and France will attempt to make a greater effort to consult and share their views of smaller states across the policy spectrum this will help to gain trust and goodwill. But there do tend to be some concerns that are exaggerated as the treaties provide strong protection for interests. By extending QMV to sanctions there can only be one part of the bigger picture of making EU a more effective foreign policy as well as an important one (Schuette,2019).

The court of justice of the EU interprets the law to ensure it is implied in the same way in all EU countries, it will settle legal disputes between national governments and EU institutions. In certain circumstances it can also be used by individuals, companies, or organisations to act against EU institutions if they feel in some way within their rights to do so (foster,2020). 
The court of justice of the EU is one of seven institutions. there are two courts of law, the court of justice proper and the general court. They are responsible for the jurisdiction of the EU. the court will make sure the correct interpretation and application of primary and secondary EU law in the EU. The court of justice will review the legality of acts under the Eu institutions and decide whether member states have filled obligations under both primary and secondary law. The court of justice provides interpretations of EU law when requested to do so by national judges.

With the powers of parliament increasing over the years and the introduction of new treaties its seems that this is introducing a decrease in democratic deficient. Crombez,2003 says that if there was a democratic deficit in the EU, it may be the results from the lack of transparency and an excess of delegation, rather than from the basic institutional setup or the allocation of votes and seats in the institutions across counties. 

By Ceri-anne Johnson 
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