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The Blog Posts
Post One
This will be my first of my blog posts as I will use this to introduce to you the themes I and my piers were assigned 
We were assigned to groups and given the option of themes and we had the choice of 
Disinformation – Knowledge and Ignorance 
Dreams and Psychodelia – Beyond Limitations   
Mindfulness and Wellbeing – Ancient Paradigms and Modern Methodologies   
An Inconvenient Truth – Visions of the Future   
The Future is Human – Rise of the Machines 
Personally, I was torn between disinformation and dreams and psychodelia 
As a group we first decided on disinformation but had ideas of switching to dreams & psychedelia, but we decided to stay with disinformation for the time being.
Description
Today, we were assigned into groups. I was placed in a group of 4 which composed of myself, Apollo, Andreas and Brook after the lecture was finished, we sat down as a group to discuss how we would like to create this 10-minute collaborative composition, so we decided to talk and get to know each other better and what our strengths and weaknesses were. This gave us a good grounding and understanding on everyone’s capabilities. We then proceeded to leave the group and do independent research. For my independent research I thought of how I could dissect the words and create sounds from those phrases or individual words.
Evaluation
After today's session, I feel as if we were all very diverse in our own work which may have created some tension but once we understood each other's groundings we were able to come to a reasonable conclusion on the current session we had just experienced and also how we would like to move forward in the weeks to come. The positives where we all had unique skill sets that will be utilised in the group project as well as after spending some time discussing, I found out we all had an interest in similar themes. the negatives being it was difficult at first to communicate between us as we all had many ideas and wanted to share with the group which created a bit of confusion but once we started to write down some notes, we cleared the air and were able to move past any issues.
Action plan
In the future, if we were to repeat this session I would have liked to have spent a bit longer getting to know each other's skill sets and have also would like to have shared more openly with my group as I felt I may have restrained myself from adding more ideas although I feel as if I would have the capability to achieve better next session.
Post Two
This post will be about the first step in the design thinking process.
These below are some descriptions of the word ‘Dream’.
A series of images, ideas, emotions, and sensations occurring involuntarily in the mind during certain stages of sleep, a daydream, a state of abstraction or a trance.
These below are some descriptions of the word ‘Disinformation’. 
false information with the intent to mislead, deceive, lead astray, delude, hoodwink, fool, lead up the garden path
Description
Today we had a session on ‘empathise our first lesson in the design thinking process’. This showed us that we can research multiple topics and at the end of the process we can develop different thinking methods which lead us to research different subtopics. It will also help us have knowledge and understanding in the topics we choose to research. We were also taught to inform our research with data, facts and references when needed. This was a great strategy as I was able to grow from this experience and add more definition to my work over this period, we have had to complete our task. 
Evaluation
In today's session, I feel as if I could have researched more of the topics instead of just researching disinformation and dreams & psychedelia, although I did not research all the topics, I did enjoy the research on dreams the most and the word that caught my eye was “hypnic jerk” which also lead me to research the word hypnagogic in the dictionary which means “relating to the state just before falling asleep”.
Action plan
If I was to use empathise again, I would research more of an open variety before choosing what to solely research as I feel this would have been better especially for ideas for the composition as well as the location of the piece.
Post Three
Blog post three will be about defining our roles in the group with our different sets of skills I believe we could achieve a creative collaboration piece. 
Description 
Today we had a lecture on defining our individual roles in the group. This was good because we had already had a conversation a few weeks prior to this session on what our strengths and weaknesses are and we came to the conclusion Brook enjoys playing the guitar and using his voice, Apollo enjoys producing, mastering, mixing and sound design, I enjoy using midi and electronic loops and Andreas can produce and make beats so at this moment we’ve decided to go for a theme like punk but also electronic aspects for our current sessions but as the design thinking process is teaching me it isn’t linear and you can readjust at any point.
Evaluation
If I was to repeat this session again, I would have liked to have included spoken word in my role. Positives are that we were all comfortable in the roles we assigned for ourselves and felt like everything was in motion. Negatives were some had to leave early but that didn’t really inconvenience us.
Action
Next time we have a session similar to this I will share my views more widely what I am capable of and where I can make improvements to our group work. 
Target audience 
Club goers, potentially experience whilst queuing on a night out, radius from top to bottom of wind street, stops at fiction/winger

Post Four
blog post 4 will be on how to ideate as a group, we decided that Wind St, Swansea would be the best place for our track as it is for the enjoyment of the people who enjoy the night life Swansea has to offer so therefore we took it upon ourselves to think where in Swansea could we put this echo of ours and we all concluded with Wind St as it has the majority of the night life of Swansea on it and it would be a nice experience for the audience while they wait around to get in to the clubs/bars 
Description 
Lead takeaway from today's session was to ideate as a group as we have moved a fair way along in the design thinking process now we were having a group discussion on how the project was coming along individually we had all by now thought of a few different ideas and have shared them with the group we originally thought of using St Helens Rd as our place for the disinformation track but over the session chose to change from disinformation to dreams & psychedelia and our location to Wind St because Wind St is the centre of the majority of the night life in Swansea which is great from the Dreams & psychedelia, because dreams occur most commonly in the nights and psychedelia for the clubs and clubbing history of Wind St and near areas.
Evaluation
The positives that can be taken away from today are that we can communicate better as a team now than in the beginning, we have more of an understanding of how our collaborative work will turn out, where the location will be. Negatives were that we were undecided on either dreams & psychedelia and disinformation which lead us to a bit of a roadblock but once that problem was felt with, we were able to think of a location and think of more themes to use in our piece.
Action
If I was to do this again, I would expand on my ideas and also listen more to others' ideas to maybe open up the group's views to easier solution in future reference.





Post Five 
The fifth blog post will be about the prototype stage within the design thinking process at this point as a group we have done some R&D on echoes website to test the location. The echo uses GPS on your phone to pick up walks near you.
Description 
today's session was on prototyping our echos so we all sat around the mac and discussed how we wanted the layout we decided on having a circle which covered from castle gardens all the way down to little Wind St and used the fade tool to make the experience more immersive as if the louder the sound the closer the intensity of the atmosphere of Wind St. In my own time I tried out the polygon shape tool to create a similar shape but only did from the top to the bottom of Wind St and tested it prior to our session today.
Evaluate
The positive of today was that we were able to have a prototype working in our planned location which was all we needed now to complete our task. Negatives to today were that not all group meme ears were in attendance, but we were able to fix the problem by using teams to communicate virtually instead.
Action
If I was to reapply these skills again, I would try out more locations on the echo app and also see how far the radius on the circle tool is. I feel if I could’ve done more to help but didn’t know what quite to do next time, I will communicate this to my team which then will notify them, and they can help solve that problem.
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