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Within the 20th century, Lloyd Burgess Sharp demonstrated his passion for outdoor education by improving the quality of summer camps throughout North America. It’s believed that his contribution to education today does not receive the attention it should deserve. Especially when his “intersection of New Education with outdoors learning situations resulted in a slow, but continual, formation of an approach to learning that eventually came to be known as outdoor education.( J Carlson ,page9)” Supporting this approach to learning in nature he once quoted: "That which can best be taught inside the schoolrooms should there be taught, and that which can best be learned through experience dealing directly with native materials and life situations outside the school should there be learned"(LB Sharp, 1943).
    After serving within the US Navy during World War 1, Sharp contributed as a “field organizer and representative in Michigan for the Playground and Recreation Association of America”(J Carlson, p20) . During this time, he was approached by The Fresh Air Farms, and then in the 1920s he become the “executive director of Life Camps”(p30).  Sharp realized that there was a need for improvements to the quality of these camps, Sharp believed that these camps had been a militaristic learning environment. Therefore “Sharp began his plan to change the camps from a charity organization with centralized, regimental approach to decentralized camps built around the concept of holistic child development” (J, Carlson, p28). There was an obvious need for more experienced outdoor leaders. In which he gained support and interest from other colleagues  which helped Sharp years later to lead “ a national camp, established by Sharp in 1940 for outdoor leadership preparation”(page 21).
    His leading style was respect by many, contributing towards his success with Outdoor Education. “He had a strong following; people who had attended National Camps were very devoted to him… He had great personnel impact on these people.”(D. Hammerman, personal communication, January 6, 2002, p140)
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