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	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	It is neat, complete, makes relative sense.

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	Citations, referencing, quality of writing(content)

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	The headaches, and learning how to better essays and finishing it.

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
0-25%
	Unsatisfactory
26-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 85%
	Exceptional
86– 100%
	
  %

	Essay content and quality of resources used
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	Referencing within the essay
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Correctly constructed reference list
	
1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Structure of essay and clarity of writing
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read, correctly referenced and adheres to the Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
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Components of a Good Essay,
And Some Common Mistakes

“The primary reason to write an essay is so that the writer can formulate and organise an informed, coherent and sophisticated set of ideas about something important.” (Peterson 2019)

“A common error is for the student to believe that the essay is a means to demonstrate knowledge of a topic to their lecturer or teacher (Peterson 2019). More so, it is to develop one’s self and abilities to explore a given topic. A consequence is that the writer is better able to discuss and understand the topic and demonstrate this the reader. 

This essay will discuss the components of a good academic writing. It will cover basic structure of the essay, elements required in those structures and common mistakes to avoid. The primary components of an academic essay would consist of the introduction, body and conclusion. Although the final essay is ordered in this way it is not built in that exact order. These are only the wire frames used to hang the information for the final essay. To begin an essay, one should construct an outline from the reading list of appropriate material. Books and journals that are relevant to the topic and up to date are preferred, though website and newspapers can be used. In order to create the outline from the reading list there must be a topic or question that the writer seeks to explore and discuss. In building the reading list and outline it is good practice to first read and understand said question so as not to research and write outside of the topic. Leading to an unexplored and unanswered topic or question. 

The outline will be a loose idea of what will be covered and in what order. Through drafting and redrafting the outline can be expanded upon to the point of having a piece of work far longer than necessary. After drafting a few times, the material can be made more concise, efficient, and ordered to make more sense to the reader. It may be needed to cut back the essay to meet these requirements for the finished piece. Although, this is dependant upon the quality of writing, content and depth to which the writer wishes to, or required to, delve into the subject.

When the writer meets the introduction, it should make light of the intended aims and discussion of the essay, in brief a guide to what will be read. This being a gentle approach to the subject in question so as not to overwhelm the reader from the start. Overwhelm can be an issue if the reader has been given no idea about what is to come in the essay. The main body may not make as much sense without an appropriate introduction to put a basis or framework to it. Contrary to the order of the essay, the introduction is often written after the main body (Redman 2005). This is to prevent writing in effort to prove the topic or question instead of an exploration or discussion. If the introduction was written first there may be great effort put into attempting to make the rest of the essay fit to that premise.

While putting together the main body each paragraph will be constructed in an order of sentences. Opening each paragraph with a topic sentence, followed by supporting evidence of a few sentences. The paragraph should close with a concluding sentence to resolve the topic of that paragraph. This should continue until all aspects of the research are covered. It may take only a few paragraphs, or a few pages, depending on the depth necessary to cover the topic. Like the order of sentences in the paragraph, the paragraphs are structured in an orderly, logically progression within the body of the essay building to a conclusion. This conclusion will be summarized in the final paragraph of the piece to reiterate what was found during the research. Acting as a brief recap of the main body and supporting evidence, the concluding paragraph brings resolution to the essay topic. 

Resolution, in this instance, is the aim, intent and aspiration in seeking the facts on a given topic. There being many levels of resolution in an essay (Peterson 2019) it is good to cover most of them in the piece. The first is choice of word. These must be correct so as not to mislead. Arranging them in a well thought out sentence is the next. Placing these in a paragraph starting with a topic sentence, then supporting evidence, followed by a concluding sentence shows another. Resolution at the level of the essay means the paragraphs being ordered correctly to make sense in the essay itself. It must confront the topic question and make be coherent from start to finish and reach a conclusion. Other levels of resolution can come in the form of considering your audience. The reader and the culture they are embedded in and what assumptions they bring to the essay is worth considering (Peterson 2019). In doing this the writer can hope to add value, to himself, the reader and even at a societal level. 

A few common errors students face in writing essays are poor spelling, grammar and presentation, writing too much or too little, using first person and/or personal experience and plagiarism (Redman 2005). It is important to use correct spelling and grammar and to present the piece well for it to be easily read and understood. A short coming in these could lead to misinterpretation, confusion and possibly being unreadable. Or the reader not wanting to continue with the essay. Spelling, grammar and presentation are made easier to correct with writing software. It is still advisable to reread the piece and out loud to hear that it makes sense. Also, asking a peer to proofread and make notes on the readability of the essay is a big help to the writer.

Writing in first person and utilizing personal experience should be avoided in academic writing. This will reduce the opportunity for misinterpretation and less likely that opinions will emerge. Using ‘I’ and personal experience can also be construed as a lack of factual, recorded evidence to back up the claims of the academic writing. It makes for a more believable read if the author has made every effort to research the subject matter. Portraying the findings in an interesting and orderly manner while doing well to leave bias’s out of the finished product also help to make a good essay. It is down to the author to write in third person without opinion while showing impartiality in presenting facts and evidence.

Using references and supporting evidence is key to putting forth compelling arguments that will be considered by readers and peers as worthwhile. Copying word for word the work of another without correct referencing is called plagiarism. This is illegal and can bring a disqualification to the writer. Plagiarism, Levin (2004) describes as, ‘appropriating the thoughts of others.’ Using references is of utmost importance for academic writing. This is to show when you are making a literal reference to someone else’s work. Whether this takes the form of a summary or direct quote. Correct representation of the material is used to give credit where it is due. It is also important for the author to show that they have done research on the topic in question. Referencing aids in this proof as well as offering the author valuable information for their essay and reader. It has a two-fold effect in informing the writer of useful data and the author of the original work gets recognition for their efforts.

With these in mind, the writer can construct a compelling argument or discussion on any topic. Choosing or deciding on a topic sentence or question first can lead the author to build a reading list and brief outline. Following this, the research can begin and be utilized in a more in-depth outline or draft. The author can then start constructing the main body arguments and place them in a structured, logically ordered progression leading to a resolution of the essay topic. The resolution of an essay may not bring solid proof of anything. It may bring proof of the opposite. Keeping this in mind will help the author investigate and delve into the topic to find out about it as opposed to seek the proving an idea or belief. In conclusion, every effort should be employed to research effectively and without agenda to explore a given topic or to answer a question in an orderly, concise manner that makes sense to the reader and improves the writer’s abilities to discern between excellent and poor quality informational texts, papers and articles. 
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