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The pharmacy services is a very important role within the health and social care industry as it provides all medications, support for s/users and individuals in the community and also health advice which supports the community. The pharmacy Is the first place that people will go to if they need any advice on different illnesses or for their medication. The pharmacies give advice on how people should take their medication properly and how they can manage their other illnesses safely and to make the correct decisions about their health.
Historical Development of Pharmacy Services.
The pharmacy has changed over the years. Historically medicine was made with plants and natural ingredients like different herbs to treat different illnesses these were supplied by apothecaries. The medical knowledge and research have improved more over the years, so the production of medication has become a lot more advanced and regulated. Pharmacists have to have special knowledge about medicines and the do sage, ingredients, also the side effects. The NHS was established in the United Kingdom in 1948 the development in healthcare was important as the healthcare service was more of need. The pharmacy service is an important part within the healthcare system it helps individuals receive their medication and offers friendly advice when needed. The responsibilities for the pharmacies have progressed over time these responsibilities include promoting healthy lifestyles, preventing illnesses, and to support individuals with long term illnesses. Digital prescriptions and the NHS Pharmacies have made pharmacies a more accessible healthcare service in the communities.
How Pharmacy Services Function Today.
The pharmacies of today provide services which offer essential healthcare which include dispensing prescribed medication, check that the medication is safe and to check for any issues and to instruct on how to take the medication properly also to offer advice on medications that aren’t prescribed like over the counter medication and to explain any side effects or if they are taking other medication the possible side effects of between then different medications. To allow community pharmacies to treat and assess common illness like urine infections, soar throats, earache, the NHS Pharmacy First was introduced in January 2024. Pharmacists can offer self-care advice and the medication needed depending on the illness and the clinical assessment. Pharmacies will support other different health services which could be sexual health advice, vaccinations, blood pressure, smoking, and offer healthier lifestyle habit advice. Pharmacies do have their challenges which are staffing issues, a increased demand also financial problems. The pharmacies can’t help with every medical complaint individual who have more serious illnesses will need to be assessed by their GP or a hospital communication is key between the health professionals, pharmacies, and patients so they get the right care and support.
The Importance of Pharmacy Services Improving Quality of Life.
The pharmacy improves peoples quality of life as they help with medication, they offer helpful advice when needed this could be to do with medication that needs returning or advice on how to take the medication or advice on a healthier lifestyle or lifestyle changes all this helps with an individual’s independence and support for a better quality of life. The pharmacy can also help individuals who have mobility issues or busy work schedules by giving advice on minor illnesses which can help reduce the need for GP appointments and they can get the appropriate care sooner. The pharmacies sometimes have difficulties if there are language barriers or they don’t understand the medication advice given to them despite the pharmacies best efforts therefore clear communication should be given at all times so the individual can make the correct decision about their health.
Conclusion.
The pharmacy has gone from the traditional medication preparation to a more modern one which is essential to the healthcare setting of today. The modern pharmacy of today provide individuals with health advice, medication and healthy lifestyle choices which promotes independence and the quality of life of the individual. Teamwork is essential for the pharmacy services to be safe and effective.
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