With regards to the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014, discuss the provision of care and support for young people.
The definition of well-being is the state of being healthy, safe, comfortable and happy (Yourdictionarycom, 2017). To make a child feel safe, happy and comfortable there needs to be certain provisions provided. These include, looking after their physical, mental and emotional health, protecting them from abuse and neglect, providing them with the right education, training and recreation, teaching them how to have personal relationships and providing them with suitable shelter, food and water (Socialcarewales, February 2016).
This assignment will look at local and national legislation of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. It will also consider the Children’s Act 1989. It will analyse the social care provision in both an informal and formal setting. It will discuss
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and economic growth theory along with the Social Learning Theory.
My focus in this assignment will be ‘Looked After Children’ (LAC). It will investigate the report that was commissioned by the United Nations as well as the relevant laws and policies within this area. The term ‘Looked After Children’ was first introduced by the Children’s Act 1989. It refers to children who are the subject of a care order and have been accommodated within the Local Authority (LA).
The Children’s Act 1989 provides the legislative framework for child protection in the UK. Under the Children’s Act 1989, local authorities are required to provide the relevant services to those children who are deemed to be in need. The purpose is to take care of their safeguarding as well as their mental health and well-being. (Educationgovuk, March 2013)
[bookmark: _Hlk503276860]Under the Children’s Act 1989 a child is deemed to be in need if their health or development has been significantly impaired. If this does happen then the family involved must have an assessment completed by a social worker. This comes under section 17 of the Children’s Act 1989. (Educationgovuk, March 2013) 
The purpose of an assessment is to gather important information about the child and the family. The assessment is required to find out the nature and level of risk or any harm that could be suffered by the child. The social worker would then decide if the child is in need and if so the aim then is to provide the relevant support to be addressed to improve the child’s needs to ensure they are safe.
The Children’s Act 1989 requires Local Authorities to give due regard to the wishes of the child. This is to protect the individual under section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989. This is to include looked after children, plus those who have been provided with accommodation under section 20 of the Children’s Act 1989. It also includes children who have been taken into police protection, this is under section 46 of the Children’s Act 1989. (Educationgovuk, March 2013)
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act came into force on sixth April 2016. The Act sets out to provide the legal framework to improve the well-being of those who require care and support. It also includes the need to improve support for carers as well as transforming Social Services in Wales (Socialcarewales, 27 March 2017).
The principles of the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act are to give the individual a voice. Giving the individual a voice enables them to have the control that will help them to achieve and understand their well-being. Having early intervention with services can minimise the escalation of having a critical need in the future. It can encourage the individual to be more involved (Socialcarewales, 27 March 2017). The provisions in the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act are for better powers to safeguard children and vulnerable adults. It gives eligibility to families on a need basis rather than just what services may be available to them.
It introduced a framework that set out what children and families can expect from social services as well as introducing new assessments for people who move from one area of Wales to another, they will now be able to receive the same level of service in the new area as they would have in the old area.
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act gives equivalent rights for carers so they can have the same level of support as the person they caring after. Finally, they introduced the National Adoption Service. (Nspcc, 2018)
In 2015 the Welsh Government published a programme for children and young people. This Welsh Government programme has seven main aims and each one of them are linked to articles that are set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
This Welsh Government programme states that children and young people should have a:
· Flying start in life.
· Have a range of education and learning opportunities.
· Have access to a range of play, leisure and sporting activities, including cultural.
· Be in the best possible health and be free from abuse.
· Be listened to and be treated with respect.
· Have a safe environment to live in which supports physical and emotional well-being.
· And finally, not to be disadvantaged by poverty. (Nspcc, 2018)
This links in to Maslow’s hierarchy pyramid of needs theory. Maslow states that firstly the developing child requires nourishing food and fresh water and a comfortable bed to sleep on. This is called the physiological level.
The second level of Maslow’s pyramid is the safety and security level. This cannot be reached until the physiological needs at the first level have been achieved and taken care of. The child is becoming increasingly more confident however they still need to continue to have care. The child will increasingly become more interested with having stability and protection, however, it is also at this second level that the child requires structure and limits, even though they still have the feeling of being more anxious and having more fears.
The third level on Maslow’s pyramid is when the child needs the love of others and the need to feel a sense of belonging. However, if the child is a looked after child or if the care giving parent has passed away they may not have the feeling of stability that is required for their emotional investment. If the child feels that no one is willing to make a lasting commitment to them then they may not be able to love themselves.
The fourth stage on Maslow’s pyramid is the self esteem level. This is where the child starts searching for feelings of self-worth. Maslow found that there were two versions of self-esteem.
The first is a lower order, this is when the child is wanting the respect of others. They require the need of recognition, attention, appreciation and respect. The higher form includes the feeling of having confidence, independence and freedom. Maslow saw that having the achievement of self-respect is more important than achieving the respect of others. If a child has a feeling of low self-esteem, that is when the feelings of inferiority may manifest itself.
Many psychologists, including Maslow, think that by having low self-esteem is often the root of most psychological problems.
Maslow stated that these four levels are called deficiency and instinctual needs. The Maslow hierarchy of needs gives a clear explanation of why some children fail. The four deficiency needs must be met before the child can benefit from psychological well-being. (Naturalnewscom, 2018)
[bookmark: _Hlk503106138][bookmark: _Hlk503104792]The definition of well-being is the state of being healthy, safe, comfortable and happy (Yourdictionarycom, 2017). To make a child feel safe, happy and comfortable there needs to be certain provisions; these include, looking after their physical, mental and emotional health, protecting them from abuse and neglect, providing them with the right education, training and recreation, teaching them how to have personal relationships and providing them with suitable shelter, food and water (Socialcarewales, February 2016)..
Children go into care either through a court care order, where the court has found that the child is at risk of significant harm, or they can put themselves into care through a voluntary basis. This could be for several reasons including parental illness or if the child has extreme complex needs. Many young people who are put into the care system are from families who are going through some sort of difficult time, it could be from a bereavement or through separation or divorce. When a looked after child is put into care they are usually placed either with another family member or with foster parents. If possible, the local authority aims to return children back to their families as soon as they possibly can. (Uwtsdacuk, 2009)
[bookmark: _Hlk503263354]In 2009 the United Nations (UN) guidelines on alternative care for children stated that the care provision for the child should be of a type and quality that meets the specific needs of the child concerned.  (Bilson, Harwin, 2009)
The first stage in the process was to bring in an independent expert in the field. He was called Nigel Cantwell and he is based in Geneva.
Nigel Cantwell is an international consultant on child protection. He has been working on the issues that children face on an international level since the mid 1970’s. Nigel Cantwell started working, firstly with the International Union for Child Welfare before setting up Defence for Children in 1979. Throughout the 1980’s he was the co-ordinator of the group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Since 1994 he has been working as a full-time consultant on children’s rights with UNICEF. (Knowingchildrenorg, 2018)
The 2009 guidelines put a focus on the protection and well-being of children who have been deprived of parental care or who are at risk of being so.
The UN guidelines have distinguished between formal and informal care arrangements.
Informal care is defined as; 
“the care provision that has been arranged between individuals on a private basis without intervention of the authorities.”
Formal care is defined as; 
“All care provided in a family environment which has
been ordered by a competent administrative body or
judicial authority, and all care provided in a residential
environment, including in private facilities, whether or
not as a result of administrative or judicial measures.” (Bilson, Harwin, 2009)
There are a wide range of formal settings, these include:
· Foster care.
· Other family-based settings.
· Residential care.
· Family like settings.
· Supervised independent living arrangements.
John Parry Williams has stated in the UN report that,
“The division between residential and community-based 
Care is somewhat blurred, for of course residential care 
takes place in the community and small group homes.
Adoption and foster care are all residential.
By residential it means a large children’s home, situated
at some distance from a child’s carers, so that it usually
requires transport to visit. It is not based on a small family
size of about eight to ten children or less, run by staff rather
            than one or two carers acting as parents”. (Bilson, Harwin, 2009)
In the year ending 2015 there were a total of 69,540 children that were looked after in England, under the age of 18. This is an increase of six percent since 2011.
The majority of looked after children are aged between ten and fifteen years of age. It also sees more boys than girls at around fifty five percent. These results have remained relatively the same over the last five years.
The majority of looked after children are white with around seventy seven percent, with black/British making up nine percent.
In England in 2015 there was a total of 42,030 looked after children who were the subject of a care order. This represented sixty percent. There were 19,850 (twenty nine percent) that were being looked after on a voluntary basis while the other twenty one percent were either being looked after under police protection or involvement with the youth justice system. (Parliamentuk, 05 October 2015).
The official statistics from the Welsh Government for looked after children up to the 31 March 2017 in Wales was 5,995. Of these 2,165 are aged between ten to fifteen. This was an increase of 290 (five per cent) over the previous year.
The annual report from the Welsh Government showed that there were 624 children/young adults that had to experience three or more different placements in the year 2016/17. The annual report showed that 62% of the looked after children in Wales was due to abuse or neglect. (Govwales, 14 December 2017)
The Minister for Health and Social Services for Wales, Mark Drakeford, has called for a radical change in policy after figures showed that the rate of children being placed into care was increasing at an alarming rate. The figures showed that the number of children in care in Wales was nearly five times higher than the rate in England. Mark Drakeford has said that “attitudes need to change, and more help and support needs to be given to families in order to keep them together”.
Mr Drakeford established that between 2003 and 2011 there has been a 34.4% increase in the number of looked after children in local authorities in Wales, compare to 7.3% in England.
In the article the Assembly Minister (AM) states that evidence demonstrates that children in Wales are being removed from their families at an accelerated rate. He states that the risk of being taken into local authority care is strongly correlated with poverty and deprivation.
Mr Drakeford said that in his opinion there needed to be more investment into children’s services in Wales. This needs to be done to enable social workers to give families the support they so need to stay together. (Martin Shipton, 26th March 2013)
In 1977 psychologist Albert Bandura developed the Social Learning Theory. It has been called the bridge between behaviourist and cognitive learning. Bandura states that people learn from one another. They do this through observation, imitation and modelling.
The Social Learning Theory explains human behaviour as being continuous, reciprocal interaction between cognitive, behavioural and environmental influences. (David, June 19 2015)
The Social Learning Theory puts forward the idea that children can often model the behaviour that they observe from their family. For example, a young boy observing behaviours in his father that are rewarded by society. This includes earning a living, not displaying too much emotion and fixing things with their hands. If these behaviours are then rewarded, they then become reinforced and the child is more than likely to repeat it.
This theory not only happens by observing good behaviours it can also happen with problematic behaviour. A child who observes a parent/care giver treating others badly and also being rewarded for it could also follow the same path. (Social worker helper, 27 January 2017)
This essay has highlighted the provision of care in both formal and informal settings. It has discussed in detail the Children’s Act 1989 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2016. Lastly it has explored the theories of Maslow and Bandura, with reference to social theories.
The struggles of children in care, along with their families, has come to the forefront of society. In Wales, the Minister for Health and Social Services, Mark Drakeford called for a radical change in the policy. In the future, hopefully things will improve. The reality is the numbers of children in Wales who are being put into care cannot continue to rise at the rate that they currently rising. It remains to be seen what improvements will be made to social care but hopefully with the backing and support of the Government, things will gradually improve.
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