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Tarling and Morris,(2010), stated that the more serious the crime,the more factors come into play when the victim makes the decision of reporting.Over time,the number of victims reporting various crimes has fluctuated,as argued by Kidd and Chayet(1984),the main three reasons behind why crimes are not reported are,victims fear,the feeling of helplessness and recognised powerlessness of the police and lastly,the threat of further victimisation from the authorities.There are many varying reasons behind why individuals will not report crimes that they have witnessed or experienced,these reasons could be based on personal circumstances,the crime itself and societies impact.Some of the main reasoning behind why some victims do not  report their crimes can be; fear of retaliation,with victims and witnesses afraid of the repercussions that reporting the crime may bring upon them, lack  of confidence with the criminal justice system,despite the pivotal role of law enforcement in maintaining public safety,individuals personal opinion and experience will depend on whether or not they report a crime.Trauma and emotional distress from the experience, also play a major part in  reporting crime.

United Nations Of Drugs and Crime(2016),studied the importance of crimes being reported and how this can impact the criminal justice system understanding and addressing the rates of crimes within varied areas.Being able to have reliable data on crimes,helps to increase the accuracy of crime prevention techniques. David and Smith(2017) completed a study regarding the role of accurate crime reporting statistics and how these can impact public safety and how police services can be improved.A reliable form of getting the correct crime data,can help law enforcement make their crime prevention strategies the most efficient they can be,whilst prioritising their response to crime hotspots and to be able to increase the trust within the community.Home office (2021),discussed how different events can impact the likelihood that crimes are reported,in 2021 there was a fall of 13% in police reported crimes.The reduction varied depending on the crime type,with the largest decrease being theft down by 32%,some with smaller reductions such as sexual offences were down by 10%.

Victims not reporting a crime could be down to an individual factor,for example, psychological elements such as fear of retaliation or distrust in the legal authorities.Papp et al (2016) researched individuals who are fearful of retaliation and the correlation between this fear and reporting a crime.The study collated data from 408 households in  Detroit within  three separate neighbourhoods,results showed that fear of retaliation reduces cooperation with the police and an individual's willingness to report a crime.Trust with the police also has an impact in this as an individual that has more confidence in the police is more likely to report the crime,despite the fear of retaliation.
Cultural and societal stigmas are relevant reasons as to why there is such a large divide to individuals reporting crime.Cultural beliefs of gender roles and family dynamics  can impact a crime being reported as well as the cultural stigma surrounding victimhood.Deitz et al (2015), discussed the cultural stigma behind sexual assaults, there are many negative stereotypes and myths  in several cultures that exist including,husbands not being able to sexually assault their wives,women enjoying being and asking to be sexually assaulted and lying about being sexually assaulted.

Braithwaite (2019),studies the theory of ‘reintegrating shaming' where it has been seen that crime rates reduce when a society communicates shame on crime,with shame brought upon those who commit crime,these levels reduce,reducing the case of crime reporting itself.Reintegrative shaming theory builds on ideologies such as labelling,social control and subcultural theories,it proposes a crime controlling scheme that replaces the social stigmatisation of the criminal justice system and replaces it with a community based system that affirms positive behaviour and stigmatises criminal behaviour of any kind.Zhang(2018)studied the theory and concluded that Braithwaite's theory was shaped by his knowledge of business enforcement and said that apprehension is recommended before the proper evidence is accumulated to confirm that the theory is correct.
Boateng(2016) discusses whether or not the public's attitude towards the police has an effect on crime reporting,having mostly been argued that the willingness of cooperation depends on the citizens trust of the police.After completing a study following the victims attitudes predicting their likeliness and willingness of reporting a crime,dividing into many variables,it was concluded that the most significant factor to reporting crimes was age, as victims or witnesses over the age of 30 were more likely to report a crime than those younger than 30. In 2023,the likelihood of those over the age of 30 stayed the same as 2016,although, the likelihood of experiencing being a victim was at its highest between the ages of 16-24(Office Of National Statistics ,2023)

The public's trust in the police plays a pivotal role in influencing the public to report crime,research shows that individuals are most likely to report a crime when they have a high level of trust in the police.Mistrust in the police had been an issue for many years,following,stereotyping on the police behalf,misconduct or general misuse of the power that their job entrusts them with(Stanek,2019).This can be seen in many cases where officers have used their position to their advantage,for example,the case of Sarah Everard,who on the 3th March 2021 was kidnapped,raped and murdered by serving police officer Wayne Couzens.Couzens was believed to have used his police warrant card to get Everard into his car(Rainbow,2021)Following the murder it came to light that Couzens had a history for indecent exposure,after exposing himself several times before the incident occurred,despite this,he kept his job within the police force and continued on until the murder of Sarah Everard(Grant,2021).The trust the public have on the police is negatively impacted by cases like this,due to lack of fairness,responsiveness and accountability of their actions.When the public believe that the police will respond to their crime reports effectively and impartially,they are more likely to report the crimes that they have experienced or witnessed(Tyler,2011).

Police mistrust is a huge factor to individuals reporting crimes,whether they witnessed it or experienced it first-hand,as stated in the Macpherson Report(College  of Policing,2021), ‘There is more to be done including building confidence in the police,especially among Black,Asian and minority ethnic communities’,the report focuses on the police's response to the racially motivated murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993. The Police Race Action Plan (College of Policing, 2022),discusses the significant changes that are to be made following the historically tense relationship with Black,Asian and Minority communities,set out by the Macpherson Report ,the plan aims to make policing an anti-racist organisation.Trust within these minorities is in a deficit, with confidence in the police being at least 20% less in Black Caribbean groups,than the national average,risking the cooperation with the police and decreasing the likeliness that crimes will be reported(Home Office,2021).This report aims to create an  anti-racist culture,values and behaviours within the criminal justice system,improving both the experience and outcomes for those that have been negatively impacted.
Race can be a significant factor to an individual's willingness to report a crime,most likely,due to the bias and racial disparities within the modern criminal justice system.As stated by Smith(2019),minority communities especially Black and Hispanic groups,may be more hesitant to report a crime due, to the harassment,discrimination and retaliation that may come from the criminal justice system.This hesitance stems from the history of racial profiling and inequalities within the  criminal justice system as a whole.Jones et al(2018),analysed the link between race and willingness to report crimes,concluding that individuals from marginalised racial groups are more likely to have an untrustworthy view of any law enforcement and believe that they do not effectively address their legal concerns.All of these factors result in underreporting and contribute to incorrect crime statistics,decreasing the ability for crime prevention tactics to be properly put into place. 

Trauma and emotional distress are crucial barriers as to why individuals do not report crimes,contributing to the statistics of underreporting.Being a victim of crime frequently results in a variety of psychological and emotional reactions,from fear and anxiety to shame and guilt (Kilpatrick et al,2007).Certain violent crimes can see more prominent cases of trauma,such as violent assaults or sexual abuse,where the experience can have a  detrimental overwhelming effect  on the victims well-being(Cambell & Raja,1999).This trauma can lead to feelings of powerlessness and helplessness and can therefore lead to withdrawal from any social interaction,especially with the police force(Dworkin et al,2017).The social stigma attached to being a victim or witness to a crime, can increase the emotional distress and further influence the individual from reporting the crime or seeking any help from any services(Ullman,2010).Insensitive and dismissive treatment by the criminal justice system or lack of support systems for the individuals  following the crime,can severely impact the trauma experienced and discourage them from cooperating with the police(Policastro et al,2019).If the individual reporting the crime believes the criminal justice system  to be inaccessible or biassed in anyway,this may cause further hesitance to come forward and report their crime,fearing retaliation,further trauma or lack of trust in the police system(Gutman & Ressler,2001).
Trauma and distress are both severe implications as to why individuals do  not report crimes,this can have a long term effect  on both criminal behaviour and the police’s ability to address criminal activity.Having the ability to understand the complexity of the psychological factors and societal attitudes, is a crucial element for reducing the rates of underreporting and also to develop new strategies to better support victims and witnesses and encourage them to report.Trauma following a crime should be prioritised,specifically regarding readily available and culturally sensitive support systems,in an aim to have a more inclusive and transparent trust between the criminal justice system and the public,regarding surrounding the willingness of cooperation with the police(Simpson and Coté,2006).

Therefore to conclude,the act of not reporting a crime can be attributed to various factors both psychological and social.Trauma and distress caused by the crime itself or the experience of reporting it,can impact the reluctant behaviour in the individuals willingness to report crimes and cooperate with the police.Fear of retaliation is a major reason as  to why some individuals do not report crimes that  they have been victims of or have witnessed,as they may be afraid of what the perpetrator will do to them in retaliation. Also, fear of how society will react and whether there concerns will be listened to by the police.Certain cultures and societies frown upon the ideology of victimisation and social stigmas especially regarding gender roles(Londsway and Archambault,2012).Police mistrust is one of the most important reasons behind underreporting,from lack of confidence in the police system itself to the evidence of police misconduct and racial profiling,negatively impacting the public's view of the police,therefore lowering the chance of cooperation between the two.Trauma and distress,being psychological factors behind the discrepancies of crime reporting,shows the lack of support for those who are victims of crimes or may have witnessed them.Post traumatic stress disorder is a major component of the distressing emotions that this experience of reporting a crime can have on an individual (College of policing,2023).
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