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Archival Exercise 
Methodology
This study investigates the archives of collected material around two areas.  Initial sources were identified by searching for articles and books written about the primary sources for the Peasants’ Revolt, such as Hansen[footnoteRef:1],  Wilkinson[footnoteRef:2] and Dobson[footnoteRef:3]. Searches were made using the online archival databases.  [1:  Harriet Merete Hansen, ‘The Peasants Revolt of 1381 and the Chronicles’, Journal of Medieval History, 6.4 (1980), 393–415.]  [2:  Bertie Wilkinson, ‘The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381’, Speculum, 15.1 (1940), 12–35.]  [3:  R. B. Dobson, The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 (London: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 1983) <https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-16990-0>.] 

A notable difficulty I encountered was having to follow references to their original primary resource, rather than a reprinted translation, leading to a sort of trail of breadcrumbs to find where the actual manuscript is held, coupled with inconsistent references to Latin and English titles between works. In some cases this involved working through several bibliographies and outdates archives (where one has moved to another, for example HM Stationery Office’s archives being now delivered via the National Archives. This meant, for example, that finding Knighton’s Chronicon involved two books, Google Scholar, the now semi-defunct HM Stationery Office website and back to the National Archives. 
The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381
Sources
Anonimalle Chronicle
University of Leeds, Brotherton Library, Yorkshire Archaeological Society MS 29 [footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Wendy R Childs and John Taylor, The Anomimalle Chronicle, 1307-1334: From Brotherton Colletion MS 29. (Leeds, England: Yorkshire Archaeological Society., 1991).] 

“Evidently composed by an author actually resident in the Tower of London at the time” [footnoteRef:5], this has been considered “the best”[footnoteRef:6] or “the [most] authoritative account of the course of the revolt in London” [footnoteRef:7]. It appears to have been written independently of most other sources and largely corroborates the points made, though it differs in interesting ways from Froissart. [5:  Dobson, p. XXXIV.]  [6:  Wilkinson, p. 12.]  [7:  Hansen, p. 407.] 

Hansen’s textual comparison of eight accounts of the Peasants’ Revolt resulting in the analysis of the Anonimalle Chronicle as an early secondary source, noting similarities to the London letter book and elements of uncertainty that would be unlikely if they were first-hand accounts [footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Hansen, p. 411.] 

Froissart’s Chronicles
Various MSS exist:
· University of Leeds, Brotherton Special Collections, Yorkshire Archaeological Society v.147, Manuscripts BC MS 29[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  ‘The Anonimalle Chronicle’ (York, 1350), BC MS: Medieval Manuscripts (Brotherton Collection), BC MS 29 <https://explore.library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/372703>.] 

· London, British Library, Royal Collection, MS 18 E II. 
· London, British Library, Harley Collection, MS 4380.
The provenance of both British Library editions are traced back 1470s to 1480s[footnoteRef:10]. Froissart departs from the Anonimalle Chronicle on a number of details, such as the dates at which the rebels arrive in London[footnoteRef:11] and the dates when certain decisions were made[footnoteRef:12] and the socially interesting distinction between whether Tyler uses vous or tu [footnoteRef:13]. Hansen also discusses the reliability of Froissart’s account and similarities to the Westminster Chronicle and the Eulogium suggest that it may not have been written in isolation [footnoteRef:14]. Dobson refers to Froissart’s account as among “the most imaginative” [footnoteRef:15]. [10:  C. Wight, ‘Royal 18 E II’ <http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/record.asp?MSID=7615> [accessed 31 August 2018]; British Library, ‘Harley MS 4380’ <http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_4380&index=5> [accessed 31 August 2018].]  [11:  Wilkinson, p. 16.]  [12:  Wilkinson, p. 21.]  [13:  Hansen, p. 407.]  [14:  Hansen, pp. 394, 400.]  [15:  Dobson, p. 21.] 

Knighton’s Chronicles/Chronicon Henrici Knighton
Kew, The National Archives, PRO 37/49
Knighton’s position at the Abbey of Leicester meant that he was “well placed to provide a vividly dramatic sketch of the near-hysteria which gripped his local borough”[footnoteRef:16]. Hansen describes Knighton’s views as “original”[footnoteRef:17], suggesting that they are a reasonably independent primary source and notes that they confirm much of Froissart and Anonimalle. The Chronicles include “a handful of obscure but moving vernacular letters making much use of late fourteenth-century popular allegory”[footnoteRef:18], which as a linguist I find particularly noteworthy as a view into social propaganda and politic of the era.  [16:  Dobson, p. 277.]  [17:  Hansen, p. 402.]  [18:  Dobson, p. 379.] 

Walsingham
London, British Library, Harley MS 3634 f.125.r. 
Walsingham’s portrayal of the thirteen-year-old king was much less heroic[footnoteRef:19], providing contrast with the above-mentioned texts. [19:  Dobson, p. XXXII.] 

Rolls
Kew, National Archives:
· C53 – Close rolls
· C66/311 – Patent Rolls
These provide us with details of individuals. C66/311 details the pardon of Paul Salesbury and demonstrates some of the (rather despicable) actions that some people took and the questionable legal consequences that followed.
Strata Florida
Chronicle of the Princes
National Library of Wales, Chronicle of the Princes, Brut y Tywysogion, Peniarth MS 20
Likely created in Strata Florida, this word details the history of Wales prior to annexation of Wales to England. It puts the arrival of “convent of monks first to Strata Florida” at 1161 [footnoteRef:20]. It details a number of significant burials at Strata Florida and mentions various constructions and purchases as the Abbey grew in size and influence as well as noting when a person of standing “took the religious habit” there.   [20:  Mary Jones, ‘Brut y Tywysogion’, trans. by William ab Ithel <http://www.maryjones.us/ctexts/brut_y_tywysogion.html> [accessed 30 September 2018].] 

Aberdihonw Deeds
National Library of Wales, GB 0210 ABEONW
Deeds relating to the estates of the Parry and Vaughan family of Aberdihonw and Trebarried, Brecknockshire, including land owned by the Abbey of Strata Florida [footnoteRef:21].  [21:  ‘Aberdihonw Deeds’ <http://arcw.llgc.org.uk/anw/get_collection.php?coll_id=12&inst_id=1&term=Breconshire%20%7C%20Wales&L=0> [accessed 30 September 2018].] 

Crosswood Estate Records
National Library of Wales, Deeds & Documents, Copy of the three following charters granted to the Abbey of Strata Florida, co. Card.: charter of Rees, prince of ..., II/1.
Details of 1184 charters granted to the Abbey of Strata Florida.
Marriage Bonds
Rental Rolls
National Library of Wales, Cwrtmawr Manuscripts: Strata Florida rent rolls,
· 873D
· 967B
These detail the lands of the (then dissolved) Abbey [footnoteRef:22] including their use in a 1743 lawsuit [footnoteRef:23].   [22:  ‘Cwrtmawr Manuscripts: Rental of Strata Florida’, <http://darganfod.llyfrgell.cymru/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=44WHELF_NLW_VU1&afterPDS=true&docId=44NLW_ATM1841473> [accessed 30 September 2018].]  [23:  ‘Cwrtmawr Manuscripts: Strata Florida rent roll’, <http://darganfod.llyfrgell.cymru/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=44WHELF_NLW_VU1&afterPDS=true&docId=44NLW_ATM1842741> [accessed 30 September 2018].] 

Itinerarium Kambriae
British Library, Royal MS 13 BVIII
Details the visit of Gerald of Wales to Strata Florida where he “deposited his library of books” [footnoteRef:24]. [24:  Cambrensis Giraldus, Cyveiliog Owain, and Richard Colt Hoare, The Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin through Wales, A.D. 1188. By Giraldus de Barri; Tr. into English and Illustrated with Views, Annotations, and Life of Giraldus (London Printed for W. Miller by W. Bulmer, 1806) <http://archive.org/details/itineraryofarchb01girauoft> [accessed 30 September 2018].] 

Concluding Remarks
I was surprised by the disjointedness of the resources and the difficulty in finding out where to start, and I recognise my reliance on a few journal articles to lead me in the right direction. It would be a helpful project, I think, for someone to compile an accessible database of the medieval archives available with variant names etc. Wikipedia does this to some extent, its lack of scholarly control aside, so it is a shame that no archival attribution is given on the entries for chronicles rendering each article both very useful and frustratingly limited. 
While many chronicles and first-hand accounts exist, the above were chosen to highlight a range of sources and underline the difficulty in discerning the ‘truth’ of the matter, due to the interlinked nature of several of the chronicles. The chronicles provide an overview of the situation and are themselves compiled in part of other sources, while the court rolls and records provide a very tightly focussed account of one court case at a time, so it is sometimes difficult to attach this to a wider context. 
Future Directions for Archival Searches
A central or meta-database of archive would be very useful. While there are some online facilities for searching for more recent texts with reliable success, or non-fragmentary results. There are some collaborative internet projects that provide context (e.g. Wikipedia) and accessible versions of texts (e.g. Archive.org) but neither of these provide attribution to the archival source – Archive.org states vaguely that the copy of Walsingham’s Historia Anglicana is “from the library of Oxford University”[footnoteRef:25] and Wikipedia makes no attempt to give its location. [25:  Thomas Walsingham, Thomæ Walsingham ... Historia Anglicana, Ed. by H.T. Riley, 1864 <http://archive.org/details/thomwalsinghamh00walsgoog> [accessed 28 September 2018].] 

A concentrated effort to provide the location of certain key archives would be useful to future and present researchers to avoid the daisy-chain of bibliographies and out-of-date web links that is encountered nowadays. 
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