                                                       Abortion Act 1967 
David steel introduced the Abortion act in 1967 due to the high amount of illegal abortions women were having and the traumatic affects it had on women. There will be discussions to why the United kingdom have not extended the abortion law to Northern Ireland and resulting in abortions still being illegal there. There are many sources of contraception that can be orally and internally used to prevent unwanted pregnancy's and abortions.    
Stephanie James  
In 1961 women were sent to prison for having and carrying out abortions, Sentencing would be between three years to life in prison, The time scale for sentencing were introduced by The Infant Life Preservation Act of 1929 (The National Archives ,1929). Gander (2017) identifies the extreme lengths women would take to induce their miscarriages. Women would drink bleach, have very hot baths, maneuverer heavy furniture, or even try to abort the child themselves with a needle or a crocket hook, (Gander, 2017).Prior to 1967, Thousands of women felt like they had no other option other than back-street abortions. Due to this, it would result in permanently damaging their own health and in worst cases it could result in death, (Abortion Rights 2018).  Illegal abortions cause 67,000 deaths worldwide each year (Owen,2009). To stop the police from being questioned by grieving families, doctors would lie on the death certificated saying they died of miscarriage instead of illegal Abortion. (Gander,2017).  
 Abortion Act 1967  
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Acred (2012) and Owen (2009) Liberal MP David Steel introduced the Abortion Act in 1967 but the Act came in to force in 1968. The Abortion Act was replaced in 1990 by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act. The Abortion Act lowered the legal time limit to have an abortion from 28 weeks to 24 weeks. (Owen 2009) Abortions were no longer legal after 24 weeks, after the 24 week period it would only be acceptable if the mothers life is in danger, if there are extreme fatal abnormality's or a great risk of physical or mental injury to the mother(British Medical Association 2017 ). Women will not be found guilty after 24 weeks if the abortion was terminated by a registered medical practitioner. You would need to explain to your GP how having the baby would effect you and your family (sheldon,1997,P.66). Sheldon (2018) stated that 45 years since the Abortion Act 1967 was passed abortions have become easier to access. 

Northern Ireland  
Lisa Thomas  
Refesz (2017) Ann Marie Grey (2017) BBC news by Kelly-Leigh Cooper (2018) Jon Kelly (2016) H.Addison (1967) and Statistics (2015) spoke out that the 1967 Abortion Law in England, Scotland and Wales never extended to northern Ireland due to their high religious Christianity beliefs of 82.3% although the church attendances are dropping it is still the highest in the United Kingdom (UK) compared to the rest of the UK which is 53%-59% (Kelly, 2016). Women would face up to life imprisonment if women were found to be drinking poisons to induce a miscarriage (Grey, 2017). more than 1,000 women a year travel to Britain for legal abortions whom were lucky enough to afford the high rate of travel costs. Statistics (2017) stated that Women who could not afford the costs would perform illegal abortions and would go through horrific pain due to not having medical help or pain relief, In fatal situations women were not entitled to legal abortions even if they were raped or a victim of incest, Ann Marie (2017) also agreed with this. Whilst Kelly (2016) conducted research she spoke with a woman who was twenty weeks pregnant and was told her baby would die almost imminently after birth but still had to carry him for a further twelve weeks because of Northern Ireland’s restrictive laws. Two doctors would have to certify a legal abortion under certain circumstances such as extreme fatal abnormality's or if there were great risk of physical or mental injury to mother (Revesz, 2017). Taking drugs to bring on a miscarriage without a doctors consent is still an offence in the UK under the offences against the person act 1861. only 16 legal abortions were carried out in Northern Ireland in 2015-2016. In 2016 laws were changed by the Family Planning Association to address the lack of clarity in the law of medical professionals on the grounds of fatal abnormality's and sexual crime (Cooper, 2018) The percentages and reasons why women had abortions in the UK  is 93% of women's health was endangered 70% of women did not want the child 65% could not afford the child there has been a 10% increase of abortions since 2005. This year marks 50years since abortions came legal (under certain circumstances) (Department of Health, 2015) 
Sarah Thomas  
In 1961 the National Health Service (NHS) introduced an oral Contraceptive Pill to the United Kingdom (UK) but was only available to married women as the medical establishment wasn’t quite ready to embrace free love. In 1967 the NHS made the Contraceptive pill available to all woman in the UK and is now being used by 3.5 million women between the age of 16-49. Since then the number of abortions and birth rates started to drop and more pills were introduced and not only available on NHS but available to buy from local pharmacies. (The Guardian, 2007). Since 1961 more oral contraceptive pills were approved and contained a high dose of oestrogen and progestogen, each pill was the equivalent to seven of today’s pills. In 1984 the first licenced morning after pill was introduced to the UK and was only available on the NHS until 2001 when become available to buy at the pharmacies. As of today, there are two types of emergency contraception pills. Each pill has its own time scale to when it needs to be taken after unprotected sex to avoid pregnancy, therefore would not need to go through with an abortion if needed. (Family planning association, 2018). Since the first form of contraception was introduced to the UK back in 1961 there have been many more different types of contraception such as the implant which was launched in 1993. The implant is a small plastic rod that is inserted into the skin of a female's upper arm by a doctor or nurse. The first depo injections were licenced in the UK back in 1974 and was given to women every 3 months to stop the ovaries from releasing an egg. There are many more different types of contraception to suite both men and woman depending on their health and circumstances. (National health service,2018). 
Conclusion  
Sociologist Sally Macintyre revisited a medial assessment and marked This Year as the 50th anniversary of the 1967 Abortion Act. The legal time to have an abortion is still 24 weeks since the Human Fertilisation Act, it is still illegal to have a safe abortion in Northern Ireland and has to be certified by two doctors under certain circumstances, it is about time women had their own rights to abortion. There are many different sources of contraception now to help prevent unwanted pregnancy's leading to abortions. 
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