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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key concepts of the structure of the courts, criminal jurisdiction and the role of the police 
1. Understand the various stages of criminal proceedings, bail and funding to prepare for and to advise a client for criminal proceedings.  







	
TASK DESCRIPTION




Background

You are a trainee lawyer with the firm ‘Trinity Solicitors’. You are currently working in the Criminal Litigation Department of the firm, which has a standard criminal contract and participates in a number of local duty solicitor schemes. Among the cases being handled by the Department at the present time is the matter of: Miss Sarah Jones.

This client, aged 35, is charged with one offence of theft of a Gucci handbag valued at £5000 and one count of assault. 

Sarah Jones (Miss Jones) is from a troubled neighbourhood and succumbed to a life of crime during her teens and early twenties. She is currently unemployed but volunteers at the local catholic church having found religion a few years ago.  

Your client was sentenced to four years for robbery five years ago but was paroled after two years for good behaviour. She is an active member of the church and participates in a number of charitable causes. 

Miss Jones tells you that she did not steal the Handbag; she found it in a lane just off Wind Street in Swansea while on a night out. As she picked up the Handbag, an individual known to the client as Miss Nora Davies, attacked her and snatched the Handbag from her grasp shouting “Oi, that’s my Gucci handbag!!”. 

Miss Jones tells you that Miss Davies is also from a bad neighbourhood, has always been unemployed, and there is no way that she could afford to purchase a Gucci handbag. 

PC Norman Jenkins was on routine patrol on Wind Street when he saw the two women fighting. Miss Jones told the officer that Miss Davies had stolen her Gucci handbag and was merely attempting to recover her property. Miss Davies said that her Grandmother had gifted her the handbag some years ago but she does not have a receipt and her Grandmother is now deceased.  

PC Jenkins arrested Miss Jones on suspicion of theft of the Gucci handbag and for assault. 

Your client is due to attend South Wales Police Headquarters for her first interview relating to this incident. Miss Jones is adamant that she is innocent on both charges.  



Instructions

Your supervisor at the firm, Mr Thomas Trinity, has asked you to prepare a comprehensive internal memorandum/file note so that he may consider what advice to give to the client. 

The memorandum should be business-like in tone and layout and be professional. 

The memorandum should address the following matters: -

1. You must review and set out the law for the offences and be able to explain the mens rea and actus reus.
1. Explain the range of possible sentences for the alleged offences. 
1. Evaluate the strength of the evidence against the client. 
1. Evaluate the value/strength of Miss Davies’ claims and how this impacts upon Miss Jones’ case. 
1. Explain the advantages and disadvantages in advising the client to remain silent during the police interview.
1. Discuss what factors the court will take into account when allocating Miss Jones’ case for trial.

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Thomas Trinity

FROM: Lavinia Ghisoiu

MATTER: The case of SARAH JONES

DATE: 11/11/2022


This is the case of Miss Sarah Jones. 
I will set out below the following
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The memorandum below will be discussing the matter of theft under which the set and reviewing of different types of activities as per the ability and offence of actus reus and mens rea will be discussed. It will also discuss the range and possibility of various offences which get alleged in case of theft. Further, the strength of the client Miss Davies will also be discussed which will show her impact on the case of Miss Jones. Along with that, the strength and value of remaining silent during the process of investigation will also be discussed and allocated to the client who will also include various factors getting involved in the case of trial.   


[bookmark: _Toc118213921]MEMORANDUM

The legal act of general term refers to the general state of mind and lack of various negative acts under which the various situations and occasions of crime get to be developed. The act of Mens Rea which means the guilty mind along with the act of actus reus which signifies the guilty act. These acts possess a high rate of performance as per the criminal act and performance. Mens Rea brings an important and prominent sense of developing and using various reasons behind the process of self-evidence. Furthermore, the rate of offence as per the counterfeiting of laws gets to be coinage under various purposes (Li et al., 2019). Moreover, the act of Actus reus brings the sense of physical activity and morality in terms of different harms on the damage and destruction of public property and the process of actus reus. In terms of addressing the sentences of alleged offence, the sentences come to be termed under various steps of theft which come by the punishment of police along with the slightest changes of rubbery or due to intoxicating liquor. In matters of various strengths as per the client, both the client Miss Jones and Miss Davies were allegedly accused for the Gucci handbag and assault of theft. Both the clients consider the handbag as their own (Sharpley, 2021). The overall process of recovering and bringing the result behind the main accused and owner of the bag, the police was assigned with the client of picking the accused along with punishing the assault with theft sentence. 
It includes various other types of offences in which the case and sentence gets to be intended as one of the major functions of endangered species as a sense of imprisonment. Various other types of investigation and other types of offence get down under maximum assault of sentence and countifying of major punishment. In this system of law, a sentence of crime and imprisonment gets down to the functioning and conduct of various other definitions of crime along with form of penalty. In the case of Miss Jones she found a Gucci handbag in a field which later got claimed by Miss Davies as hers. Therefore, this case arises as a theft case under which the whole case gets appealed (Jolly et al., 2021). Miss Jones is known to be a good and decently employed person with not bad records whereas on the other hand, Miss Davies is a bad neighbour and there is no possible chance that she can afford the Gucci handbag. Moreover, mens rea and actus reus are two different but major essential principles of crime which brings a sense of common law suit in company. However, it also brings a sense of peace and intention that the act of criminality is committed in a reasonable and good way of conviction and deployment as per the charge of conviction and charge about which it is accused of.         
As per the overall description of Miss Davies, it is known to be said that Miss Davies is from a bad neighborhoods and along with that she is unemployed so it clearly states that she cannot be able to afford the Gucci handbag. In this statement, Miss Davie made a statement that the handbag has been gifted to her by her Grandmother who is now deceased therefore she is not able to provide any receipt to the police for taking her handbag over to her. As per the matter of theft and accusation of theft, the matter was dragged down to the police interview (Aliverti, 2018). Therefore, in order to carry forward the interview with police for finding the accused, both the clients need to be focused and silent during their overall process of interview. As the matter of discussing questions and answers, the client must remain silent and answer accordingly as per the questions of investigation. Both the client must answer as per their accordance of investigation else they would be shown as culprit which is continuously proofing and providing statements to hide their guilt behind the theft (Siegler et al., 2022). As per the pros and cons of remaining silent during the police investigation and interview, both Miss Jones and Miss Davies would be mitigating the rate of suspicion on them through the point of evidentiary standpoint of police. As it is known to be said that the accused keeps on providing statements as per their suspicions which tends to enhance the rate of guilt under its prospect. Also, if the client will remain silent during any important question then it would be portrayed as if the client is hiding something behind it by remaining silent.
Therefore, it is necessary for the client to answer as per the nature and essentiality of questions by keeping the questions in their mind. Now, when the investigation will be mastered towards the court, the process which will be dragged down will firstly be the process of arresting and questioning as per the matter of theft to both the client. Both the client will also be provided with a lawyer who will be providing necessary statements and justification as per the behalf of the client (HANNIBAL et al., 2020). The court will be listening to the judgments and statements of the client which will be dragged down to a different date of statement which will then highlight who the accused behind the theft of the Gucci handbag is. Further, the overall matter will be kept on getting extended and the come to a final decision of who the real culprit is. It also includes the essentiality in guilt and other rates of crime intentionally meant to be harmful for others. It is also known to be one of the many major aspects of crime along with the rate of accusation of omitting and mitigating the rate of prohibition along with committing out the intention and rate of business which conclusively brings the case along with proving people guilty as per the accused rate (Anggraeni, 2020). Also, the accidental and striking norms of attempting different approaches bring a different sense of law and duty as per the intentional omission and negligence in terms of crime and other various reforms. It also helps in representing and meeting out the rate of offence as per the causes and case of laws. Furthermore types of prominent usage and fraud changes as per the guilty mind and sense of honesty It also helps in interpreting and managing the counterfeiting various rates of changes and development.
Also, the term of various laws more likely interprets and design various beliefs as per the rate of explicitly and various other business norms. Under different sections and ways of development procedure the outcome and development of different causes and terrors gets underdeveloped as per various norms and certainties in business. It highlights and refers to the development and velocity of people under which the assumption and awareness of people crossing different border knowledge and changes gets determined (Petoft et al., 2021). There are also known to be various other types of business along with attempting and preparing the rate of intending business reforms. The rate of accomplishment and business also develops various types of stages which get to be determined under various reforms and processes of crimes. The first and last stage of crime is when the rate of specialising and diminishing the success of crime gets developed under different rates and chances of committing various reforms and processes.            
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In conclusion to the memorandum above, various types of laws and offences have been discussed in relation to the explanation of mens rea and actus reus. It will also discuss the possibility of sentences which will be alleged in the case of theft for both of the clients. The case of Miss Sarah has also concluded various advantages and disadvantages as per the value and norms of benefits which are to be formed as per the advantages and disadvantages of the client. Lastly, the factors which benefit the account and allocating of trial cases will also be discussed along with different stages of commission and intention is also known to be attempted and committed.         
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