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Don't Clap This One Back

Uptown funk - body percussion – YouTube

‘Easy’ Body Percussion - ???!

"Happy" by Pharrell Williams - EASY Body Percussion - YouTube

Body Percussion for Waltz n 2 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arNlC5Z1DSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VgfhXKncvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmeMffUqJQk


CHECK CELCAT!





WHAT I NEED FROM YOU:

* Take part
* Ask questions – big or 
small

* If you need more 
information OR less 
information – tell me

* Something missing? / 
Heard this before? / 
Confused? / Panicking 
about…? / Can’t do…

* Keep in touch * Support each other







PRE 1988

Children were taught different things 
depending on the teacher’s interests.

No specific ‘standard’ that children had to 
reach, i.e. no end of year standardised test.

Good / bad???



IN 1988…

a 10-subject National Curriculum was introduced in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland prescribing what children should be taught to 
ensure that every child was given the same standard of education.

From the beginning, it was acknowledged that the curriculum should 
be different in Wales than in England.



WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT EDUCATION 
IN WALES AND WHY IS IT DIFFERENT? 



WHAT IS DIFFERENT?

❑ Distinct language and culture – Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig, Welsh language

❑ Foundation Phase (2008)

❑ Phasing out of SATS (2002-2005) but then…

❑ Introduction of Literacy and Numeracy tests (2013)

❑ Teachers writing the new curriculum (2016-22)



WHY IS IT DIFFERENT?

Devolution - Education became the responsibility of the Welsh Assembly 
Government in 1997.

The Welsh Assembly Government was renamed Welsh Government 
(Llywodraeth Cymru) - in practice in 2011, and in law by the Wales Act 
2014.

The Act changed the name of the Assembly to ‘Senedd Cymru’ (Welsh 
Parliament). Its guidance states that the institution will be commonly known 
as the Senedd in both languages. The name change came into effect on 6 
May 2020.



Beth oedd y Cwricwlwm 
Cenedlaethol yn ystod eich 
cyfnod chi yn yr ysgol?

Sut cafodd ei rannu yn ôl 
oedran?

Pynciau?

Themâu trawsbynciol?

What was the National 
Curriculum during your time in 
school?

How was it divided by age?

Subjects?

Cross-cutting themes?



Sut cafodd ei rannu yn ôl oedran?

What was the National Curriculum 

during your time in school?



3-7 (N-2) Foundation Phase (FP) Cyfnod Sylfaen (CS)

7-11 (3-6) Key Stage 2 (KS2) Cyfnod Allweddol 2 (CA2)

11-14 (7-9) Key Stage 3 Cyfnod Allweddol 3

14-16 (10-11) Key Stage 4 Cyfnod Allweddol 4

16-18 (12-13) Key Stage 5 Cyfnod Allweddol 5



Pynciau?                         Subjects?



CURRICULUM 2008 – KS2/3

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008


CURRICULUM 2008 – SUBJECTS???

English

Welsh (first or second language)

Maths

Science

History

Geography

PE

Art & Design

Design & Technology

Information & Communication 

Technology

Music

PSHE

RE / RS 

Drama – KS3/4

MFL – KS3



14-16??? 

TGAU / GCSE

Compulsory:

• English

• Maths

• Science

• Welsh 1st Language (Welsh medium schools) OR

• Welsh 2nd Language (English medium schools)

• Religious Education

•PE 

• Welsh Baccalaureate



WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?

2014 - Welsh Government commissioned Graham Donaldson, 
(a professor at the University of Glasgow who had worked on 
reforms to education in Scotland) to conduct a report on 
reforming the curriculum in Wales.

2015 – publication of ‘Successful Futures’

2016 – teachers started writing new curriculum documents



WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?

HOWEVER…



WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?

September 2022:

All primary schools 
required to implement 
their curriculum for 
learners up to Year 6. 

Secondary settings - 
option to engage with 
Curriculum for Wales 
requirements for Year 7 
learners. 

Around half of secondary 
schools decided to do this.

September 2023:

Curriculum for Wales 
mandatory for all Year 7 
and 8 learners.

Secondary schools 
required to roll out new 
curriculum through to 
Year 11 in September 
2026.





Year 9? Year 7 & 8



CWRICWLWM I GYMRU / 
CURRICULUM FOR WALES



CWRICWLWM I GYMRU / CURRICULUM FOR WALES

What were the key recommendations from Successful Futures?

68 recommendations:

• Four purposes of the curriculum.

• Six areas of learning and experience.

• Three cross-curricular responsibilities.

• Progression steps at ages 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16.

• Descriptions of Learning.

• A range of pedagogical approaches.

• Refocusing assessment on learning, including learners’ self- and peer-assessment.

• Monitoring performance of the system at a national level through annual sampling.
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CURRICULUM FOR WALES: THE FOUR PURPOSES 

The four purposes are to support all children and young people to be:

• ambitious, capable learners…

• enterprising, creative contributors…

• ethical, informed citizens…

• healthy, confident individuals…

Task:

What are the Four Purposes all about???



Curriculum Purposes. AMBITIOUS, CAPABLE 
LEARNERS WHO:

•set themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challenge

•are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply 
that knowledge in different contexts

•are questioning and enjoy solving problems

•can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh 
and English

•can explain the ideas and concepts they are learning about

•can use number effectively in different contexts

•understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts

•use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse 
information

•undertake research and evaluate critically what they find

and are ready to learn throughout their lives



ENTERPRISING, CREATIVE 
CONTRIBUTORS WHO:

•connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas 
and products

•think creatively to reframe and solve problems

•identify and grasp opportunities

•take measured risks

•lead and play different roles in teams effectively and 
responsibly

•express ideas and emotions through different media

•give of their energy and skills so that other people will benefit

and are ready to play a full part in life and work



ETHICAL, INFORMED 
CITIZENS WHO:

•find, evaluate and use evidence in forming views

•engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge 
and values

•understand and exercise their human and democratic 
responsibilities and rights

•understand and consider the impact of their actions when making 
choices and acting

•are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the 
world, now and in the past

•respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse 
society

•show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet

and are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world



HEALTHY, CONFIDENT 
INDIVIDUALS WHO:

•have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs

•are building their mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence, 
resilience and empathy

•apply knowledge about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental health 
in their daily lives

•know how to find the information and support to keep safe and well

• take part in physical activity

• take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk

•have the confidence to participate in performance

•form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect

• face and overcome challenge

•have the skills and knowledge to manage everyday life as independently as they can

and are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
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CURRICULUM FOR WALES: THE SIX AREAS OF LEARNING 
AND EXPERIENCE

Areas of Learning and 

Experience = AoLE

Meysydd Dysgu a 

Phrofiad = MDPh



SUBJECTS AND AREAS OF LEARNING AND 
EXPERIENCE – WHERE DO THEY BELONG?

English

Welsh (first or second language)

Maths/Numeracy

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

History

Geography

Physical Education & Games

Art & Design

Music

Information (ICT) & Communication 

Technology / Computing

Business Studies

PSHE*

RE / RS / RVE**

Drama 

Dance

French/German/Italian/Spanish

Cookery / Food Technology 

Woodwork / Technology

Digital Media

*PSHE = Personal, social, health and economic education
**RVE = Religion, Values and Ethics



WITHIN THE EXPRESSIVE ARTS AOLE

* Art

* Dance

* Drama

* Film and Digital Media

* Music

*Celf

*Dawns

*Drama

*Ffilm a’r Cyfryngau 
Digidol

*Cerddoriaeth
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CWRICWLWM I GYMRU / CURRICULUM FOR WALES 

Cross-cutting themes?

Literacy

Numeracy

Digital Competence

Integral skills:

Creativity and innovation

Critical thinking and problem-solving

Personal effectiveness

Planning and organising

Acronyms!

LNF – Literacy and Numeracy Framework

DCF – Digital Competence Framework

FfLlRh – Fframwaith Llythrennedd a Rhifedd

FfCD – Fframwaith Cymhwysedd Digidol



ACRONYMS!

You may also see references to:

YCC - Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig

ESDGC – Education for Sustainable Development and Global 
Citizenship / ADCDF – Addysg ar gyfer Datblygu Cynaliadwy a 
Dinasyddiaeth Fyd-eang 
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• Descriptions of Learning.

• A range of pedagogical approaches.

• Refocusing assessment on learning, including learners’ self- and peer-assessment.

• Monitoring performance of the system at a national level through annual sampling.



WHAT DOES THE CURRICULUM SAY? MATTERS IN 
LEARNING

27 statements of ‘What Matters’ across the Curriculum for Wales 

Schools and settings must cover all statements from age 3 to 16, providing engagement 
with their key concepts in a developmentally appropriate way. 

The statements:

 sum up the ‘big ideas’ or key principles of each Area 

 help learners to make sense of a range of experiences, knowledge and skills, focused around the 
fundamentals of each Area 

 provide breadth and depth in the curriculum

 provide a level of curriculum consistency across settings and schools 

 are the basis of learners’ progression and an essential part of curriculum development  

Schools and settings should use a range of contexts, perspectives and topics to contribute 
towards learning within a statement. 
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Science & TechnologyMaths & Numeracy

Languages, Literacy & CommunicationHumanities

Health & WellbeingExpressive Arts

21 3 4

21 3 4

21 3

21 3 4 5

21 3 4 5

21 3 4 5 6

WHAT DOES THE CURRICULUM SAY?
27 statements of ‘What Matters’ (‘yr hyn sy’n bwysig’) across Curriculum for Wales 



CURRICULUM FOR WALES: WHAT MATTERS STATEMENTS

Here are the ‘what matters’ statements for the Expressive Arts AoLE.



CWRICWLWM I GYMRU / CURRICULUM FOR WALES



STATEMENTS OF ‘WHAT MATTERS’

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-

for-wales/expressive-

arts/statements-of-what-matters/ 

https://hwb.gov.wales/cwricwlwm-i-

gymru/y-celfyddydau-

mynegiannol/datganiadau-o-r-hyn-

sy-n-bwysig/ 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/cwricwlwm-i-gymru/y-celfyddydau-mynegiannol/datganiadau-o-r-hyn-sy-n-bwysig/
https://hwb.gov.wales/cwricwlwm-i-gymru/y-celfyddydau-mynegiannol/datganiadau-o-r-hyn-sy-n-bwysig/
https://hwb.gov.wales/cwricwlwm-i-gymru/y-celfyddydau-mynegiannol/datganiadau-o-r-hyn-sy-n-bwysig/
https://hwb.gov.wales/cwricwlwm-i-gymru/y-celfyddydau-mynegiannol/datganiadau-o-r-hyn-sy-n-bwysig/


CURRICULUM FOR WALES: DESCRIPTIONS OF LEARNING

Descriptions of learning are based on the idea of 5 ‘progression steps’.



CWRICWLWM I GYMRU / CURRICULUM FOR WALES

What were the key recommendations from Successful Futures?

68 recommendations:

• Four purposes of the curriculum.

• Six areas of learning and experience.

• Three cross-curricular responsibilities.

• Progression steps at ages 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16.

• Descriptions of Learning.

• A range of pedagogical approaches.

• Refocusing assessment on learning, including learners’ self- and peer-assessment.

• Monitoring performance of the system at a national level through annual sampling.



QUESTION

Progression steps at ages 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16.

Is this the same as the ‘old’ curriculum?

3-7 (N-2) Foundation Phase (FP) Cyfnod Sylfaen (CS)

7-11 (3-6) Key Stage 2 (KS2) Cyfnod Allweddol 2 (CA2)

11-14 (7-9) Key Stage 3 Cyfnod Allweddol 3

14-16 (10-11) Key Stage 4 Cyfnod Allweddol 4

16-18 (12-13) Key Stage 5 Cyfnod Allweddol 5



https://educationwales.blog.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-

assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-

happening/ 

https://educationwales.blog.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-happening/
https://educationwales.blog.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-happening/
https://educationwales.blog.gov.wales/2018/06/22/wales-new-curriculum-and-assessment-arrangements-are-being-built-on-progression-this-is-how-its-happening/


PROGRESSION STEPS / DISGRIFIADAU DYSGU

KS3 & 4



PROGRESSION STEP 3



DESCRIPTIONS OF LEARNING / EGWYDDORION CYNNYDD 
& PROGRESSION STEPS / DISGRIFIADAU DYSGU

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-

wales/expressive-arts/descriptions-

of-learning/ 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/descriptions-of-learning/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/descriptions-of-learning/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/descriptions-of-learning/


MUSIC IN THE ‘OLD’ KS3 
CURRICULUM
(BUT CURRENT YEAR 9 CURRICULUM)

Pupils should perform, 
compose and appraise 
music focusing their listening 
(in all musical activities) on 
the musical elements…



SO WHAT 
ARE 

THEY???



CERDDORIAETH CA3 / MUSIC KS3

Elfennau Cerddorol

traw 

parhad 

cyflymder

ansawdd

gwead

dynameg

adeiledd

distawrwydd

Musical Elements

pitch

duration

pace

timbre

texture 

dynamics

structure

silence





TIME TO GO HOME! See you tomorrow in 

IQ107.
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