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During the mid-fourth Century BCE Phillip the second of Macedon consolidated his power in Thessaly and the Chalcidice throughout roughly 350-340 (Diodorus) this development caused a stir in the Athenian assembly a notable advocate of action against Philip’s growth in power was Demosthenes’ Philippics[footnoteRef:1] and Olynthiacs[footnoteRef:2]. The focus here will be on the first and second Olynthiacs, written in 349 BCE. [1:  Dem. Or. 4,6,9,10]  [2:  Dem. Or. 1,2,3] 

In the first Olynthiac Demosthenes opens with declaring the matter as one of finance, a theme that will recur amongst the first Olynthiac, such as his expression on the scale of the expedition proposed. "With regards to the supply of money, you have money, men of Athens; you have more than any other nation"[footnoteRef:3] Sing explores the use of money in the texts examined, and he presents this as Demosthenes offsetting Philips use of finance. Where Philip uses his influence to bribe states into inaction, Athens should spend on its military force to oppose Philip. (Sing) From this and the arguments presented by Sing and Dmitriev, (Dmitriev, 2017, p. 2) Demosthenes is shown to propose using the Theoric funds to assist in funding the expeditions instead of for public entertainment. [3:  Dem. Or. 1;18 ] 

The second Olynthiac looks to concurrently represent Philip as underhanded while it additionally presents Athenian envoys, if not the assembly by extension, as without substance due to lack of action behind the words. In addition to this Demosthenes reiterates a point he made in the first Olynthiac, which is that each citizen should grant monetary support "in accordance to his means" regarding this to be the foremost way that Athens can win against Philip in a conflict. Tuplin associates the second Olynthiac with specific unidentified politicians in Athens rather than Philip directly and highlights the existence of different factions amongst the Athenians.[footnoteRef:4] Tuplin also identifies that Demosthenes is targeting Philips supporters when talking of shame, stating this would highlight their fault. This supports the opinion that the assembly was divided into factions, as is stated later in the article. Tuplin also draws attention to solutions Demosthenes puts forward, which all include the Athenian people working collectively to accomplish each step of the wartime processes to pursue their conflict with Philip. (Tuplin, 1998) This disunity seems to keep the Athenians from pursuing any meaningful campaigns against Philip as well as prevent them from securing aid in their conflict. [4:  Dem. Or. 2;3,4] 
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