Carys Riddiford 
Student ID- 1901922




                                                    Academic and industry skills revised assignment 
                                                    Football report during the Coronavirus pandemic 







































                                                                                15th  July 2020
                                                              University of Wales Trinity Saint David  


Table of contents 
1. Executive summary
2. Introduction 
3. Main findings 
4. Conclusion 
5. Bibliography 



Executive summary 
The purpose of this assignment is to analyse the effects Coronavirus has done to the football industry and the economy that comes with football.

Introduction 
This is a report on which how Coronavirus has impacted the travel and tourism industry, the author has picked one sector, event or organisation as their main focus point. The author of this report has decided to choose the football industry within the UK as there can be a lot to discuss from matches being cancelled or postponed to the UK government being able to bring football back. The time frame for this will start from the 25th March to the 25th June giving about three mouth of research to collect. The report will include a timeline of headlines of what different football clubs and leagues are doing along government guidelines for football players and also their future plans for tier return, also in this report will be how this has impacted the tourism and events industry along with what they have done for their customers with tickets.

March
On the 26th of March it was announced by the FA Cup that all football within England that are below the three divisions which make up the national league will have to end immediately with all of the results removed. There would be no relegation or promotion within these divisions. This also implied to the woman’s games below the champions or woman’s super league level. The 28th March Manchester City had handed over their Etihad stadium to the NHS, followed by Tottenham allowing their stadium to be used to support those who are vulnerable and have been affected due to Covid-19 on the 30th match. Lastly on match 31st the three divisions of England’s national league have been suspended. 

April 
On April 1st the UEFA cancels all international football games until the end of June also on the same date all of the champions league and the Europa league games have been suspended until further notice. Moving to the third of April the premiere league agrees with the FA cup that their season football to no longer continue. On the 9th the football association makes a decision to end the non league football that are below national league level as well as the national league asks clubs within the three division to vote on whether or not to end the season without any of the games to be played that were scheduled up to the 25th April. Once again on the 9th April the Scottish football is postponed with their games suspended until 10th June. Bournemouth have made the decision to furlough their stuff after having backlash for not doing so and they are the third premier league club to do this after Tottenham and Liverpool this was on the14th April. The next day 15th April the SPFL votes to end the lower league season passes which makes Dundee United the champions of the Scottish championship. 17th April the premiere league clubs are committed to play the 92 games which are left in the 2019-2020 season but there are no restart deadlines. Brighton turn their Amex stadium into a drive in Coronavirus testing centre, this will make it capable of testing 1,000 people a day, this happened on the 19th April. Fifa distributes £121 million for relief funds to 211 national associations on the 24th April 

May
There are no updates until the 18th May which is the premiere league clubs have agreed to start stage one of getting training protocols back into place which will start on the 19th May, this will only be within small groups. Making another jump within the dates the next updates was on the 27th May which was that the premier league clubs vote to resume contact training. The UK government on the 30th May approves that the return of domestic competitive sport from the 1st June behind closed doors. The last update for May on the 31st was that the championships will return on the 20th June which is over three months after it was stopped due to the pandemic.

June
The first update within June happened on the 5th this was that the premier league announced the first 32 games ready for the season to restart on the 17th and also on the 5th Chelsea are the winners of the women’s league title. On the 9th the EFL clubs make a decision to end leagues one and two seasons with regulation and promotion based on a point per game ratio. The next day on the 10th Merseyside derby is allowed to go already at the Everton’s Goodison park stadium along with Liverpool are allowed to play home games at Anfield. 

International travel for football

[image: ]Visit Britain has done a report to show the impact football had within the UK economy within their research they found out that over 80% of people that follow a foreign football league also follow the premier league and that they are also more likely to travel to the UK to watch a premier league match than the champions league. The bar graph on the side shows the percentages of people that follow the premier league outside of the UK. Next the author will go on about the insights of these percentages. First for the USA it is likely that football is the main focus of the trip within six out of ten Americans who had watched a football game abroad meaning that they have booked the trip around the football match and even bought tickets before anything else. The atmosphere of football and stadiums is what brings in 70% of them in and is the main reason of why they want to go to a football match.  They are also interested with the traditional Britain such as iconic land marks and food these are the top three activities that Americans are normally interested in. Brazil has a slightly different reason from this as they are most likely interested with football teams that have Brazilian football players. They have a highly rich football history but are more interested in stadium tours rather than the football match itself as 34% of tickets are bought after the trip is booked and about 84% buy football tickets but 86% buy stadium tour tickets. (VisitBritain.org)

China’s marketing had great potential with 92% of people wanting to visit Britain within the next two years and also 85% say that it is their trip of a lifetime, their football fans tend to relay on travel agents for their trips to find information on where to go. China’s interest with football is not as high as the previous two as seven out of ten want to go on food and drink trips or shopping. Norway is also a similar story with only 41% of Norwegian football fans have a strong interest into football, which means that they are most likely to visit the UK for a different reason.  This research also suggests that Sweden are less likely to go to an actual football match but they like the social aspect which comes with it instead such as pubs or other sporting events and festivals 65% said that they would watch it in a pub but it is also close to the ones that would go to a premier league match which is 66%. Indian football fans are most likely to watch the big cup competitions and matches within a multi destination trip about 69% are likely to think about travelling to the UK for a football game if it is part of a packaged tour but cricket is a more popular sport for them to follow which is why the numbers of football fans are lower than other countries mentioned. (VisitBritain.org)

The impact 
[image: ]As there is no football tickets are not being sold as matches are not going on, commercial deals have become under threat along with, clubs within the premier league could owe broadcasters £960 million. There has to be a new reality for football, the transfer market might be the hardest hit within the football industry especially for the lower league clubs but this could give football a chance to change or reset the way in which the way the game is financed. The CIES have suggested that the fees could drop by 28% for the big five leagues across Europe due to the pandemic which is around £7 billion. In England there is a possibility of a minimum drop of 20% as clubs do not have the amount of money to spend, not only have they lost this money the premier league already owes £1.6 billion for the players that they have already bought according to Kieran Maguire who is an expert on football finance. The BBC are also suggesting that even if the club can afford to buy a new player how will it look when the country is gong through a rough time with many people becoming unemployed, being furloughed along with the death toll still rising in high numbers. It may seem that the clubs are out of touch with the real world by spending tens of millions of pounds on one player while the rest of the country is suffering. This was brought up when five premiere league clubs places their non player employees onto furlough while they still payed the high earning players, then as mentioned before three of the five which were Liverpool Tottenham and Bournemouth to reverse their decision but Newcastle and Norwich chose to keep their decision.(bbc.co.uk) 

Bringing football back
[image: ]There are multiple stages that football teams had to go through to make sure that it is safe to start the matches again stage one was that training could start again but with social distancing then stage two included full contact training the stage three was passed on the 30th May which meant that competitive game could start back from June 1st but behind closed doors this means that with empty stadiums but the matches are depending if the clubs of the football teams deem that it is safe for their players to play. The clubs are also planning on a range of different ways to keep the football atmosphere even without crowds some of which include broadcasting fan notices and sounds and printing out cardboard cut outs of fans to fill up the seats and to make it look like the stadiums are full. Television are also thinking of CGI to digitally put people into the crowds similar to what they do on FIFA games. Clubs are also planning on what they call natural stadiums which means that instead of using all the clubs stadiums for home and away games instead they only use a handful of stadiums which meet a certain criteria and grading system for safety that has been made by the police and sports ground safety authority. Some of the venues which are fit for purpose include Manchester City, Brighton & Hove Albion, West Ham United, Arsenal, Aston Villa, Southampton and Leicester City. The grading system in done by looking at the location of the stadium, the exterior and corridors of the congestion of fans, they also look at the local Coronavirus infection rate. If they think that you can not properly social distances within a stadium then it is likely that it will not be used for when people are allowed within crowds and are allowed to attend football matches again. Football players are also being tested for Coronavirus after matches by using a private company to get the tests from so that they are not using the NHS’s resources which has costed the premier league £4 million. 

Concerns  
There have been some concerns with this due to the accuracy of the tests and concerns of using a private business May increase a competition and price with the tests for the health and care sector.another concern that they have are secret gatherings such as people inviting loads of people to their houses to watch the game or crowds mass gathering outside of the stadiums, the stadiums can be policed but it can be tough to stop private gatherings from happening even though [image: ]gatherings of other sorts have been happening all through lockdown with not much done to stop them. If a player is to test positive for Coronavirus only the individual player that has been tested positive have to isolate and not the whole team and opponents and they only have to quarantine for seven days while the rules for everyone else is that themselves and anyone that they have been close contact with must also quarantine for fourteen days. For this they are introducing new rules such as more than one changing room per team, the players will have health checks right up until the match and will have to social distance until the game along with no pre game hand shakes and no close contact celebrations after the game either. On the side is a chart of the people who will be at a closed doors game.

Refunds 
From the 3rd of June premier league clubs have started to get into contact with their fans who have bought tickets to the cancelled matches and behind closed door matches to send refunds on both single match tickets and partial returns for seasonal ticket holders. The majority of the clubs have acted quickly along with stopping taking money for the next season but each clubs have taken their own personal way to deal with their refunds such as some are just giving out refunds and others are offering the option of passing it onto the season. Newcastle United are the only ones that have stayed silent, not offering any refunds and still taken payments for next season.

Conclusion 
To make a conclusion of the situation so far, football has made a successful and so far a safe comeback on tv but there still a lot of uncertainty to get over such as how when will this virus end or even will it ever end. There are even thoughts of a second wave and that we are moving forwards with opening things to quickly. It is good that football being allowed to be played again and watched on tv but there is still a chance that if we do go into a second wave football will have to stop again which then economy will lose even more money. There is no answer of when football will be able to return to normal either such as crowds to be allowed it as the risk is simply too high. It is more of a waiting game of trail and error but with thousands of lives already lost due to corona there is no room for errors. In my opinion it will take years for things such as filling stadiums to be able to return and it will also take years for the economy to be able to rebuild itself back to where is was before the pandemic. 
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