Sustainability within the hotel industry
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sustainability is defined in dictionaries and on any searching engine online, as ‘avoidance of the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain an ecological balance.’ In my understanding you need to ensure what is out there available as a resource that it can be considered sustained or kept at a specific level or rate to facilitate or be utilised by all. Thinking back at what my understanding was about sustainability, prior to the course, it made me realise that I only had a vague idea of the term. I would have never put the term sustainability with the hotel industry, and all my knowledge came from adverts that would speak about and encourage people to use sustainable items, materials to ensure we are not hurting the planet, and in a way to ensure human race will perpetuate. 
WCED (1987) is discussing the idea of sustainable development and is explaining what exactly this means as meeting the needs of the present without harming in any way the future generations. Following me doing some research on this debate, I found out surprisingly that not only issues like global economic crisis, water shortages, pollution and nuclear weapons affect our environment, but also issues like rapid growth of the population, soil degradation, and poverty can lead to the need of finding ways to ensure sustainability of our planet. Before I thought that all these above would create the climate change, but in the paper climate change is actually one fundamental issue, and not an effect of the causes. 
Another important and new matter that I learned about during the course and I believe will help me in the future to understand better hotel management and in the end will make me a better hotel manager, is about the sustainability pillars. First pillar is the social side of our life’s, which meanly relates to people, second is the economic side which relates to profit; and last one is the environmental side which relates to the planet. Purvis, Mao and Robinson, (2019) study looked at how it all started with the 3 pillars, and they explain that there was not a three item concept, and that  society and environment emerged because economy was looked at from the two point of views, socially and environmentally. 
The analysis of these issues from this perspective give me not only understanding but also determined me to think of some issues like how much damage corporations, and us people in the end bring to our planet. By doing so we put in danger our next generations, our own children. Because the world was only creating more and more damage, there also emerged a need for ethical and non-commercial responsibilities to emerge, and this is defined as commercial social responsibility. Learning about this matter will make me be more thoughtful as a hotel manager; that what we give back to the world and society, and the moral responsibility I have as an individual to make sure I play my role. By this I mean that as McGehee et al (2009) said all businesses have a responsibility to contribute positively to their communities that have made them successful. 
It is a good lesson for me as I never thought that by ensuring the wellbeing of our communities we ensure the success of the business. This made me think of how important is or me to balance my thoughts and put in order what kind of manager I would like to be, profit only oriented, or consider doing good in the community as in the end the communities are who make the business successful and to actually grow. 
Another learning is that by using sustainable products or services we reduce any disasters that can raise from the costs or any other risks. A good example learned in class, which I have heard before starting this course is the plastic straw debate.  Scientist would argue that the use of plastic and especially the disposal of it in the sea, is what is creating the issues we experiencing in our environment. This is especially a threat to the Great barrier of Reef (Stratford and Jones, 2019), as leading to issues as discussed above and mainly is not ensuring any future for the next generations.
In conclusion, I would like to think that one day I will be a manager that does good for the society and planet. That I will be able to identify and use sustainable ways for the business to grow without bringing any harm to the society that actually help a business grow.  
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