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This exhibition will take place within the Glynn Vivian Gallery opposite the Alex campus. The exhibition will feature some personal favourites from the works of Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol and Diane Arbus.  I will go on to explain why I have chosen these artists in more detail later on. 
[image: ][image: ]The first artist I have chosen is Roy Lichtenstein. A pop artist who has long since inspired me with his comic book like style and use of colour and shape within his art work. His works can at times be emotional in design. One of the works on display will be ‘Wham’ created in 1963 with a mixture of oil and acrylic paint across two canvases. This piece was one of the first I was exposed to when researching artists. The colour that stands out within the piece and the style captured my imagination on what kind of art I may be able to create now that I had found an artist that I liked. “The tendency of Lichtenstein’s work always to return one to the physical elements of which it is composed.” (Lichtenstien, 1972, p. 161). What makes Lichtenstein’s work stand out is that he is a graphic artist who uses paint to express certain qualities within his paintings (Lichtenstien, 1972).  The second piece on show will be “The Drowning Girl”, a piece created in 1963 again on canvas but this time with a mix of oil and synthetic polymer paint. This piece is different to “Wham” in the way that the only colours are shades of blue with black and white. It Is also quite an emotional piece to view. 


[image: ]

On to the second artist who will be Andy Warhol. A commercial illustrator turned pop artist who rose from poverty to the high circles of New York. My first choice of the Warhol collection I would display would be “Gold Marilyn Monroe”. First made after the celebrity’s death in 1962, Warhol acquired a black and white press photo of the star and began to create art from this photo which would go on to become one of his most famous works. The second piece I would have would be Warhol’s self portrait created [image: ]in 1986 by screen printing and the help of acrylic ink. I have chosen this piece not only to show a famous face within the gallery but because the colours stand out. It may be just a simple red and black print but the stare from the eyes upon the canvas is one that seems to follow you around the room. 
"How can you say one style is better than another? You ought to be able to be an Abstract Expressionist next week, or a Pop artist, or a realist, without feeling you've given up something. I think that would be so great, to be able to change styles. And I think that's what's going to happen, that's going to be the whole new scene." (Warhol, 2019)

[image: ][image: ]A change from pop artists for my third creator to be displayed would be a photographer I was shown back in college. Diane Arbus has interested me with her captivating and unique way of photographing the mundane every day and the unique sometimes together in one piece and sometimes together in a strange kind of marriage. The first photograph on show would have to be “Tattooed man at a carnival” taken in 1970 of a very intimidating looking man with tattoos across his body. I chose this photo due to my own love of sideshows, freaks and tattoos but also the way that the flash has highlighted this man’s face and mirrored tattoos upon his shoulders. His eyes and facial expression is also very striking to make you look closer into the photograph. The second piece that would be “Child with a toy hand grenade in Central Park” taken in 1962. This black and white photograph has the boy front and slightly off centre but it is the boys expression and stance that stands out as to me he looks as if he is in a trance even though he is likely just being playful towards the camera as children so often do. This photograph also stands out as this photo was taken while the Vietnam war was affecting people everywhere. 
“Nothing is ever the same as they said it was. It’s what I’ve never seen before that I recognise”. (Arbus, 1972)



The Glyn Vivian is a large gallery with many branching rooms from with two floors to explore. I would most likely display these amazing works of art within the second floor at the two rooms at the back of the hall that bleed into each other. There is enough room for people to come and enjoy the works and a good mixture of natural light and artificial light. To display these works I would put each work next to each other. I would have the two Warhol pieces, self portrait first with golden Marilyn Monroe next to it. As soon as you go in through the double doors next to the sofas where just enough natural light will be able to light up the pieces. As you go through the double doors into the back room, I would have the two Lichtenstein pieces with Wham first with the drowning girl placed beside it. Then lastly, I would have the two Diane Arbus pieces at the back. This is a simple layout to show off the works, but I think it would work very well. Often, I get confused when looking around a gallery if too many different pieces are placed next to each other especially if there are no signs to show which piece belongs to which creator. I also struggle with social anxiety so this way the crowds of people would be able to rotate easily between the pieces and into the other exhibits within the gallery.  

Why a mixture of photography and pop art though? Not only because each artist has inspired me in their own way through out my own journey to become an artist such as themselves but because photography influenced and even helped Warhol to create his pieces while my choice for Lichtenstein links to Warhol by style of artwork, Lichtenstein then links back to Arbus by use of emotional and striking pieces that often have little to no colour. 
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