Darriann Evans – 1602281 

Working Title: Women’s lives within various New Religious Movement: Career, Family/Motherhood and Roles. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of the dissertation is to examine women’s lives within two different New Religious Movements also looking at the treatment of women through the New Religious Movements, also to show what women’s careers and roles are like in a New Religious Movement. Also examining the overall treatment of women within two New Religious Movement. The two New Religious Movements which will be examples throughout the dissertation will be OSHO International and Mormonism. 

During the dissertation another aim will be to show how the family work and how motherhood is different compared to mothers in the wider community; showing how the children must be raised in terms of the New Religious Movements rules/boundaries. Also looking at whether women/girls within some New Religious Movements have different rituals compared to boys and specifying what rituals/rites of passage there are. 

The dissertation will be exploring what happens if a child of a New Religious Movement decides to leave, what happens afterwards are they allowed to keep in contact with the family which remains in the New Religious Movement? Or if the mother decides to leave can she take her children with her and if not, can she still have contact with them? Researching briefly how the children effect the future of NRMs and the ethics of raising children in NRMs.

Research will be carried out by these means for example, books, documentaries, social media, journals, films, listening to podcasts, websites reading first-hand accounts, newspapers and watching the news, these are the different ways the information is going to be obtained. 

Some main theories which will be examined throughout is that women might experience different treatment compared to men. The overall treatment of women will also be explained outlining the way they are treated and if they are badly treated in the eyes of the wider community, also if they are being mistreated what does this entail and how does it affect them emotionally/physically and psychologically? 

Another theory that will be explored is women’s careers, meaning that do women have the opportunities as men to get the same jobs? Also exploring whether they have the opportunity for maternity leave or even if they can have children at all. Another theory which will be looked at is if women have any specific roles within a New Religious Movement and if so what might they be? Also, if they stray away from fulfilling their roles do they have to go through any repercussions and if so what are they? 

Another theory is concerning family dynamics for instance who is the head of the family, the mother or father? Also looking at different types of families, for instance same-sex or blended families and whether these are accepted within New Religious Movements and if not why? Also looking at how children are raised according to the rules and boundaries of the New Religious Movement and how do they differ to the way the wider community raises their children. One theory which is concerning women and rituals and practices and whether they have their own rituals and practices compared to males and their rituals and practices. Also looking at whether girls/women have to go through rites of passage throughout their life and if they do the rites of passage will be outlined and explained within the dissertation and compared to the rites of passage of boys/men. Another theory which will be explored is whether children who leave a New Religious Movement can still contact their family in a New Religious Movement when the rest of their family remained in the New Religious Movement when they have left; or when mothers leave can they take their children with them or if not, can they still have contact with them if they cannot leave with their mothers. Also, if extended family can have contact with their family within a New Religious Movement and how does this effect everyone involved? 

The ideas of the wider community will be examined is whether they think raising children within New Religious Movements is a good idea in their point of view. Also, examining the perceptions of the wider community focusing on women and children within New Religious Movements, then briefly adding in the effects of children on the future of New Religious Movements and the ethics of raising children within them.

Chapter one will be examining the way women are treated and then comparing it to how men are treated and how the treatment might affect the women in different ways for instance emotionally, physically and psychologically. This chapter will also be looking at the careers women might have within New Religious Movements and their roles, exploring whether or not that they have chance to have children in their job and if so do they have maternity leave? 

In chapter two it will be looking at the careers women might have within New Religious Movements and their roles, exploring whether or not that they have chance to have children in their job and if so do they have maternity leave? 

The next chapter of the dissertation will be discussing the family dynamics for instance the structure of the family, examining different types of families, same-sex families and examining whether they are allowed in the New Religious Movement or not and why? Also discovering how the children are raised in the terms of New Religious Movements and according to their rules; also comparing these ideas to how the wider community raises their children and how much do these ideas differ to one another? Also considering what rites/rituals and practices women/girls in New Religious Movements might have compared to men/boys and an explanation of why they are different. In this chapter it will also be mentioning the wider family and whether they can have contact with the family which are inside a New Religious Movement and if not, how does this affect everyone involved? If mothers or children leave can they still have contact with each other and if not, can the children leave with the mothers? 
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There is still too much going on here – too many aims with just brief mentions of them almost in list-form.  


