
Literature Review

Determining what constitutes organised crime, it’s links to youth related gangs and county lines, is one of the biggest obstacles to comprehending its root causes and developing prevention strategies. Serious crimes that are planned, organised, and carried out by individuals who collaborate on a regular basis, are classified as organised crime groups, as defined by the Home Office. Although sometimes but not all times, money and financial gain is what drives these gangs (Thompson, 2019). The Home Office (2013), Strategy "Prevent" contains the promise to provide educational materials in preventing youth involvement in crime, however it became clear from the study conducted with practitioners and youth that the "Prevent” strategy was overly simplistic, and that youth involvement in organised crime was far more complicated than such naive divisions could have accommodated. 
Thompson (2019) discusses the four major themes that came out as to why youth involvement in crime be existent, the first theme being how the youth members of gangs and county lines have been groomed or exploited, young people who get involved in activities that are on the margin of organised crime frequently don't realise the entire scope of what they are getting involved in. Particularly, young individuals who engage in "drug running" frequently don't realise if it has anything to do with county lines. White (2021) supports this notion of vulnerability in youth and discusses how the county lines phenomenon has been developing since the 1990’s, or as then it was known as “going to the country”, which has been grooming young and vulnerable members of the community into drug or violent crime. The author produces a well written piece, highlighting how young people become involved in this line of crime and where it has stemmed from, the article produces an insight on how susceptible youth are, as well as how difficult breaking the cycle can be when there is narcotics and money at the heart of county lines. 
 In the same way authors Williams and Finlay (2019), expand on this by emphasising the growth of county lines, stating that forty-six thousand young people aged ten to eighteen are thought to be involved in activities related to gangs and county lines. Furthermore, demonstrating the terrible effects county lines have on the young people of society as well as their communities. The authors also claim that youth who are involved in county lines, have a higher likelihood of committing more serious crimes when they age.  Williams and Finlay (2019) also refer to how imperative it is, to uphold the elevated calibre of training observed in law enforcement organisations, since they promptly detect and address individuals who may be vulnerable to gang involvement, thereby averting grave consequences. Additionally, the author Bavington (2021) has produced a qualitative study that investigates the effects of county lines, youth crime, and drug-related crime on nearby communities. The study was conducted in Liverpool, UK. The purpose of the study was to gather opinions, insights, and perceptions about this influence from people in the neighbourhood. The results demonstrate that County Lines has significantly impacted the communities, that were the subject of the investigation. According to the findings, there is evidence that the overall effect of County Lines on the communities has resulted in some resentment and even animosity from the local gangs. In Bevington’s (2021) study, it was discussed that the phrase "County Lines" was used by every participant across all regions, and most participants knew that the police had been taking positive action, thereby making arrests. Speaking more about the gang/runner aspect of County Lines, participants explained how the police had acted by arresting and charging local dealers, however this created a void that was later filled by County Lines and young gangs. As a result, gangs from all over the UK are now present. Participants also stated how the youth of the community, as young as thirteen years old, were being found in possession of class A drugs, and expressed that it is the fault of the government, adding that there is little money for the communities to support and prevent youth related crimes. It can be inferred that, members of the general public are aware that police services are making efforts in tackling youth related crime, however there is a clear frustration with government funding and investments in local communities to support the vulnerable youth.   
Another essential point has been presented by Hurley and Boulton (2021), the writers discuss what stance law enforcement agencies are taking to challenge and prevent youth crime linked to county lines. For instance, Project Engage which saw Greater Manchester Police receive funding from the Home Office, to advance development of early intervention and prevention techniques targeted at youth engaged in organised crime. However, this is a project that was created back in 2015 in only one part of the UK, therefore it would be essential to research more recent projects spanning a wide scope of the country. Harding (2020) discusses in his book how over the past ten years, the scholarly understanding of county lines has been slow to develop, this is partially because structural changes are difficult to detect, also drug markets are not uniformed. The author adds that previous research on drug related gangs, at the turn of the century concentrated more on the social environment; but, in the five years since the book’s publication, criminology, drug abuse and the establishment of county lines have become increasingly closely connected. 
The Youth Justice Board UK (2022), National Statics for 2020 to 2021, have published quantitative data which as contributed to a focus on the demographics of youths that have been either cautioned or sentenced, because of participating in crime. The report found that; 15,800 youths were given a warning or a sentence, which is a decrease of 17% from the year before and 82% from ten years before. Over the past 10 years, the percentage of Black children who have been cautioned or sentenced has increased and is currently five percentage points more than it was in the year ending in March 2011 (12% versus 7%). Compared to the previous year, there was a 34% fall in the number of children aged 10 to 14 who received a caution or a sentence, and a 12% decrease in those aged 15 to 17. The Youth Justice Board UK (2022) add that, the largest percentage increase has been recorded in offences against the person, in particular violence, which went from 21% of proved offences in the year ending in March 2011 to 32% of offences in the most recent year. From this data collected and published by the agency, it is clear that young people’s participation in violent crime has increased, however the number of young people being convicted has lowered. This could suggest that promising prevention programmes are effective, as well as law enforcement agencies awareness at tackling youth related crime, but potentially not as effective in deterring serious offences such as violence against the person. 
A report by the Youth Endowment Fund (2022), was published in May 2022, with statistics updated in relation to the latest recording of police recorded crime involving youth, as well as youth victims. The report contains up-to-date information on the following: police-reported crime and violent crime rates; homicides listed in the Home Office's homicide index. Young individuals who have been involved in the criminal court system since the beginning of the pandemic are among them, as are the amounts of crime and violence that police and the Office for National Statistics; and experimental data from Wales's and England's telephone-operated Crime Survey. The Youth Endowment Fund (2022) discuss that in 2020, there were 13% fewer offences reported to the police overall than in 2019, however, one of the biggest increases was in theft-related charges, which went from about 93,000 to over 125,000. 1.34 million violent offences against people were reported between April and December of 2019. There were 1.59 million of these crimes during the same time in 2021, a 19% increase. This comprises an increase of 2% in homicides, 4% in violent crimes resulting in injuries, and 11% in violent crimes resulting in no injuries. This illustrates that despite a lower rate of reported crime, serious offences such as violent crime is on the rise, which raises the concern that there could potentially be a higher number, however it is simply not reported to police.  
The World Health Organisation (2023) have discussed the detrimental effects that teenage violence has on a person's physical, psychological, and social functioning. The World Health Organisation lists the following as internal risk factors for an individual: conduct disorder or other behavioural disorders; early use of alcohol, drugs, or tobacco; low IQ and low academic achievement; low dedication to school; and school failure, which consequently may result in homelessness, criminal activity, and vulnerability to domestic abuse. These personal factors may not all be present or required for a young person to become involved with youth related crime activities, there are also circumstantial factors within their personal relationships. The World Health Organisation (2023) adds that a chid may be more vulnerable to criminal activity, if the following are identified in their lifestyle; inadequate parental care and surveillance of their children, as well as minimal parental participation. Also, parental drug misuse or criminal activity, low family income, unemployment in the family as well as involvement in gangs or deviant peer groups. The article suggests that a comprehensive strategy that acknowledges the substantial relationship, between the prevalence of juvenile violence and economic disparities is necessary to prevent youth violence. Youth related violence is most often found among the poorest sections of society, which are characterised by large income discrepancies between the rich and the poor. It is also reviewed into how gaps in wealth, make impoverished children feel even more frustrated and hopeless, which creates an atmosphere where using violence as a release becomes commonplace.  
In the same way, the author Pitts (2009) also discusses how, that the existence of violent teenage gangs is greatly influenced by substandard housing, material poverty, and a lack of employment opportunities in the primary sector. This implies that neighbourhood-level interventions, that target the issues these neighbourhoods face as well as its larger socioeconomic and cultural causes may help to stop the flow of young people who get involved in gang violence as both perpetrators and victims. Therefore, an effective strategy in the short term will primarily focus on lowering the risk of death and injury; however, in the medium to long term, it will also build a multi-agency infrastructure that can address the social, cultural, educational, economic, and familial factors that put local children and youth at risk of becoming involved in gangs and becoming violent victims (Pitts, 2009). This illustrates how important it is for law enforcement agencies to develop, as well as put into practice, effective and successful prevention schemes. Many authors and literature pieces have determined the common foundations of youth related crime, however there is not a vast input on what effect these prevention strategies have, as well as what multi agency partnerships are working with law enforcement to find solutions. 
Hobson, et al. (2021) discusses about the nature of policing in society, as well as centre on police-led interventions with youth who are deemed to be "at-risk." These discussions cover topics including how to allocate funds during a period of budgetary restraint, how much emphasis the police should place on the security and welfare of juveniles, and what part they should play in deterring youth related criminality. The author adds how the UK's youth crime rate has decreased recently, but it is still acknowledged that young people are more prone to commit crimes than adults and senior citizens. For this reason, police-youth relations are critically dependent on how the police engage with the youth in the community. In a similar vein, Hobson, et al. (2021), explores how policing approaches can foster favourable opinions in the community. Adding that the countries, sometimes unfulfilled commitment, to safeguard and represent all its members of the community is concretely realised in the police. The author notes that young people are frequently left out of police community-level interventions, and makes the case that including young people in these types of interventions would; "increase law enforcement legitimacy in their eyes, by increasing their respect for the process of police decision making." To summarize, it is paramount that law enforcement agencies are engaged in positive contact, with the youth of the community, by building a rapport and gathering more opinion of the vulnerable members of the community, agencies can adapt and implement suitable prevention strategies.
The matter of county lines is a broad subject that has attracted the interest of many authors and writers. Numerous studies have been conducted on the subject, providing insight into the conditions that lead to youth involvement, the strategies employed by criminal organisations to take advantage of weak people, and the effects of county lines operations on local communities and society at large. The complexity of this criminal activity has been explored by the authors as mentioned previously, who have offered insightful analysis that has improved our comprehension. By their writings, these authors add to the continuing discussion about county lines, guiding attempts to create policies and implement actions meant to address this important problem. However, there is a lack of understanding and knowledge in currently utilised prevention programmes, as well as the opinions of both the public and police officers / staff, who encounter youth related crime and gangs, if these programmes and schemes are effective. 
In conclusion, this dissertation will take a critical position towards the study of county lines in the end, concentrating on how it has grown and how law enforcement might better comprehend the social and economic elements that support this type of criminal behaviour. It highlights the necessity of a multidisciplinary approach to the problem, contending that the socio-economic inequalities that underlie the exploration inherent in county lines activities are frequently ignored by present studies. This research paper also highlights a gap in the literature by advocating for increased collaboration between law enforcement, social services, and local communities to develop more successful prevention and intervention strategies. This is because criminal justice responses are often isolated from broader societal engagement. 
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