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[bookmark: _Toc531560445]Where are things at the moment with Brexit?

On June 23rd 2016, Britain had a referendum to decide whether or not it should stay in the European Union. Despite a mixture of different opinions, the overall number of people in the United Kingdom voted to leave the EU. 
Following its decision to leave, the country is in the process of negotiating its exit from the European Union, which will take place on 29th March 2019. Although, there has already been an agreement for a “transition period” which will begin straight after the United Kingdom leave the European Union on 29th March. This period is time-limited of approximately two years, and will be in place so that businesses have time to prepare for any new arrangements 
The UK is due to leave the EU in four months time. The following report will surmise the following effects and consequences of what would happen if tourists were to be prevented from travelling to and from the UK and Northern Ireland via two different transport methods. 
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ABTA are the UK’s largest travel association. They represent travel agents and tour operators, selling an estimated thirty-two billion holidays and other travel arrangements annually. This is ABTA’s report containing economic analysis from a professional services firm known as Deloitte. 
The report assesses how the existing relationship between the UK and the EU has affected UK travellers and the travel industry. It suggests 9 different ways in which the EU has benefitted UK holiday makers.



Findings from ABTA’s report show that there are strong links between the UK and the EU within the travel and tourism industry. Countries within the EU are the most visited places by UK holiday makers.
The free movement of people, goods, services and investment has hugely benefitted the travel trade between the UK and the EU. Brexit could change this free movement, resulting in this having great effects on the flow of trade and travel. After a period of time, this will result in the UK’s tourism industry diminishing.
ABTA state that there are currently several regulations that have been put into place in order to benefit holidaymakers and business travellers. These include the following:
•	Financial protection for package holidays
•	Compensation for flight delays
•	Access to free health cover through the European Health Insurance Card
•	Caps on mobile phone charges
•	‘Open skies’ across the EU, resulting in more routes, more airlines, and lower fares

Within time, Brexit could have a big impact towards these regulations. For example, if huge changes were made and people’s holidays weren’t protected financially then fewer tourists would want to risk booking a holiday abroad in case anything went wrong, and they were unable to claim their money back. This could potentially result in the UK’s Tourism Industry losing both people and money.
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The British pound has mostly been a strong currency with a fairly good exchange rate. However, it’s clearly visible from this graph that the value of the pound in U.S Dollars decreased dramatically soon after Britain exited the European Union and has been on a consistent decline since the results of the referendum became clear on 23rd June 2016.
The Strength of the British Pound.
As a result of the pound losing value, exchange rates will be affected. Therefore, people wanting to exchange pounds into other currencies are getting significantly less, whereas people buying pounds are finding the current exchange rate levels quite profitable. Consequently, a number of holiday makers from foreign countries will now decide to visit Britain as essentially, they will be saving money as everything will become less expensive for them. Therefore, the UK Tourism Industry will receive an influx of people visiting from abroad, as they will be capable of visiting the UK and enjoying their holidays there for less money.
Millions of British holiday makers are making big changes to their holiday plans this year following Britain’s decision to leave the EU. Recent research suggests that this is the result of the decrease in the value of the pound. Furthermore, there are over eight million Brits opting for a Staycation this year instead of going abroad and wasting money. 
“We have enjoyed a strong currency for many years, so the reduced strength of the pound is going to be noticeable for holidaymakers when it doesn’t go as far as it used to,” said Rob Thomas, Head of Brand at Columbus Direct (2017).                     

Even though the majority of people living in the UK are displeased with this decrease of the value of the British pound, experts say that this couldn’t come a better time.  Justin Urquart Stewart, economist and director at Seven Investment Management, said: "More people holidaying in the UK will hugely boost our economy at a time when we greatly need it.” 
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The following section will focus ideally on the effects of a no deal Brexit in terms of air transportation. 
A no agreement deal would be considerably worse for other EU countries than it is for UK, as the cost of travelling to Europe for UK would result in the UK’s huge export market not reaching the EU. This would mean that for British holiday makers to travel abroad would become much more expensive. Whereas, for EU citizens to travel to the UK the prices would drop significantly, meaning that the UK could expect a higher influx of tourists visiting from overseas.
With regards to passports and freedom to travel, British born citizens with passports older than 9.5 years will need to be renewed for £75.50. This could become considerably costly for families wanting to travel and could result in poorer families not being able to travel abroad. There could be a negative impact on different countries around Europe if families stopped travelling abroad. Popular holiday destinations including Spain and Italy. Countries around the EU have threats of losing the UK import market. According to Goransson A (2017), lead analyst and tourism specialist at Euromonitor, told The Sun: “Tourism expenditure to Spain stood at 55billion euros (£50billion) in 2016. Some 14billion euros (£12.7billion) of that came from the UK – that’s 26 per cent.” This supports the facts that Spain could lose up to £30billion per annum if British tourists were to stop visiting. This is just one country out of the whole of the European Union. If Theresa May doesn’t come to terms with an agreement on free travel across Europe, then the continent could potentially lose up to £33billion a year which is currently generated from British tourism. 
At airports, UK and EU citizens will be likely to face longer waiting queues and tighter security checks following a no deal Brexit. The UK will be likely to experience lots of delays and disruptions via air transportation as politics try to sort out new air service agreements in result of a no deal agreement. The best-case scenario would be air transport being disrupted for a number of weeks or months whilst new rules are being created. On the other hand, the wort case scenario being that EU counties could decide not to grant permission for British planes to fly to or across their counties, preventing tourism to other countries. Other factors of change would consist of EU planes needing two permits in order to fly to UK. As well as UK planes would need these two permits from all relevant national authorities. 
A no deal agreement could possibly also affect other non-EU countries. It will affect the EU-US Open Skies deal which allows the United States and the United Kingdom to travel to and from each other. 
Considering that many counties outside of the EU want to trade and make deals with Britain, there is a possibility that more UK tourists will begin travelling to places like Australia, America and Japan and travel less often to Europe.
In general, more UK citizens will travel outside of the European Union due to new non-EU deals likely to be made and due to a no deal Brexit resulting in plane flights costing more money for EU countries.
UK people are becoming more agitated and will not be willing to travel and spend money abroad in European Union in a period of time after the no deal agreement. The same applies for the people travelling from the European Union countries to the UK. In the long term, the lack of tourism is going to harm both parties involved.
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The UK enjoys excellent global connectivity with connections to over 100 countries in 2017. On average, 13% of the UK’s visitors travel by ferry, 11% by via the channel tunnel, and the remaining 76% through air transport. 
If there is a no agreement decision following the decision from Britain to exit the European Union, ferry companies will face a number of challenges and it’s questioned whether or not these challenges will be overcome. One challenge is certifications. Whilst travelling to mainland UK, Irish drivers are required to show certificates for themselves and their vehicles. At the moment EU certification is in place but there has been legislation introduced by the British Parliament to have their own certification in place instead of that of the EU. It has yet been told what the new requirements of the certification will be. The parliament could use their initiative to explain to the public so that there are less concerns for Irish drivers coming to the UK mainland via ferries. 
Time delays is another concern considered with ferries. A no deal agreement could mean that there will be extra border checks and delays whilst going through customs. This will have an affect on people leaving mainland UK to visit Ireland for the day and vice versa. If catching a ferry from Holyhead to Dublin becomes too time consuming then less Brits will want to take day trips to and from Ireland. These delays will also have a considerable impact on fresh food imports that needs to be transported quickly.
To combat the challenges a no deal Brexit could have on ferries, many ferry companies are introducing new routes from Irish ports direct to Europe. The following routes have recently been announced:
· CLDN: Dublin to Zeebrugge, Belgium 
· Irish Ferries: Dublin to France
· Brittany Ferries: Cork to Santander, North Spain
Supporting these new routes, Ireland are beginning to launch new ferries. There are many decisions yet to have been made about the future operations after the Brexit result, however launching these new routes and creating new boats will tackle the worries Britain has about losing visitors who travel by ferries, as there are plans for the new routes to target new visitors to come to the UK via ferry ports.
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With regards to politicians and transport planners; now is the opportunity to inform and advise UK citizens to travel to Europe before March 2019 if they wish to holiday within the EU. UK citizens should also be informed and made aware of the costs of updating passports. Transport planners should suggest that UK citizens take a holiday elsewhere within the UK or to other non-EU countries. This would help to avoid as much havoc and distress as possible whilst new travel rules and regulations are created.
The overall outcome of Britain leaving the European Union in four months’ time brings a lot of uncertainty to the UK citizens, foreign visitors, businesses, the economy as well as the politicians. When things are uncertain, people begin to panic and instead of visitors taking risks on what will happen to the UK post Brexit, people are beginning to book holidays to different destinations where the outcome of their visit will be certain. It is best for politicians to give as much information to the public as they possibly can in order to put people’s minds at ease instead of wondering. 
As for travel experts, they should plan in advance as much as possible in order to create transport routes to the best of their ability. Giving information to the public about updates and changes will allow travellers to be up to date with certificates ad passports, combating delays.
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To conclude the above report, Brexit will pose as a positive and a negative factor for Britain in terms of how it will affect tourism. During this period of Britain exiting the EU, the value of the British pound has decreased. It is said that this couldn’t have happened at a better time and this will majorly help to boost the country’s economy. It will cost Brits more to travel abroad after the UK has made its’ exit, so staycations will have a rise meaning more British holiday makers will be spending money around the country rather than countries abroad. Additionally, the country will receive an increase in holiday makers from foreign countries due to them getting more for their money.
There is a large amount of uncertainty to what the affects Brexit will have if the United Kingdom leaves on a no agreement basis. Politicians and travel experts are already creating future plans in order to maintain the visitor numbers coming in and out of the UK since the results of the referendum decided upon Britain leaving. 
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