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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age Assignment

Introduction 

In order for a baby to bond with their parents and other family members in the womb, singing together and telling stories can be a way for the family to bond with the baby before the birth, according to The Scottish Book Trust (2024). According to Bromley (2019), recognising the impact that a variety of oral language abilities and skills can have on children’s literacy development, was challenged by Bromley’s school as they promoted and focused on oral language within the early years. The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) (No Date) states that using digital literacy can give children the opportunity to feel secure and empowered in a digital world. This includes play, socialisation and learning through digital technology. 

Main Body 

‘Literature is a powerful medium for communicating ideas, transmitting emotions, and finding out about other people’s culture, language, religion, and life experiences’ (Brock and Coughlin, 2012, p.90). As stated by the National Literacy Trust (No date), reading for children can have a variety of benefits including: relaxation, providing comfort and boosting confidence. According to Twinkl (No Date) and BBC Bitesize (2024), an onomatopoeia is a type of word that is used to create vivid imagery in writing. Onomatopoeias sound like the word an individual is trying to describe, and they are used to add emotion and expression. For example, ‘bang’ and ‘crash’. Laing (2014) and Tardif et al., (2008) explain that onomatopoeias are one of the most common words that young children learn. 
In one case study, Laing (2014) discovered that the use of onomatopoeias in young children can help provide an alternative option to more challenging words.
Onomatopoeias come under the category of figurative language (Twinkl, No Date). Figurative language is defined as the use of words or phrases to create a special meaning. Figurative language is also recognised as a very adaptable literary device, due to its ability to be used in a variety of ways. For example: engaging the reader (Twinkl, No Date). 
Onomatopoeias can be associated with language acquisition. Language acquisition and development is referred to as learning spoken language (Neaum, 2012, p.7). Based on a study conducted by Elsen (1991), the study detailed accounts of the language development of her daughter. The study conducted by Elsen (1991) demonstrated the use of onomatopoeia may be ideally acquired within development in the early years, due to young children having simple phonological structures. 

Props were used throughout both traditional and digital storytelling presentations. According to Teaching and Learning Preschoolers (2010), having props as an accompaniment whilst telling a story is a way of bringing the story to life, giving the children a deeper understanding of the story, and the language used. Ball (2013), states that she uses a storytelling technique in her Montessori classroom called a Story Basket, to which she believes enhances the language curriculum within the classroom. According to the National Literacy Trust (2023), a Story Basket or a Story Sack is defined as a collection of items in a bag or container that can be used to encourage storytelling and extend the story itself. The National Literacy Trust (2023) believe Story Baskets are effective within the classroom because they have the ability to make stories more accessible for all children, including those who have English as an additional language. The National Literacy Trust (2023) states that Story Baskets are also useful for encouraging roleplay amongst children and encouraging both communication and interaction. Ball (2013) explains that after feeling empowered by a brief training session with educators from a Waldorf institute to tell a story, rather than to simply read a story in a traditional manner, she decided to try bringing stories in her setting to life. As expressed by Davidmann (2006), children in the early years learn directly through their surroundings, and a majority of this is accessed through storytelling, songs, and rhymes. Mujahidah, et al., (2021) states that using the storytelling method is an ideal way of developing children’s language development. Mujahidah, et al., (2021) believes that through telling children stories, children will have the ability to communicate different concepts in their minds, which will indirectly prompt language development. Mujahidah, et al., (2021) declares that telling a story through props can make the children seem more intrigued by the story and have the ability to easily comprehend the content read. However, telling a story in a traditional manner, without props, can be viewed as unappealing, due to students getting bored when listening to a story traditionally (Mujahidah, et al., 2021). 

Sign language was used in the digital presentation. Sign Language is defined as a visual way of communication via gestures, facial expressions, and body language. Sign Language is a method of communication typically used by those who are deaf or have difficulty hearing (British Sign, No Date). According to Allen (1986); King & Quigley (1985), it is vital to tell stories to deaf and hard of hearing children, due to the historical fact of them not being as successful in reading as their peers who can hear. Although, when it comes to children who are deaf or hard of hearing, there is an additional issue in regard to them accessing printed English (Schick & Gale, No Date). Deaf children who are delayed in comparison to their peers in developing reading comprehension skills, are often referred to as ‘poor comprehenders’ (Cain & Oakhill, 2006). Despite Schick and Gale’s statement (No Date), the National Deaf Children’s Society (2024) states that deaf children can read and write as well as children who can hear. The use of sign language can be beneficial in a variety of ways, according to Learning Journals (2024). Learning Journals (2024) states that the use of sign language can encourage children to remember words and increase their vocabulary. The use of sign language can also be a way for visual learners to be able to recognise and retain information (Learning Journal, 2024). This evidence highlights the importance of sign language, and how it can benefit literacy skills in young children. 

While recording both the digital and traditional stories, it was discovered that they were read in different ways. According to an article written by Robin (2006), a digital story has lots of different definitions. Although, typically, they all revolve around the concept of combining oral storytelling with digital multimedia. This can include: images, videos and sound. When reading the digital story, the reader used more facial expressions when reading, compared to the traditional story. This is due to the reader using sign language in the digital story. According to an article written by Craft et al., (No Date), using facial expressions when using sign language is essential. Craft et al., (No Date) states that the use of facial expressions in sign language are used alongside both signing and fingerspelling. Craft et al., (No Date) shares that a large quantity of signs are formed using facial expressions. An example given in the above article is when deaf people want to pose a yes or no question, they raise their eyebrows. However, while telling the traditional story, the reader focussed slightly more on using their props, in comparison to the digital story, in order to increase their language development. According to Barton (2013), children depend on props to communicate their ideas and intentions. Some children have an attachment to props that demonstrate realism, although most children by the age of four have the ability to include different roles into their play, alongside problem solving (Bodrova & Leong; Neuman & Roskos, 1991). Barton (2013) states that placing props into a classroom environment in a calculated manner can mean children will have the opportunity to fully explore their thoughts through a literacy-based activity, while further encouraging literacy development. 

Telling stories in a digital manner can be beneficial to children’s reading development. Karan-Miyar (2009) stated that by developing digital storytelling, children can be encouraged to form explanations and share personal viewpoints. Karan-Miyar (2009) believes that this could stem from reading strategically, and Rance-Roney (2010) also confirmed this claim. In a study conducted by Karan-Miyar (2009), it was discovered that teachers teaching the English Language said that by using digital storytelling in the classroom, the children learned more about their topic. In a study conducted by Kocaman-Karoglu (2015), it was found the use of digital storytelling was more effective in facilitating children’s understanding than traditional storytelling. Verdugo & Belmonte (2007) conducted a similar study and discovered that listening comprehension was improved when completing a digital listening task. As found, the definition of Oracy, defined by The Oracy All-Party Parliamentary Group (2024) is an ability to communicate effectively using spoken language. Oracy is also the ability to articulate thoughts, ideas, influence through talking, listen to others and express views (Oracy APPG, 2024).    
However, according to Kumon (No Date), reading a traditional story to children can encourage the use of traditional techniques. As stated by Kumon (No Date), traditional stories typically have a variety of sentence patterns, and expression of characters. Kumon believes it is these characteristics that encourage different facial and body expressions, while also allowing association between different sounds and actions, alongside words and phrases. 

Digital literacy is defined as the ability to find, evaluate, share, and create content using different forms of information technology and the internet (Twinkl, 2014). According to Barber (2016), the combination of oral storytelling, alongside images, audio and other digital tools had become the digital storytelling that is known today. The UNESCO (2005), states that the use of digital literacy can involve different skills including, the capability to identify, understand and communicate a variety of texts that are both written, printed and digital. Isisag (2012) discovered that the use of technology in a classroom can be fundamental in allowing students and teachers to use basic needs and use them for any basic lessons. Padurean & Margan (2009) found that when using technology in the classroom, such as image and text, it can be used to teach reading and writing. 

Conclusion 

Based upon the evidence provided within this assignment, it is strongly established that reading stories digitally can be beneficial to children’s reading development. Technology use in the classroom can also be used to teach reading and writing, according to Padurean & Margan, (2009). While completing this assignment, I have learnt that telling stories in a traditional manner can encourage children to utilise facial and body expressions. However, it was discovered that digital storytelling can encourage children’s reading development. This highlighted that traditional and digital storytelling can be used in settings to benefit children in different ways. I also discovered that when reading the digital story, I had stronger facial expressions. Craft et al., (No Date) says that using facial expressions when using sign language is essential. However, when I read my story traditionally, I was more focussed on my props. This showed that I was diverse with the stories I chose, although I seemed to pay more attention to the digital story overall. 
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