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Dog Food
In this guide we investigate, score and rank the ethical and environmental record of 36 dog food brands.
We also look at factory farming, palm oil, shine a spotlight on the ethics of Yarrah and give our recommended buys.

By Ruth StrangeLast updated: Thursday 11th of April 201 
What to buy
What to look for when buying dog food:
· Is it vegan? Looking for vegan dog food is a way to help protect the environment as well as animal rights.
· Is it organic? Looking for organic dog food is a fail-safe way to avoid most of the nasty, artificial chemicals that so many agricultural products are grown with, and thereby also protect the environment.
· Is it MSC certified? Fishing is often extremely unsustainable, damaging marine ecosystems, so look for MSC certified if choosing a brand that contains fish to avoid this environmental damage.
Best Buys
Our Best Buys are the only two brands on the table to offer dog food that is both vegan [A] and organic [O]: Benevo and Yarrah.
· Benevo [A] [O] 
· Yarrah Vegan [A] [O]
Recommended Buys
V-Dog is owned by the same company as Benevo, one of our Best Buys, so scores highly but does not offer an organic product. Ami is a vegetarian company but does not qualify for a Best Buy because it scores a worst in Supply Chain Management.
Yarrah, Yora, (insect) and Beco are also recommended as meat dog foods.
We also recommend exploring alternative options like feeding scraps to your dogs or making your own dog food.
Find out more about our Best Buy Label here.
What not to buy
What to avoid when buying dog food:
· Is it tested on animals? Some dog food brands are still tested on animals, in particular, those which make 'health benefit' claims. Though the tests themselves may not be invasive, the animals are often kept in poor conditions.
· Does it contain palm oil? At its most unsustainable, palm oil is linked to massive deforestation and serious violations of human rights. Look for brands that commit to sourcing palm oil sustainably or avoid it completely.
· Is it factory farmed? Much of the meat in dog food is factory farmed, cause animal suffering and helping fuel climate change. Looking for organic or free-range brands will guarantee minimum standards. 
Companies to avoid
We advise you to avoid the following dog food brands owned by Nestle and Mars. Both companies score poorly across all our animal categories as well as many others.
· Caesar
· Eukanuba
· Iams
· Lily's Kitchen
· Nutro
· Pedigree
· Purina
FAQs 
Score table
Updated live from our research database
	Brand
	Score(out of 20)
	Ratings Categories
	Positive Scores

	Benevo organic dog food [A,O]
Company Profile: Vegeco Ltd
	17
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
	·  Product sustainability
·  Company Ethos

	Benevo pet food [A]
Company Profile: Vegeco Ltd
	16
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
	·  Company Ethos
·  Product sustainability

	V-Dog vegan dry [A]
Company Profile: Vegeco Ltd
	16
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
	·  Company Ethos
·  Product sustainability

	Yarrah Organic & Vegan Dog Food [A,O]
Company Profile: Yarrah Organic Petfood BV
	16
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
	·  Product sustainability
·  Company Ethos

	Yarrah Organic Dog Food [O]
Company Profile: Yarrah Organic Petfood BV
	15
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
	·  Product sustainability
·  Company Ethos

	Yarrah organic pet food with MSC fish [S]
Company Profile: Yarrah Organic Petfood BV
	14.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
	·  Product sustainability
·  Company Ethos

	Beco dog food [S]
Company Profile: Wannabeco LTD
	14
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Product sustainability

	Ami vegan pet food [A]
Company Profile: Ami SRL
	13.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Company Ethos
·  Product sustainability

	Yora dog food
Company Profile: Yora Pet Foods for the Planet Ltd
	12
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Burns veggie Dog Food [A]
Company Profile: Burns Pet Nutrition Ltd
	10.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Product sustainability

	Burns organic dry dog food [O]
Company Profile: Burns Pet Nutrition Ltd
	10
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Product sustainability

	AATU pet food
Company Profile: Pet Food UK Holdings Ltd
	9.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Applaws
Company Profile: MPM products Ltd
	9.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Barking Heads dog food
Company Profile: Pet Food UK Holdings Ltd
	9.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Burns pet food
Company Profile: Burns Pet Nutrition Ltd
	9.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Encore
Company Profile: MPM products Ltd
	9.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Simpsons Premium [O]
Company Profile: Simpsons Premium Ltd
	9.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Product sustainability

	Acana
Company Profile: Champion Petfoods LP
	8.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Harringtons
Company Profile: INSPIRED PET NUTRITION LIMITED (was Wagg Foods Ltd)
	8.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Nineteen 87
Company Profile: INSPIRED PET NUTRITION LIMITED (was Wagg Foods Ltd)
	8.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Orijen
Company Profile: Champion Petfoods LP
	8.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Simpsons Premium pet food
Company Profile: Simpsons Premium Ltd
	8.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Wagg
Company Profile: INSPIRED PET NUTRITION LIMITED (was Wagg Foods Ltd)
	8.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Butcher's dog food
Company Profile: Butcher's Pet Care Ltd
	7.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Hi-Life Pet Foods
Company Profile: Town & Country Pet Foods Ltd
	7.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Co-op Dog Food
Company Profile: Co-operative Group Ltd
	6
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Company Ethos

	Marks and Spencer pet food
Company Profile: Marks & Spencer Group plc
	6
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Wainwrights (Pets at Home) dog food
Company Profile: Pets At Home Group Plc
	5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Waitrose pet food
Company Profile: Waitrose Limited
	4.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Company Ethos

	Eukanuba Dog Food
Company Profile: Eukanuba
	4
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Iams Dog Food
Company Profile: IAMS
	4
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Aldi pet food
Company Profile: ALDI SOUTH Group
	3.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Hill's Science Plan Dog Food
Company Profile: Hill's Pet Nutrition
	3.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Lidl pet food
Company Profile: Lidl UK GmbH
	3
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Morrisons Dog Food
Company Profile: Wm Morrison Supermarkets plc
	2.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Sainsbury's Dog Food
Company Profile: J Sainsbury plc
	1.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Cesar Dog Food
Company Profile: Mars Petcare UK Ltd
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Chappie Dog Food
Company Profile: Mars Petcare UK Ltd
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	James Wellbeloved
Company Profile: Crown Pet Foods
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Nutro
Company Profile: Mars Petcare UK Ltd
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Pedigree dog food
Company Profile: Mars Petcare UK Ltd
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Perfect Fit
Company Profile: Mars Petcare UK Ltd
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Royal Canin
Company Profile: Crown Pet Foods
	1
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Tesco Dog Food
Company Profile: Tesco plc
	0.5
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Asda Dog Food
Company Profile: Asda Group Ltd
	0
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Bakers dog food
Company Profile: Nestlé Purina Petcare
	0
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Lily's Kitchen organic pet food [O]
Company Profile: Lily's Kitchen Ltd
	0
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Product sustainability
·  Company Ethos

	Lily's Kitchen pet food
Company Profile: Lily's Kitchen Ltd
	0
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	·  Company Ethos

	Purina petfoods
Company Profile: Nestlé Purina Petcare
	0
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
	· 

	Winalot Dog Food
Company Profile: Nestlé Purina Petcare
	0
	·  Environment
·  People
·  Animals
·  Politics
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