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The importance of supporting children, young peoples and families with English as an additional Language within education. 


The briefing paper supply all practitioners with useful relevant information about when working with children with English as an additional needs and their families. This briefing paper takes a look at the relevant and links with articles in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).





Article 2 - All children and young people have the right to be protected against discrimination, regardless of the children. colour, religion, sex or disability. 





The Equality Act 2010 put responsibilities on education settings to make sure that they take steps to banish discrimination and make sure that they promote equality. Statutory reasonability’s came into force in April 2011, following the introduction of the Act. The well-being of future generation Act 2015 aim of equality is highlighted and the aim needs to be met by April 2016 (Welsh Assembly Government, No date). 

Education setting policies and procedures need to be updated regularly, especially when legislation, this protects the right of the child. In the education setting. practitioners need to place the importance’s of improving the professional development and update their training when needed (Welsh Assembly Government, No date). 

Education setting practitioners need to show commitment to make sure that equality of opportunity for all children and young people in their care. A culture of diversity and inclusion need to be encouraged in childcare settings and by doing his, it allow the children and their family to have the confidence to tell the education setting about any additional learning needs or disability (Welsh Government, No date). 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) which came into force in December 2006. The UNCRPD has 50 articles that promise to protect the rights of children who have a disability, allowing improvements to access education and society (Equality and Human rights, No date). 




















Article 28 - Every child has a right to education 


















All children have the right to have an equality education. This gives children he ability to be able to attend school or other places of learning. They have the right to learn and be treated correctly when they are being educated (UNICEF, No Date).

To make sure that current regulations and the quality or education provision is being followed, this is done by all education setting in Wales and are inspected by Estyn. Care provider are inspected by Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW) and in a range of settings where there is education as well as care, for example Welsh playgroups which are called Cylchoedd Meithrin which are inspected by both (Welsh early years specialists, No date). 
The umbrella organisation Mudiad Meithrin for all Welsh medium settings which there are funded by the Welsh Government who deliver 10 hours of Foundation Phase education to all children 3 and 4 years old. Mudiad Meithrin promotes learning through play, in line with the ethos of the Foundation Phase and the involvement in the Welsh language (Welsh early years specialists, No date).

The Education Act 1996 is in place so that all parents who are legally required to make sure that children and young people of compulsory school age which is from 5-16 years attend full time school in Wales as well as England (Legislation.gov.uk, No Date)

















Article 3 - The child best interest must be practitioner’s top priority in all actions and decisions that affect the child.


Article 3 is one of the principles of the UNCRC, this means that this article has a supporting role in other articles. All practitioners and other adults need to make decisions based on what will give the child, best outcome (Williams, J. et al. No Date, p.1). 

Article 3 within education links to practitioners making referrals where there is concern for the child, this can either be concern which is regarding identifying a need, developmentally, educationally or within the child’s household or a safeguarding issue (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015). The professionals Team Around the Family give advice and helps to support the family to get the appropriate help to improve their well-being, health and even their happiness. Safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone within the childcare setting and when there is an immediate concern for a child’s safety, the authorities need to be contacted straight away(Neath Port Talbot Council, No Date). 

Following the death of Victoria Climbie, in inquiry by Lord Laming (2003) led to a report which holds 108 recommendations, and it highlights the need for there to be better interagency working. This made changes to current practice and policy about working together and sharing information (Gov. UK, 2003). Every Child Matters came after as a programme that made the work of education services and welfare more integrated, putting the childcare setting and the staff at the centre of the approach (Gov. UK, 2003). The Welsh Government started the Flying Start programme in 2007 which provides children and their families with health services, support, childcare and early language support is only offered in certain areas where the need has been identified (Welsh Government, 2017). 

The New curriculum for Wales 2022 has been made with the United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child at the centre and Article 3 influence the teaching about human rights. It is referenced in the area of citizenship and respecting the rights and other’s needs and inspiring positive relationship that are built on mutual trust and respect in the development of confident and healthy member of society (Welsh Government, 2020). 

Article 12 – Respect the children’s views
Article 12 links with article 3 with that one of the best ways to make sure that all decisions are made in the best interest of the child. Children and young people’s views must always be listened to and must be taken into account and adults should take them seriously (Welsh Government, 2019). 

Wales became the first nation within the UK to assign a children’s Commissioner in 2001. The children’s Commissioner has the duty to promote children and young people’s rights and make sure that children’s rights are respected by the Welsh Government and a range of other organisations and making sure that children know their rights (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021). 

Reggio Emilia focal point of children as being a competent member of society, this means having right instead of needs. Children are heavily encouraged to direct their own learning, play and following their interest. The approach forces on the development of skills and knowledge, where following children and young people interest helps them to have a lifetime love of learning (Daynurseries.co.uk, 2021).

It is important to  respect the voice children and young people and to do what is best for the child’s/young people’s interest which are seen to contradict one another, and all evidence should be considered carefully before any decision are made. The children Act 1989/2004 both aim to strike the right balance 
(iHasco,2020). The social services and well-being Act 2014 give a legal framework for all service provision, this led to the creation of regional safeguarding boards that coordinate the work of our local authority, the health board, NHS Trust and the police services  and the probation services (Welsh Government, 2017). 
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